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A NEW SEASON

CONTENTS

A New Season

S

eptember often heralds
the recommencement
of those ministries that
have taken a break over the
school summer holidays. We
think of Sunday school, youth
fellowship, children’s meetings,
and parents’ and toddlers’
groups. Perhaps some are
even preparing for children’s
missions and the like over the
coming months. For those
on the “front line”, actively
engaged in such ministries, we
need to remind ourselves of
some basic principles as we
start back into the work.
First, our purpose is very
simple – to see children and
young people come to a
personal knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ as their own
personal Saviour. It is important
that we keep this goal before
our eyes. It can sometimes
get lost in the organisation,
administration, and business of
the work. Our desire is to see
children saved by the grace of
God, washed in the blood of
the Lamb.
Second, we desire to see
those who are saved grow
and mature in their walk with
the Lord. We rejoice in the
salvation of the soul, but we
do not forget the command
to make disciples. We must
teach children and young
people about the principles
of the Word of God and the
importance of the Bible and
prayer.
Third, our time to do this is
limited. Those
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who are sitting in our meetings
will, in a few years, be adults
making their own way in this
world. The evil of this age is so
prominent and unashamedly
seeks to entice young people
into the immoral and wicked
standards of the society in
which we live. May the Lord
give us wisdom and grace
to reach children early and
teach them effectively, that
lives will be won for the Lord
and spared from much of the
world’s heartache and pain.
Fourth, the Lord uses His
people to reach the unsaved.
As I was reading John’s Gospel
chapter 1, I was once again
struck by some thoughts about
John the Baptist. All engaged
in children’s ministry, or any
other ministry for that matter,
would do well to consider
John the Baptist as a faithful
example of an evangelist.
John 1:35–36 – “Again the next
day after John stood, and two
of his disciples; And looking
upon Jesus as he walked,
he saith, Behold the Lamb of
God!”
Notice John’s –
Command: “Behold the Lamb
of God!”
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His eyes were on the Lord. He
looked to Christ as he spoke
and compelled others. He
wasn’t in this for the notoriety
– John 3:30 emphasises that.
But His purpose in life and
ministry was to point souls to
the Saviour.
May we learn of John the
Baptist and follow that pattern.
And may we also enjoy the
blessing of the response that
John experienced in verse 37:
“And the two disciples heard
him speak, and they followed
Jesus.”

Our goal as evangelists is to
call upon all to behold the
Saviour. He alone is the One
who can save. He must be
in every message and song.
The desire is that souls would
come to
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NEW FM STATION

HISTORY LTBS MAGAZINE
congregation in a garage less than two
metres wide, and later gathered in an
old house in the core of the town. By
this time they were being pastored by
Juan Bascuñana from E.M.F. (European
Missionary Fellowship).

New
FM Station

L

ubao FM in Kenya
commenced airing
our weekly fifteenminute broadcast on 7 July.
The station is located in
Kakamega County, in the
heart of the western region.
This outreach is in addition
to Imani and MMUST stations
which have transmitted our
programmes since October/
November 2015. Rev. Malcolm
Patterson is responsible for
all the programming on the
airwaves of Kenya.
The work of LTBS still
continues in radio and
television format. New
programmes are continually
being recorded, and we do
appreciate the help of the
churches and ministers in
this work. Please continue to
pray for these programmes.
We know that souls are
being reached and that many
from various backgrounds
appreciate the content as it is
broadcast each week.
We have included some
correspondence that we have
received over recent weeks
related to the television
programmes.

I really appreciate and
enjoy your recordings; they
help me keep in touch with
the outside ‘world’. I am
confined to my bed, and I do
appreciate your recordings.
I have really enjoyed Rev. A.
Cairns. Thank you, and every
blessing.
My wife and I have watched
Revelation programmes
for some time, but a friend
suggested we switch on our
TV on Wednesday evenings
at 7.30. It was wonderful to
watch and listen to LTBS –
the content of the old hymns
which have deep meaning
and encouragement, and the
gospel message not watered
down. The singing was
uplifting with no noise from
a cacophony of instruments
or mobile phones etc. It was
truly reverential worship.
Thank you. May the Lord
continue to bless your team
in blessing us viewers.

MISSIONARY FOCUS -

Lyle and Heather Boyd - Spain
A little more than three decades ago, the
Free Presbyterian Church of Ulster sent
my wife, Heather, and me to the Spanish
mission field to participate in that Great
Commission to which the Lord had called us.

I watch your broadcast
every Wednesday evening.
I enjoy the singing, given
that most of the hymns are
full of truth and well sung.
Be encouraged to keep up
the good work, and may the
Lord bless you all richly.
I watched the Easter service
at Martyrs’ and saw that I
can watch LTBS. Delighted,
as I am bedbound, due to my
serious illness … Technology
is wonderful, isn't it? I would
be lost without it… Life is
a visit with a time limit, so
let’s make it count. After
all, we are the only Bible
that others will 'see', so
it’s up to us to witness for
Him … Thank you for your
messages. Forever blessed,
forever loved by Him.

During our initial three years we lived in
the capital city of Madrid, a far cry from
what we had been used to at home,
and faced with an excitement and a
challenge to serve our Lord in a language
and culture that were indeed foreign to
us. The Rev. John Hanna and his wife,
Noranna, who had already been working
as missionaries in Madrid for ten years,
helped us to settle into Spanish life, and
in His patience and guidance, the Lord
continued to weave the fabric of our lives
through circumstances.
Right from the beginning we had relations
with a church in Beas de Segura, about
340 kilometers south of Madrid, a small
gathering of God’s people mainly made
up of souls from the same family. The
eldest, Alfonso Teruel Ortega, had been
gloriously converted to Christ some years
previously while living in Barcelona,
through a text of Scripture written on the
back of an old horse-driven cart: “The
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin” (1 John 1:7). The Lord spoke
again to him through the same words that

had exhorted the demoniac of Gadara in
Mark 5:19: “Go home to thy friends, and
tell them how great things the Lord hath
done for thee”.
Alfonso returned with great zeal to his
home province of Jaen and sought to
bring his family to Christ with the help
of Manual Jurado, a pastor from the
Spanish Gospel Mission. Little by little,
he witnessed the Lord working in their
lives. My first contact with these dear
believers was when they formed a humble

After three years of our time in Madrid,
the church invited me to help in the work
in southeastern Spain, and as I sought
the will of God in prayer and reading
His Word, God spoke to me through the
words of Acts 8:26: “Arise, and go toward
the south”.
Within two weeks of our flitting to Beas
de Segura, Pastor Juan accepted a call to
Palma Mallorca and moved to the Spanish
island.
The next few years were ones of difficulty,
but the Lord was to teach us that nothing
in our lives was accidental. In His great
love and goodness, He strengthened and
upheld us through an unknown American
Christian woman who, oblivious to all
our problems, sent us words of great
encouragement and consolation to keep
going, reminding us that God was with us.
On 16 February 1991 the congregation
decided to sell the old dilapidated building
in the town for about eight thousand
euros. Meanwhile, we met in our home
until we could find a more suitable place.
On 17 November 1993 the church took
a step of faith and bought a site with the
money we received from the sale of the
premises in Beas, in the town of Cortijos
Nuevos, which was much more central for
the folk who were scattered throughout
the mountains.
With the help of God, some very willing
volunteers from Ulster, the intercession of
God’s people, and a handful of believers,
a new church building was officially
opened on 14 October 1995 with no
outstanding debt. We could surely say
with great joy, “Hitherto hath the Lord
helped us.”
And not only that, five years later an
apartment was completed above the
church which provided a home for
Miss Joy Gillespie, who worked with us
from September 2000 until 2016. She
took charge of the Sunday school and
children’s work as well as helping out with
a book table in three markets in different
towns of the Sierra. Two of the original
book tables continue to this day, one
which started around twenty-seven years
ago, and the other, a couple of years later.
On quite a number of occasions, we have
had youth camps, coming from different
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parts of Spain and Northern Ireland, when
young people have had the opportunity
of participating in evangelisation and tract
distribution.
Some twenty-five years ago a ten-minute
program was started on Radio Sierra
96.4 FM every Monday at 12:30, giving
the opportunity for many people to listen
to the good news of the gospel in the
privacy of their homes, at work, or in
their cars. They could listen freely to the
messages without fear of being seen
talking to us in the streets. Shortly after
the commencement of these efforts, we
extended this ministry with a program of
three-and-a-half minutes every day from
Monday to Friday. We have not yet seen
any visible fruit from this work, but we
know that many are listening, and we trust
that one day God will use it to bring in a
harvest for His glory.
“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him.” (Psalm 126:6)
The majority of the original group of
believers have gone to be with the Lord,
but we praise Him for the souls that have
been converted during these years.
Today a congregation of about twentyfive people meet every Sunday morning
in God’s house, and every Wednesday a
group meet for Bible study and prayer in
the home of José Antonio.
The latter is worthy of our mention, for he
has been and continues to be a trophy of
grace. Despite his great physical disability
and opposition, his faithful testimony
of fidelity and zealous efforts in serving
the Lord have been an inspiration to us
all. There are some unsaved people,
including his sister Elena, who attend the
midweek meetings at his house, and it
is our desire that the Lord would work in
their hearts to bring them to Him.
Please continue to pray that the Lord
would raise up someone to continue the
work here and witness many other Roman
Catholic people being converted to Christ
in this corner of His vineyard.
LTBS QUARTERLY / SEPTEMBER 2019
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SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES FOR HUSBANDS

STUDY DOCTRINE

Scriptural
Principles
For Husbands

A

s we begin to
consider this subject
of biblical principles
for husbands, we must
immediately remember that
wives were God’s first gift
to man. God gave Adam a
wife in the garden of Eden
because God saw that man
was lonely without a help
“meet” for him, or suitable for
him.
In Genesis 2:18, 21–22 we
read, “And the LORD God
said, It is not good that the
man should be alone; I will
make him an help meet for
him … And the LORD God
caused a deep sleep to fall
upon Adam, and he slept: and
he took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesh instead
thereof;
And the rib, which the LORD
God had taken from man,
made he a woman, and
brought her unto the man.”
God knew Adam’s heart, that
he was lonely and incomplete,
so He made him a wife. That
makes a wife to be God’s
first gift to man, and so
wives ought to be loved and
cherished.
6
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In Genesis 24:67 we read,
“And Isaac brought her into
his mother Sarah’s tent,
and took Rebekah, and she
became his wife; and he
loved her”. The same can be
said about Adam. With Eve
by his side, Adam was now
complete, and he loved her.

It is not good that
the man should be
alone; I will make
him an help meet
for him
What blessed times they
spent together in the garden,
especially those times in the
cool of the evening when they
met together with God.
From the beginning, the
first husband and wife leave
us a wonderful example,
challenging husbands and
wives today regarding
meeting together with the
Lord daily.
In the New Testament,
God has given us many

wives in an unscriptural and
domineering manner.

instructions for husbands.
Husbands are to love their
wives.
God has given us a direct
command to love our wives.
To do otherwise is to disobey
and to sin against the Lord.
In Ephesians 5:25 we read,
“Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved
the church, and gave himself
for it”. Also, in Colossians
3:19 we read, “Husbands,
love your wives, and be
not bitter against them.”
Therefore, a husband’s
primary biblical duty towards
his wife is to love her with
an unconditional, sacrificial
love, even as Christ loved the
church and gave Himself for
it.
Husbands are to protect and
provide for their wives.
In Ephesians 5:23 we read,
“For the husband is the head
of the wife, even as Christ
is the head of the church:
and he is the saviour of the
body.” This verse has been
shamefully misinterpreted,
misused, and abused by
husbands to rule over their

The husband is the head of
the wife, but not in the sense
that he is her boss, or that
she is to be deemed inferior
to him, or to be treated like
his servant. Neither is she his
property, in the sense that he
can treat her as he pleases.
Rather, as her scriptural head,
he is responsible for her.
Therefore, he is to provide, to
protect, and to care for her.
And as Christ put our need
of salvation before Himself,
so husbands ought to put the
needs of their wives before
their own, remembering that
they will give an account to
God.
Eve wasn’t taken from Adam’s
head or his feet. Rather, she
was taken from his side:to always be close to
		 his heart,
●

● to always be kept close
		 by him in life, and
● to always be protected
		 & sheltered by his arm.

And so husbands ought to
love their wives, protect them,
shelter them, and provide for
them.
Husbands are to show due
honour and consideration to
their wives.
The apostle Peter gives us
his inspired instruction. In 1
Peter 3:7 we read, “Likewise,
ye husbands, dwell with them
according to knowledge,
giving honour unto the wife,

as unto the weaker vessel”.
Husbands are to honour their
wives. The word “honour”
here has to do with the
value of something, and so
husbands are to value their
wives and to respect them,
remembering that a wife
was God’s gift to man in the
garden of Eden.

Likewise, ye
husbands,
dwell with them
according to
knowledge, giving
honour unto the
wife, as unto the
weaker vessel
Peter also says that a man
is to dwell with his wife
according to knowledge,
as with the weaker vessel.
This phrase, “the weaker
vessel”, doesn’t mean
that wives are mentally or
intellectually weaker and
inferior to their husbands.
Wives often surpass their
husbands mentally and
intellectually. Rather, when
God made us, He gave to
the husband and the wife the
human frame that was best
suited for the purpose which
He had planned for them
to fulfil. And so, generally
speaking, usually the wife is
just physically “the weaker
vessel”.

often suffer
● too many trials as
		mothers,
● too many cares as the
		 keepers of the
		 household, and

too many physical
		 problems that are
		 peculiar to women.
●

Husbands should remember
these realities and show their
wives due honour, respect,
and consideration with
understanding, sympathy, and
compassion.
In closing, these three biblical
duties of husbands are only
three of many. But when
husbands and wives both fulfil
their individual biblical roles
and duties to each other, they
inevitably enjoy a happy and
blessed Christian home and
family.

Geoffrey Abraham
is minister of
Mulvin Free Presbyterian
Church, Northern Ireland

It’s a fact of life, that wives
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SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES FOR WIVES

STUDY DOCTRINE

Scriptural
Principles
for Wives

I

t has been said that
“the Christian Church
cannot flourish without
the Christian home ... the
backbone of the nation, the
salt of civilization.” An integral
part of the Christian home is
the godly wife. Such a wife
is one who knows the Lord
Jesus Christ as Saviour, one
who loves Christ and has a
strong desire to serve and
honour Him in every part of
her life. The godly wife is a
wonderful gift from the Lord
and a tremendous blessing
to her husband and family.
Proverbs 31:10 says, “Who
can find a virtuous woman?
for her price is far above
rubies.” While extolling the
virtue of a good wife, the
Bible also defines her role
and character. In doing so
the Lord sets the standard for
every Christian wife to follow
through His matchless grace.
The godly wife is to obey
her husband.
Ephesians 5:24 says,
“Therefore as the church is
subject unto Christ, so let
the wives be to their own
husbands in everything.” As
the church is to be subject
8
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to Christ, so the wife is to
be subject unto her own
husband. This is God’s plan
from creation. In Genesis
3:16 God speaks to Eve
and says, “[T]hy desire shall
be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee.” This is
God’s will for the well-being
of the family unit. With the
exception of something that
is sinful and unwise, the wife
is to obey her own husband.
The godly wife is to love her
husband.
Titus 2:4 speaks of the
aged women teaching the
younger women “to love their
husbands”. As the church is
to love Christ, so the godly
wife is to love her husband.
This love is to be an affection
from the heart. Recall the
words of Delilah to Samson
in Judges 16:15 when she
asked, “How canst thou say,
I love thee, when thine heart
is not with me?” Also this love
is to be one of thankfulness
and appreciation for
sacrifices made and gifts
given by her husband. It is a
love that arises from a desire
to please her husband. 1
Corinthians 7:34 says, “[B]

ut she that is married careth
for the things of the world,
how she may please her
husband.”
Then the wife’s love toward
her husband is to be
respectful. Ephesians 5:33
says, “[A]nd the wife see that
she reverence her husband.”
This word “reverence” means
“to fear”. It means the wife
avoiding any attitude, words,
or deeds that would grieve or
hurt her husband.
The godly wife is to be
virtuous.
Proverbs 12:4 says, “A
virtuous woman is a crown
to her husband: but she
that maketh ashamed is as
rottenness in his bones.”

The godly wife is
a wonderful gift
from the Lord and
a tremendous
blessing to her
husband and
family.

Virtue means strength of
character.
(a) A virtuous wife is prudent.
Proverbs 19:14 says,
“[A] prudent wife is from the
Lord.” Such a wife conducts
her affairs with wisdom.
(b) A virtuous wife is faithful
to her husband. Hosea 3:3
says, “[T]hou shalt not be for
another man”.
(c) A virtuous wife is modest
in her appearance. 1 Timothy
2:9 says, “In like manner
also, that women adorn
themselves in modest
apparel”. This does not mean
that her dress is to be dowdy
or drab, but it does mean that
her apparel is not to follow
the immodest fashions of this
world.
(d) The virtuous wife is to be
of a meek and quiet spirit.
1 Peter 3:4 speaks of the
woman being adorned with
“the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God of great price.”
The godly wife is humble and
gentle, not loud, contentious,
or argumentative. She
discusses matters with her
husband in a gentle manner
with a spirit of cooperation.
(e) The virtuous wife is to be
identified with her husband.
This means her being a help
to her husband, being close
to him and talking matters
over with him. Genesis 2:18
relates to the first marriage
and says, “And the LORD
God said, It is not good that
the man should be alone; I
will make him an help meet

for him.” In creating Eve, God
made her from one of Adam’s
ribs. Genesis 2:22 says, “And
the rib, which the LORD God
had taken from man, made
he a woman, and brought her
unto the man.” The lesson
from this is that the godly
wife is at her husband’s
side to support and comfort
him in life. When Rebekah
became Isaac’s wife, Genesis
24:67 tells us that “Isaac was
comforted after his mother’s
death.”

These principles
that God sets forth
in His Word for
a godly wife are
part of His perfect
plan for a blessed
marriage and a
stable home.

The godly wife looks after
the home.
Titus 2:5 speaks of wives
being “keepers at home”.
Such a wife diligently
looks after the affairs of
her husband, home, and
family. Proverbs 31:27 says,
“She looketh well to the
ways of her household,
and eateth not the bread of
idleness.” The godly wife is
a homemaker. Commending
such a testimony, Proverbs
31:30 says, “Favour is
deceitful, and beauty is vain:
but a woman that feareth the
LORD, she shall be praised.”
These principles that God
sets forth in His Word for a
godly wife are part of His
perfect plan for a blessed
marriage and a stable home.
Ultimately they are to display
the glorious union between
Christ and His people.

James Porter
is minister of
Enniskillen Free
Presbyterian Church,
Northern Ireland.
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THE SINGLE BELIEVER

STUDY DOCTRINE

a spouse and sharing their
life with them, regardless of
whether it is God’s will for
their life. Others possibly
covet marriage. They see
what others have and are
jealous of it. They don’t want
to miss out on what their
friends and family are doing,
and they covet a spouse for
this reason.

The Single
Believer

W

hen the Lord Jesus
Christ revealed
Himself to Saul of
Tarsus on the Damascus road,
the question was immediately
asked: “Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do?” (Acts 9:6).
This is a question the believer
should sincerely ask in every
aspect of life – including
marriage.

Scripture
Believers should always take
instruction from the Word of
God. What does the Bible
teach about being a single
believer? Is it a sin? Is it
shameful? Is it chastisement
or punishment from God? The
answer to all these questions
is no. Scripture teaches that
it is perfectly acceptable to
be a single believer. In some
instances, it is commended.
In Matthew 19:12 the Saviour
is giving a lesson on marriage
to His disciples: “For there are
some eunuchs, which were
so born from their mother’s
womb: and there are some
eunuchs, which were made
eunuchs of men: and there be
eunuchs, which have made
themselves eunuchs for the
10
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kingdom of heaven’s sake.
He that is able to receive
it, let him receive it.” The
commentator John Gill notes
on this verse, “Our Lord here
distinguishes the various
sorts of persons, that can and
do live in a single state with
content: some by nature, and
others by violence offered to
them, are rendered incapable
of entering into a marriage
state; and others, through the
gift of God, and under the
influence of his grace, abstain
from marriage cheerfully and
contentedly, in order to be
more useful in the interest of
religion.”
In chapter 7 of his first
epistle to the Corinthians,
Paul does not speak against
single believers, but rather
he commends them, himself
being one: “I say therefore
to the unmarried and
widows, It is good for them
if they abide even as I” (7:8).
Commentators differ on the
marital status of Paul, but it
is largely agreed that he was
either single or a widower.
In this section on marriage,
Paul notes that “every man
hath his proper gift of God,

one after this manner, and
another after that” (7:7).
The Greek word for “gift”
is charisma, which can be
understood as the gift of
divine grace. Paul is speaking
to both the married and the
single believer and teaching
that both estates are to be
considered gracious gifts
from God.

The triune God is
to be the object of
our affections and
desires. We are to
covet His presence
and fellowship in
our life more than
that of a spouse.
Submission
Some believers struggle with
being single. Why is this so?
Some refuse to accept being
single as the will of God for
their life. Perhaps they have
made an idol out of marriage.
They have set themselves
the ultimate goal of finding

What is the problem with
idolising and coveting
marriage? It is breaking
the second and tenth
commandments. The moral
law has not been abolished;
therefore disobedience to
this law directly impacts our
relationship and walk with
God. The triune God is to be
the object of our affections
and desires. We are to covet
His presence and fellowship
in our life more than that of a
spouse.
Writing to the Philippians,
Paul commented, “For I have
learned, in whatsoever state I
am, therewith to be content”
(4:11). Why did Paul write these
words? He was content in
his relationship with Christ.
The Saviour was precious to
Paul, and Paul was content
in whatever circumstances
he found himself, because
the Lord was with him. This
includes being a single
believer.
David recorded in Psalm 23,
“The Lord is my shepherd; I
shall not want.” If we earnestly
believe this, we will submit to
the sovereignty of God in our
lives. If we are to be married,
we shall not want for it. If
we are to be single, we will

accept it as the leading of the
Lord our Shepherd.
If you are struggling being a
single believer, pray for grace,
submission to God’s will, and
contentment.

Service
One distinction highlighted
by both our Saviour and the
apostle for a single believer is
service.
A married believer is biblically
commanded to devote time
and energy to their spouse
and any children they have.
George Whitefield and
John Wesley were busy
evangelists in their day. They
spent many months away
from home and travelled
many miles preaching the
gospel. However, there was
a negative impact upon their
personal lives – unhappy
marriages. The long periods
spent away from home did
not make for a happy home
life.
Single believers can serve
the Lord in ways that married
believers cannot. They are
able to devote more of
their time and energy to the
service of God. They can
spend more time in study,
evangelism, and prayer.
William Chalmers-Burns
was used mightily by God
in Scotland and Canada
before he sailed to China as
a missionary. Amy Carmichael
laboured for fifty-five years in
India. Gladys Aylward served
the Lord in China, Mary
Slessor in Calabar, and Helen
Roseveare in the Congo.

What did these servants of
the Lord have in common?
They were all single believers
who gave their lives for the
Master’s service.

Single believers
can serve the
Lord in ways that
married believers
cannot.
You don’t have to sail to the
far corners of the world to
serve the Lord. The Lord can
use you in your local church,
perhaps as a Sabbath school
teacher, an outreach worker,
or someone to visit the elderly
and infirm.
Or perhaps you are called
to serve in the ministry or on
the mission field. Have you
offered your life to the service
of God? Have you said like
Isaiah; “Here am I; send me”?
(Isaiah 6:8).

Craig Dennison

is a full time worker with the
Trinitarian Bible Society
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PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS

STUDY DOCTRINE

their experience a solemn
message was formed: “Watch
therefore, for ye know neither
the day nor the hour wherein
the Son of man cometh.”

Parable
of the Ten
Virgins

T

he parable of the ten
virgins, recorded in
Matthew 25:1–13, forms
part of Christ’s response to
three prophetical questions
asked by His disciples
in Matthew 24:3: When
shall these things be (the
destruction of the temple)?
What shall be the sign of Thy
coming? When shall the end
of the world come?
It appears that the disciples
were particularly interested
in matters prophetic. What
follows is an important
discourse that gives answers
to these particular concerns,
with the parable of the ten
virgins forming an integral
part of the message of Christ.
“Then shall the kingdom
of heaven be likened unto
ten virgins, which took their
lamps, and went forth to meet
the bridegroom” (25:1).
The key to understanding this
parable is the appreciation of
the necessity of preparation
to meet the heavenly
Bridegroom. The parable
draws our attention to the
coming of the blessed Lord
Jesus Christ to receive His
bride around the marriage
12
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supper of the Lamb. It
presents a major challenge
to all who continue to reject
the free offer of the glorious
gospel of the Son of God. The
sole King and only Head of
His church is coming after a
manner that is visible, literal,
and personal.
Following the traditions of
the period, this marriage
was influenced by Jewish
customs and Jewish cultures.
The parents arranged
the wedding between
the bride and the groom,
incorporating the agreed
dowry. On an appointed
day the bridegroom would
come to receive his bride.
Then a lamplight procession
would lead the couple to the
wedding feast.
It is this latter part that gave
the ten virgins the privileged
opportunity to have a special
part in the proceedings.
They would have known
from past experience that
they were responsible for
providing the lamps along
with sufficient fuel to ensure
that the bridegroom and
his bride would be guided
to their reception area. But

because of the bridegroom’s
delay, the ten virgins were
overcome with tiredness and
feel asleep. At midnight the
declaration was made that the
bridegroom was on his way,
and the virgins were to go out
and meet him.
This presented a major
problem to the five virgins
who had not sufficient oil to
maintain their lamps. Their
lamps had gone out. When
they requested oil from their
fellow virgins, they were
directed to go and buy oil
for themselves. Tragically for
them, the bridegroom arrived
in their absence, leaving the
other five to lead the way to
the marriage celebrations.
When the virgins had secured
fresh oil for their lamps, they
endeavoured to take up
where they had left. But it was
too late. “Lord, Lord, open to
us,” they cried out, but the
voice that spoke from behind
the closed door said, “I know
you not.”
It is impossible for any
person to gauge the spirit
of disappointment that must
have seized every sinew
of their being. But from

These foolish virgins lacked
the necessary and proper
preparation to meet the
Bridegroom. They were not
regenerated by the Spirit of
God. No one should ignore
the fact that while the virgins
knew about the Bridegroom,
only five really knew Him.
Millions of people throughout
the world know about the
blessed Lord Jesus Christ.
They know about His birth.
They are familiar with the
main aspects of His life. And
they are acquainted with His
death and His resurrection.
But they have never been
brought to the place where
they have personally
accepted Him as the only
Saviour of God’s elect.
Their rejection of God’s
offer of free and sovereign
grace leaves them staring
into the awful prospect of an
eternal hell, where the worm
dieth not and the fire is not
quenched. The flickering light
of man-based religions cannot
and will not save. The dying
embers of idolatry cannot
dispel the darkening shadows
of a soul’s anticipated
damnation.
Around the nations, spiritual
darkness intensifies as light
after light is suffocated by
a spirit of worldliness and
wickedness. Only the blessed
Holy Spirit can shed eternal
light upon the pathway of a
sinner’s life. Symbolised as

oil, the Spirit of God alone can
enlighten our understanding
and provide us with the grace
to cry out, “God be merciful
to me a sinner.” Without the
ministry of the Holy Spirit,
men and women could never
experience the blessings of
regeneration through the
redemptive work of the Lord
Jesus Christ on the cross at
Calvary.

These foolish
virgins lacked the
necessary and
proper preparation
to meet the
Bridegroom.
The foolish virgins were
ensnared by the sin of
presumption. They had
convinced themselves that
before the day had come
to a close, they would be
in the favoured position of
sitting in the presence of the
Bridegroom. But the door
was shut. As they walked
away from the marriage
celebrations, they had only
themselves to blame.

for they were aware of His
coming.
The Lord Jesus Christ is
most certainly returning as
He said He would. For those
who are redeemed through
His precious shed blood, the
challenge is perpetual: “And
every man that hath this hope
in him purifieth himself, even
as he is pure.” To the lost the
message must be clothed in
urgency and delivered with
the utmost compassion: “To
day if ye will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.”
Through mercy we can
be the recipients of the
imputed righteousness of
the Lord Jesus Christ, who
graciously prepares us for His
coming, so that we might be
presented as those without
spot or wrinkle or any such
thing.
When the Bridegroom
cometh will your robes be
white,
Pure and white in the blood
of the Lamb?

They could not plead
ignorance of the coming of
the Bridegroom, for they fully
intended to meet Him.
They could not condemn
the other five in that their
priority was to honour the
Bridegroom when He arrived.

David McLaughlin

is minster of
Carryduff Free
Presbyterian Church,
Northern Ireland.
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The
Marriage
Supper of
the Lamb
“And he saith unto me,
Write, Blessed are they
which are called unto the
marriage supper of the
Lamb.” (Revelation 19:9)
“Try praising your wife, even
if it does frighten her at first.”
So said the one-time Chicago
White Sox and Philadelphia
Phillies baseball player
turned American evangelist
Billy Sunday. He married Nell
Thompson, of Presbyterian
stock, in 1888. Much of his
success was due to her, and
she helped organise his
campaigns and did much of
the advance work. He loved
her dearly and had nothing
but praise for his wife.
The subject of marriage is
spoken upon extensively
throughout God’s Word. In
Revelation 19, at the end
of the Bible, we have an
account of the marriage
supper of the Lamb,
where Christ has nothing
but praise for His church for
which He gave His life.
14
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believer can rejoice. Anne
Ross Cousin got it right in her
hymn:
The bride eyes not her
garment,
But her dear Bridegroom’s
face;
I will not gaze at glory,
But on my King of grace:
Not at the crown He giveth,
But on His piercèd hand;
The Lamb is all the glory
Of Immanuel’s land.

The chapter begins with a
hallelujah chorus in heaven
in verse 1: “Alleluia; Salvation,
and glory, and honour, and
power, unto the Lord our
God”. John hears and sees
a great multitude in heaven
in jubilant mood and full of
praise, “for the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth” (v.
6), and the reason for the
rejoicing among the heavenly
choir is that the marriage
supper of the Lamb has
come.
1. The Illustrious Bridegroom
“Let us be glad and rejoice,
and give honour to him: for
the marriage of the Lamb is
come”. (v. 7)
One of the many names
given to the Lord Jesus Christ
is that of the Bridegroom
(John 3:27–30), and the
Bridegroom here is identified
as the Lamb. The Lamb is
none other than our blessed
Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus
Christ, and the title of “the
Lamb” takes us closer and
deeper into the heart of the

person and work of Christ
than any other name. It points
to His saving work as “the
Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29).

The title “the
Lamb” reminds us
that Christ is our
Substitute who
gave Himself for
us ...
The title “the Lamb”
reminds us that Christ is
our Substitute who gave
Himself for us, and under
that character the believer
first looked to Him and was
saved. How very true this
is. Which of us loved Him
until we were enabled by
grace to see His bleeding
wounds? It’s because of
the love and compassion
of the Bridegroom that the

2. The Identity of the Bride
The bride is referred to in
verse 7: “His wife hath made
herself ready.”
A. The pinpointing of the
bride. The bride is the church
of Jesus Christ, the whole
company of believers, the
complete and gathered-in
elect people of God (Hosea
2:19–20; Ephesians 5:25;
Isaiah 62:5). Dear believer,
that includes you, even
though there may be times
when you wrestle with
doubts and fears. Samuel
John Stone wrote,
The church’s one
foundation
Is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is His new creation
By water and the Word:
From heav’n He came and
sought her
To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He
bought her,
And for her life He died.
B. The preparing of the bride.
She is made “ready” (v. 7),
and her preparation is seen

further in verse 8: “And to her
was granted that she should
be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white: for the fine
linen is the righteousness of
saints.” Christ has provided
the wedding gown for her in
His perfect righteousness.
Her own clothes are but filthy
rags, but Christ cleanses
and purifies her to Himself
without spot or wrinkle or
blemish (Ephesians 5:26–27;
Isaiah 61:10).
What a day that will be, when
the Lord Jesus will see in
us, at last, the fruit of all the
travail of His soul and be
satisfied.

Those who
are invited are
they who have
responded to and
received the gift
of salvation.
3. The Invitation to the
Banquet
“Blessed are they which are
called unto the marriage
supper of the Lamb.” (v. 9)
Those who are invited are
they who have responded
to and received the gift
of salvation. That will be
a day of homecoming for
the believer and of eternal,
intimate communion with
Christ our Saviour. That
invitation to the banquet
goes out to you, that you
might get ready in the here

and now for the heavenly
wedding.
The day the Reformer John
Bradford was martyred at
Smithfield in 1555, he was
given to wear a clean shirt
sewn specifically for the
burning in the style of a
wedding shirt. Turning his
head to a young man, John
Leaf, who was tied with him
at the stake, he said, “Be of
good comfort, brother, for we
shall have a merry supper
with the Lord this night.”
Which will it be for you—a
merry supper with the Lord or
the cry of the damned in hell
for all eternity?
Jesus Christ invites you
to His wedding in heaven.
May each reader be seated
around the banquet table at
the marriage supper of the
Lamb. Trust in the Saviour’s
atoning blood for salvation,
and do so today, and then
you too will be there when
the roll is called up yonder,
seated and dining at the
Master’s table.

Jonathan Creane

is minster of Convoy
Free Presbyterian Church
Republic of Ireland.
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brought me to a place where
I could do nothing but yield
to His will.
“Outline some of the
encouragements you
enjoyed during your
pastoral ministry.”

Retired
Minister Interview
“Can you share how you
came to know the Lord as
your personal Saviour?”
For the first eighteen years
of my life, I never heard the
gospel. Then in the mid
’sixties I came into contact
with Dr Paisley and started
attending the church on the
Ravenhill Road. I can honestly
say that for the first time in
my life I heard the gospel
preached with great power.
After a few months of
attending the services, I
knew that I wasn’t right with
God. I tried to reform my life,
but it didn’t work. I needed
regeneration.
Then one night at a rally in
Ballymena, I purchased three
little booklets, one of which
was called “In the Last Days”.
As I was reading this little
book for the second time,
it suddenly dawned on my
heart that I was not ready
for the last days. I had never
truly trusted Christ.
16
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Right there and then I got
down on my knees and
asked Christ to save me. That
was the 5th November 1966,
the greatest day of my life. I
was eighteen years old. Fiftythree years have passed, and
I have never regretted that
Saturday morning so long
ago.
“How did you come in
contact with the Free
Presbyterian Church?”
Simply because of Dr Paisley.
I saw him on BBC news one
evening and decided I would
like to go and hear him.
After that first visit, there was
nowhere else I wanted to go.
I found in the Free
Presbyterian church my
spiritual family, something
that has never left me.
I love the church and its
people. I should say that
Dr Paisley was the greatest
influence on my life, and of
course he was my pastor in

those early days.
“How were you called to the
ministry?”
Again I would like to say that
Dr Paisley’s ministry made a
great impact on my life. I was
continually challenged to do
more for the Lord.
There was a lady missionary
in Martyrs’ church called
Valerie Shaw who worked
among Jewish people. She
became a dear friend, and
from my earliest days of
knowing her, she kept telling
me I should consider the
ministry. Valerie often told
me that God had given me
a gift and I would need to
start using it. She was very
persistent.
Of course, as I read the
Scriptures, God began to
reveal His will for me, yet for
seven years I fought against
it, telling the Lord I couldn’t
do it, I was very shy (many
doubt that, but it is true). God

There are so many
encouragements over the
last forty or more years that I
couldn’t list them all.
My first gospel mission
in Drumderg Orange Hall
certainly stands out. The hall
was full every night, and, best
of all, a good number of souls
professed faith. As I was
preaching one night a few
years ago, a committee man
in the church told me that
he was saved at Drumderg
mission, as were a few lads in
the local band.

God brought me to a
place where I could
do nothing but yield
to His will.
It has been my privilege
every year since my
ordination to conduct gospel
missions, sometimes several
in a year. The great thrill
of seeing people saved
has to be the greatest
encouragement. There are
of course other things that
encourage, for example,
when people tell you that
your ministry has helped and
blessed them, and thank you
for your words of comfort

during times of bereavement.
I have been so encouraged
and blessed in my ministry,
that words fail me in
expressing my gratitude to
the Lord.
“Can you share any
humorous moments from
that time?”
I can recall many humorous
events during my time in
the ministry. I will mention
one that happened when
I was a student. It was just
before the Christmas break,
and exams were looming.
Just as the lecture was
about to start, there was a
very loud knocking at the
door, followed by still louder
voice crying out, “Ho! Ho!
Ho! Merry Christmas!” Then
suddenly Santa appeared
in the lecture hall in full
regalia, with a sack full of
goodies, or so we thought.
Now in those days students
were – as I’m sure they still
are – somewhat in awe of
their lecturers. We wondered
what was going to happen
to this very brave and very
foolish student. I will not tell
who he was, but it would be
very easy to discover the
culprit. Suffice it to say, he
survived and is still with us.
It was a very funny moment,
thankfully taken in a good
spirit.
“What advice would you
give to young men starting
out in their pastoral ministry
today?”

about the ministry, as I have
done a number of times, I
always tell them, if you can
do anything else, do it. Now I
realise this may seem harsh,
but only when you come
to a place in your life when
you can do nothing else,
only then preach. When this
desire is overwhelming in
your life, when you can say
to the Lord, “Lord, I can’t do
anything else but go into the
ministry”, that’s when you will
know.
I am thinking of a number of
young men I have said that
to, who are now ordained
ministers in the church. I
don’t want to appear harsh,
but I must be honest.
Then, in the ministry, be
faithful to the Book and the
blood. Preach Christ, and
exalt Him.

Trevor Baxter

is retired from the pastorate,
having ministered in
Free Presbyterian Church,
Northern Ireland.
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promises.
2) The PERSPECTIVE of God
Albert Barnes notes that God
sees “all nations; all people.
He sees all their conduct.
They can conceal nothing
from him. They should,
therefore, stand in awe. The
wicked have much to fear
from One who sees all that
they do, and who has power
to crush and destroy them.”

A
Prayer for
Today

H

e ruleth by his power
for ever; his eyes
behold the nations:
let not the rebellious exalt
themselves. Selah. (Psalm 66:7)
Who is in control? It’s a matter
of much media speculation,
daily conversation, and
spirited debate. We look
to the one who occupies
the earthly throne, primeministerial chair, or presidency.
Yet that tells only a small part
of the story. If we consider
authority in the light of
Scripture, we find that there
is a throne that is higher
than any earthly throne. It is
occupied by the King of kings
and Lord of lords.
I want to consider three
thoughts from Psalm 66:7 that
I trust will cause us to see
the importance and privilege
of calling upon the Lord in
prayer.
1) The PERFECTION of God
• In this psalm we read of –
The One who is worthy of
the praises of all creation (vv.
1–2)

18
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The One who is conquerer
over all His enemies (v. 3)
The One who is the giver and
sustainer of life both physical
and spiritual (v. 9)
The One who is holy in His
being and glorious in His
majesty

“So Jotham became mighty,
because he prepared his
ways before the LORD his
God.”

We cannot think too highly of
God!

The Lord rules constantly
and consistently. The
commentator John Gill writes,

The word “power” could
be translated “might” or
“strength”. In Job 36:5 we
read, “Behold, God is mighty,
and despiseth not any: he
is mighty in strength and
wisdom.”
He is all-powerful in every
aspect of His being.
The more we know the Lord,
the more we shall be like Him.
In Daniel 11:32 we read, “The
people that do know their
God shall be strong, and do
exploits.” Our strength and
Christlikeness are enhanced
and mature as we spend time
with Him.
We are reminded of the path
of spiritual success in the
words of 2 Chronicles 27:6:

Lives, ministries, homes, and
churches will be blessed
when they are prepared
before God.

He rules in the kingdom
of nature and providence
by his power, and does
whatsoever he pleases;
nor can any stay his hand.
He rules in the kingdom of
grace, in the hearts of his
people, by his efficacious
grace; which makes them
willing, in the day of his
power, to be subject to him;
and in the latter day he will
take to himself his great
power and reign, when he
will be King for ever.
Therefore as we consider
His power, we can be
encouraged that God is able
for all our needs; God is able
to do what is impossible to
man; God is able to fulfil His

The Christian can be guilty
of thinking or acting as if
the Lord doesn’t know or
understand what we are
facing in our land and culture
today. They maybe don’t say
it, but they think thoughts
such as these: It would be
easier to live in Bible times.
We wish that we could go
back to the good old years!
Saying such things is
tantamount to saying God is
not able to bless, satisfy, and
save today as He once was.
I want to encourage you
today that God has not
changed. In His wisdom He
has chosen when and where
you would be born and
serve Him. He is able to do
exceeding abundantly above
all we could ask or think.
He knows exactly what
we are going through. He
identifies, sympathises, and
empathises with His people.
God sees it all. What an
encouragement today! Not
only does He see where we
are at and what we are going
through, but He has grace
that is able to sustain, comfort,
help, encourage, and build
Look at the context of this
verse. The psalmist is alluding

in verse 6 to the incident at
the Red Sea. The children of
Israel were trapped, but then
God worked a miracle and
made a way of escape from
the land of Egypt and the
tyranny of the Egyptians.

The Christian can
be guilty of thinking
or acting as if the
Lord doesn’t know or
understand what we
are facing in our land
and culture today.
3) The PRAYER to God
The enemy was charging
at them, coming to enslave
them and bring them back
into bondage again. The
Egyptians were so proud, but
they had forgotten that the
people they were seeking
to enslave again were the
people of God.
Sometimes we feel what the
Israelites felt on that occasion.
On one side the enemy, on
one side the mountains,
on one side the sea. We
sometimes feel trapped and
so hopeless that we cry out,
What are we doing here?
Defeat seems inevitable! But
remember, that was the very
moment that God stepped in!
This intervention of God
is recorded time and time
again in the Old Testament,
particularly in the Psalms.
Why? Because God’s people
need to be reminded that God
will step into circumstances
and situations at the right
time.

We often want the easy life.
We want to lay down the
armour and walk away from
the fight. But that is not what
we are called to! We are
saved to serve in the army of
God. See the cry that we can
make to the Lord in prayer:
“Let not the rebellious exalt
themselves”!
The rebellious – we use
that term of those who are
unsaved and actively promote
ungodliness – appear to be
having a field day. They are
so loud and have taken such
power in such a small space
of time. The biblical principles
that were the bedrock of a
stable society for so long are
now offensive to them, and
they are actively campaigning
and succeeding in having
some of them overturned or
redefined.
Remember, just when it
seemed that the Egyptians
had arrived at the Red Sea,
God stepped in and defeated
their plans! As the people
of God, we now need to
humble ourselves, plead for
God to intervene, and pray,
“Let not the rebellious exalt
themselves.”

Ryan McKee
is minister in Magherafelt
Free Presbyterian Church
and editor of LTBS.
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Overview of the
Book of Numbers

G

leaning in the rich
pastures of the
Bible is a profitable
exercise (2 Timothy 3:16–17),
and the book of Numbers is
no exception.
The Hebrew title for
this book means “in the
wilderness” and is taken
from the opening verse;
therefore the book reveals
the wanderings of the
children of Israel. Because of
their unbelief they wandered
in the wilderness instead of
claiming the land of promise
by faith.

Numbers reminds
us how unbelief
hinders blessing in
our lives today.
Numbers reminds us how
unbelief hinders blessing
in our lives today. These
wanderings have been
recorded for our learning
(1 Corinthians 10:1–10) and
warn us about the danger
of wasting our opportunities
rather than walking in the
centre of God’s will and
fulfilling the purpose God
has for us. It was God’s will
that Israel should go in and
possess the land promised,
but they did not. Rather,
they turned back at Kadesh
Barnea.
20
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The book of Numbers tells
a story of disobedience and
how the children of Israel
had to learn the lesson that
God knows best. It is a book
of warning, as it deals with
unbelief, but it is also a book
of comfort, which reveals the
patience of God.
The authorship of the book
is unquestionable, seen in
Numbers 33:2 and 36:13
and throughout Scripture in
such passages as Joshua
8:31 and Nehemiah 8:1, and
confirmed by the Saviour
in John 5:46–47 and 7:19.
The first five books of the
Bible are ascribed to Moses.
Let me simply draw your
attention to three points as
an overview of this book.
1. Preparations for the
Journey (chapters 1–10)
The book commences
with and concludes with
censuses. The instruction for
the first census was given by
God in 1:1–4, and the second
taken forty years later, prior
to the children of Israel
entering the promised land
(26:1–4). The Israelites had
encamped in the wilderness
of Sinai, and before leaving
their encampment God told
Moses and Aaron to take a
census of all the men from
twenty years old and upward,
all that were able to go forth
to war.
I have no doubt that this was

in preparation for warfare, but
it reminds us that everything
in God’s work must be
done decently and in order.
Nothing was done without
God’s guidance; for example,
the careful arrangement of
the camp with the tribes on
every side of the tabernacle
and the tabernacle central,
the tasks given to the
Levites, etc, are not without
significance. There was also
the cloud over the camp by
day and the pillar of fire by
night, assuring them that God
was leading them and that
they must obey.
In chapters 5 through 10 we
see God’s counsel regarding
the need for purity and
cleansing. Chapter 5 verse 3
sums it up: “that they defile
not their camps, in the midst
whereof I dwell.” We too
must learn the necessity of
personal holiness (1 Peter
1:15–16; 2 Timothy 2:1).
2. Problems on the Journey
(chapters 11–20)
No sooner had the journey
begun than the children
of Israel began to murmur.
They complained about the
manna, the water, the meat,
and the wilderness itself;
nothing was right, and the
miraculous supply from God
was never sufficient.
The manna was only a
temporary provision to
sustain them, as God desired

His children to enter into the
good and large land flowing
with milk and honey, but
they rebelled against Him.
And they were a people who
were constantly moaning
and complaining. Their
murmuring broke the heart
of God’s servant and today
destroys many a good work
(Philippians 2:14). God did not
overlook their murmuring but
sent judgment upon them
(11:1). This spirit of complaint
spread to Miriam and Aaron
in chapter 12, where they
spoke spitefully against
Moses, but God vindicated
His servant.

Their murmuring
broke the heart of
God’s servant and
today destroys
many a good work.
In Psalm 105:15 the Israelites
come to the border of
Canaan. Deuteronomy 1:21
records that Moses instructed
the people to go up and
possess the land, but the
children of Israel proposed
to send spies into the land
(Deuteronomy 1:22). It is clear
the people wanted more
than God’s promises before
they would go forward. The
spies saw it was as God said
it was, but they also saw
the giants and walled cities
and thought they were too
great to conquer (Numbers
13:31). Caleb and Joshua also
saw the obstacles, but they

believed in the omnipotence
of God and directed the
people to go forward
(13:30). The report
of the ten was
believed, and
the people
murmured
again.
Once more
God brought
the rod of
chastisement
upon them
(14:22–24).
Out of the
men older than
twenty years,
only Caleb and
Joshua would enter
into the promised
land. Then Korah, Dathan,
and Abiram led a rebellion
against the God-given
authority of Moses (16:1–3),
and God sent judgment upon
them (16:31–33).
3. Protection along the
Journey (chapters 21–36)
The Lord finally led the
children of Israel back to
Kadesh, and although they
continued murmuring and
endured God’s discipline
in the fiery serpents, they
also were witnesses to the
supernatural protection of
God. Throughout the rest
of the book we see the
unveiling of the patience
and goodness of God. Even
when Balaam tried to curse
them, God blessed, proving
that God’s purposes and plan
cannot be defeated by the
enmity of man. God’s ways
are always perfect, and His
purposes will be fulfilled.

At last the children of Israel
were about to enter the
promised land (36:13), yet we
look at the book of Numbers
and consider how tragic
were those wasted years.

Stephen McCrea
is minister in Carrickfergus
Free Presbyterian Church,
Northern Ireland.
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A Watered
Garden
Blessing

S

ometimes the Lord
brings His Word to us
in the most unlikely
places. It was at a local thrift
shop that I stumbled upon a
most wonderful promise on
a large picture underneath a
pile of random artwork. The
picture was worn out, but its
message was awe-inspiring:
“[T]hou shalt be like a watered
garden” (Isaiah 58:11). I was
struck by the beauty of this
promise and by the fact that
I had just visited Longwood
Gardens near Philadelphia,
home to more than a
thousand acres of exotic
plants, trees, flowers, and
watered gardens.

instructing His prophet to
deliver a very loud message
(“Cry aloud … like a trumpet”)
to His people about their
sin, even though they loved
to seek God daily, delighted
in approaching Him, and
bowed down their heads “as
a bulrush” when they fasted
in sackcloth and ashes. This
all sounds good, but it was a
meaningless outward show.
God was not pleased with
them, because they were just
going through the motions
of worship for their own
pleasure and profit (v. 3). Their
gathering was social rather
than spiritual; it was all about
them and not about God.

For me, this was one of those
Bible verses I knew I had seen
before, but it jumped out at
me as if it were the first time.
Wondering when, why, and to
whom God made this promise
excited me to read again
Isaiah 58 and the surrounding
chapters. The first important
lesson I learned, however,
applies to all inspirational
verses that find themselves
on pictures and plaques and
cards and such like: Always
read the context!

It’s easy for us to see the
mote in the eye of God’s
ancient people, but what
about the beam in our own
today? Do we ever just
go through the motions of
church, or do we always
genuinely come before God
with the sole purpose of
exalting Him with all of our
heart and soul? Like Judah,
we may delight to assemble,
but are we more excited
about meeting our friends
and hearing what’s new?
We must be honest: it is very
easy to get into the routine
of bowing our heads like a
bulrush, while our hearts can
be far away. May God help

Ten very sobering verses
precede this watered
garden promise, and they
are an important part of this
picture. They begin with God
22
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us to give Him our bowed
hearts, not just our bowed
heads.
Reading Isaiah 58
encourages me, because
I see a classic example of
God’s grace that is greater
than my sin, His unchanging
faithfulness that forgives
me, and His enduring mercy
that promises me blessing
when I turn again to Him,
even though I don’t deserve
it. Look how gracious God
was to Judah despite their
carelessness: “Forasmuch
as this people draw near me
with their mouth, and with
their lips do honour me, but
have removed their heart far
from me ...” (29:13). The Lord
was continually waiting to
bless them beyond what they
could imagine with a watered
garden blessing, and He does
the same for us.
As I write, we are
experiencing a scorching-hot
Canadian summer, and my
flowers, as they struggle to
survive, are daily reminding
me by their drooping heads
that they totally depend on
me to be their water source.
Sometimes I forget. When
the Lord promises to make
us like a watered garden, He

promises to be our unfailing
Source. Psalm 1 reminds us
that the God-blessed man
will enjoy continual spiritual
water: “[H]e shall be like a
tree planted by the rivers of
water, that bringeth forth his
fruit in his season; his leaf
also shall not wither”. Our
Lord Jesus Himself is “a well
of water springing up into
everlasting life” (John 4:14).
We are blessed beyond our
understanding!
On the other hand, maybe
you feel very weak and wilting
right now. You don't “feel”
alive and spiritually vigorous.
Instead of a lush garden, do
you feel like a wilderness? Are
the mundane stresses of life
threatening to suck the vitals
out of your spiritual life? Here
is a similar “garden” promise
from the Lord to encourage
you: “For the LORD shall
comfort Zion: he will comfort
all her waste places; and he
will make her wilderness like
Eden, and her desert like
the garden of the LORD; joy
and gladness shall be found
therein, thanksgiving, and
the voice of melody” (51:3).
Take heart. Don’t trust your
feelings, but trust God. His
blessing is not limited by your
circumstances. You are not
alone. Many of us feel dry and
brittle at times. Even one of
the greatest preachers, C. H.
Spurgeon, had his dry times:
My tank is getting very
low; no fresh rain comes to
fill it; what shall I do? I will
pull up the plug, and let its
contents run out to water
the withering plants around
it. What do I see? My cistern
seems to fill as it flows. A
secret spring is at work.

While all was stagnant, the
fresh spring was sealed;
but as my stock flows out
to water others the Lord
thinketh upon me. Hallelujah!
Maybe you are fortunate that
the sight of a well-watered
garden isn’t so uncommon
where you are planted, but
think of the climate of the
region in which this promise
was given. In that arid,
intensely hot Middle Eastern
land, the prospect would
be glorious. When she saw
lush vegetation and beautiful
flowers, my grandmother
used to say, “I could look
my eyes away.” I must have
inherited her passion, or
maybe it’s living in Eastern
Canada where the winter
keeps us from seeing a single
green leaf or blade of green
grass for six months. When
spring finally arrives, we are
thrilled beyond words.
Mr. Spurgeon mentioned
a “secret spring” at work.
It is the inner spring of the
blessed Holy Spirit of God.
The evidence of His work
will be seen in the beauty of
Christ upon us and the mind
of Christ within us. We will
bloom by His grace alone.
A simple principle is at work
here: the more we see of
Christ in our garden, the more
our lives will reflect Him. “Like
a watered garden, / Full of
fragrance rare, / Lingering in
Thy presence, / Let my life
appear” (Emily May Grimes).
Oh, dearest Lord, let my life
appear as a watered garden
to refresh my family, my
brothers and sisters, and the
world with whom I mingle
daily!

Come, Thou Fount of every
blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy
grace;
Streams of mercy, never
ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest
praise.

Think about this last thought:
the Lord God planted a
garden eastward in Eden in
the beginning of time. It was
a watered garden, as “a river
went out of Eden to water
the garden”. Our first parents
heard the Lord walking in
the garden in the cool of the
day. When they fell, God sent
them out of the garden. Now
the Lord promises us His
redeemed people that, if we
turn to Him with our heart, He
will make us like a watered
garden. I believe this blessing
is nearer to the heart of God,
and more sacred, than any
of us can take in. It is holy
ground. So may we not take
it lightly, but pray earnestly
that the Lord will bring us to
the place where He can bless
us with such a blessing –
even with a watered garden
blessing.

Jill Saunders

is the wife of Dr Larry
Saunders, minister of Toronto
Free Presbyterian Church,
Toronto, Canada, and a teacher
and guidance counsellor at
Whitefield Christian Academy.
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