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Psalm 78: 1-8
Maschil of Asaph.

1.  Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words 
of my mouth. 

2.  I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 

3.  Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 

4.  We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the 
generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, and 
his wonderful works that he hath done. 

5.  For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law 
in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make 
them known to their children: 

6.  That the generation to come might know them, even the 
children which should be born; who should arise and declare them 
to their children: 

7.  That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works 
of God, but keep his commandments: 

8.  And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious 
generation; a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose 
spirit was not stedfast with God. 
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EDITORIAL THE SALVATION OF THE PALSIED MAN

The Psalmist reminds us that children 
are the heritage of the Lord. As parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and even older 
siblings, we can testify to the blessing of 
children in our families. They are a source of 
happiness and joy for us. Without doubt, they 
enrich our lives. We thank the Lord for them. 

What a contrast to the world’s perspective! 
Often the attitude of this age brands children 
as an inconvenience or a hassle, another 
mouth to feed, a drain on resources, or even 
a barrier in the way of career progression. 
The indifference with which the ungodly 
often treat children is surely evident in the 
horrendous abortion figures that are on the 
increase, annually. 

It always strikes me as inappropriate when 
experienced Christian parents tease excited 
and expectant couples about the disruption, 
stress, and exhaustion that comes with 
children. Make no mistake about it, children 
require constant attention, love, provision and 
support, but they are a blessing from the Lord, 
and we ought never to forget that. Christian 
parents must be thankful that the Lord has 
favoured them with little ones. God in His 
perfect wisdom does not extend the privilege 
of parenthood to every Christian couple and 
we must be sensitive to those circumstances. 

In Judges 2, we read of the death of Joshua 
and his generation. Verse 10 records, “And 
also all that generation were gathered 
unto their fathers: and there arose another 
generation after them, which knew not the 
LORD, nor yet the works which he had done 
for Israel.” Joshua and the elders of Israel 
had completed their earthly duties; they 
were promoted to higher service. However, 
the generation that followed were ignorant 
of the Lord and His great works on behalf 
of His people.  What a solemn thought! With 
the passing of one generation, the Lord had 
been forgotten. We are reminded of our own 
circumstances. The Lord has been forgotten 
in these days in which we live. There are 
many people (young and old) who seem to

 

know nothing of
Christ and the gospel.

Psalm 78 underlines the importance of 
teaching the young about God, “That 
they might set their hope in God, and not 
forget the works of God, but keep his 
commandments” (Psalm 78:7). We thank 
the Lord for children.  In this issue of the 
Quarterly, we will see that the Lord uses 
children in His Word, to teach us valuable 
lessons, but we cannot forget about our 
responsibility to teach our own children. We 
pray that they would know the Lord. Our 
heart’s desire is that they would be reconciled 
to God through the Lord Jesus Christ, that in 
the years to come, they too, would tell their 
children about the old rugged cross, and 
Jesus Christ, the only Saviour of men. 

We must never underestimate the importance 
of instructing the young in the things of God. 

The Salvation of the 
Palsied Man
In the opening verses of Mark 2 we discover 
that knowledge of the Lord’s presence in 
Capernaum was widespread, and we read 
of Christ’s wonderful exchange regarding 
a palsied man.  The four who carried the 
palsied man to the home where Christ was, 
undeterred by the crowd, broke open the roof 
and lowered their friend before the Saviour.  
Whilst it is true the palsied man had a pressing 
physical need; he had an even greater spiritual 
need.  It is a joy to read that in an instant his 
sins were pardoned.  

The Privilege the Man Had
He was privileged in having friends who 
carried him right to where the Lord was.  
Capernaum also was a privileged city, enjoying 
much of the Lord’s presence and power.  
The Word preached here was confirmed 
by miracles and yet the people remained 
hard-hearted in unbelief.  Perhaps you have 
enjoyed similar privileges; others have given 
you an invitation and have brought you to 
where the gospel has been preached?  You 
have often heard the gospel, but you have 
not embraced its truth.  Nothing hardens the 
heart like hearing the gospel regularly and 
yet deliberately continuing in the way of sin.  
Be warned, “He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be 
destroyed, and that without remedy”
(Proverbs 29:1).

The Problem the Man Had
Clearly this palsied man had experienced 
much suffering and pain due to his disability.  
Always dependent on others, his condition 

was a helpless and hopeless one.  Yet 
the Lord saw his troubled 

conscience and said in verse 5: “Son, thy 
sins be forgiven thee.”  Note that the man 
did not question the Lord’s assessment of his 
condition.  Here is a man who knows he is a 
sinner in the sight of God.  Have you faced 
up to the fact that you too, are a sinner?  The 
searching question is posed in Job 14:4: “Who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?  not 
one.”  By nature, we are all sinners, unable to 
walk with God, condemned already, lost and 
undone.

The Power of the Saviour
With all authority Christ said in verse 5: “Son, 
thy sins be forgiven thee.”  The scribes, 
supposing the Lord to be only a man, 
responded in verse 7: “Why doth this man 
thus speak blasphemies?  Who can forgive 
sins but God only?”  The Lord Jesus is God 
of very God.  He could say in John 10:30, “I 
and my Father are one.”  At the cross Christ 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God (1 Peter 3:18). 
Today repent, break off with your sin and 
trust alone in Christ for salvation and then 
you will know the blessedness of the one 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered.

Pardon – from an offended God!
Pardon – for sins of deepest dye!
Pardon – bestowed through Jesus's blood!
Pardon – that brings the rebel nigh!
Who is a pardoning God like thee?
Or who has grace so rich and free?

(Rev Samuel Davies)

Rev David Priestly 

(Retired)

Rev Stephen Nelson
is editor of LTBS magazine 
and minister of Rasharkin Free 
Presbyterian Church, Northern 
Ireland.

Children
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W ork on the new studio continues at a steady pace. The ceiling and upper walls have 
been drylined and painted black. Additionally, new brackets have been made and 
fitted to the ceiling for the lighting rig, which has also been repainted black. The audio 

and video cabling has commenced and the control rooms are almost complete. The electrical 
cabling and power outlets are installed, ready for the carpet and worktop installation. 

There continues to be much work carried out behind the scenes and the LTBS Committee 
appreciate the efforts of those who are contributing to, and coordinating, this sizeable project. 

LTBS NEWS LTBS NEWS

Ahoghill 
Shop Report 

A hoghill LTBS 
Charity Shop 
officially opened on 

Wednesday 5th June 2024, 
after several months of 
planning and preparation. 

The LTBS board had been 
praying for a long time for 
the Lord to provide the right 
building to accommodate 
a TV gospel ministry. After 
the Ahoghill building was 
purchased, the board 
realised that the shop front 
(former gym area) held great 
potential to be used as 
another charity shop gospel 
outreach, and LTBS Charity 
Shop, Ahoghill, came into 
existence! 

Our regional manager, Mrs 
Sheree Patterson, planned 
and organised this new 
venture before asking local 
Free Presbyterian ministers 
to request volunteers from 
their churches. An open 
morning was held in early 
2024, and our band of 
volunteers expanded.  

From our opening day, 
Ahoghill LTBS Charity Shop 
has been well received in 
the village, with local people 
commenting that they are 
pleased to see the building 
being put to good use. We 
are very grateful for all the 
donations that have been 
received and for the kindness 
and support that has been 
shown. Many have stopped 
by to see the premises, 
some of whom have a past 
connection to them for 

various 
reasons. In fact, 
one of our female volunteers 
used to work in the former 
draper’s shop called ‘Arnold's 
of Ahoghill’, which was in our 
building!

Many visitors have enquired 
about the plans for the rest of 
the building, particularly the 
TV recording studio. We are 
excited to see how the Lord 
will use these new facilities 
to extend His kingdom. 

Ahoghill LTBS Charity Shop 
currently has a dedicated 
staff of nineteen volunteers 
from Ballymena, Portglenone, 
Rasharkin, and Ballymoney 
Free Presbyterian churches. 
We are very thankful for all 
our volunteers and their 
eagerness to work for the 
Lord. Our volunteers testify 
to being greatly blessed 
by fellowship with other 
Christians and making new 
friends. They enjoy chatting 
to customers and getting to 
know locals, being able to 
serve the Lord in a practical 
and rewarding way and 
helping to spread the gospel 
by witnessing and handing 
out tracts and magazines. 

The 
primary focus 
of the shop is, of course, 
to witness for the Lord and 
to reach souls for Him. 
As staff, we seek to hand 
out tracts and magazines 
daily. We have been greatly 
encouraged by the reception 
in the past twelve months, 
with gospel literature 
seldom being refused. 
Some volunteers have been 
blessed to witness one-to-
one with customers, and we 
pray that the Lord will work 
in hearts and especially that 
local contacts will bear fruit, 
and souls will be saved. 

May God continue to richly 
bless the work in Ahoghill, 
and may our prayer be in 
the spirit of John 9:4: “I must 
work the works of Him that 
sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no man 
can work.”

Mrs Marbeth Nicholl 
attends Ballymena FPC and 
manages LTBS Charity Shop, 
Ahoghill.

Update on the Recording Studio
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BIG QUESTIONS STUDY DOCTRINE

T he  other morning 
while in the drive-thru 
for my morning coffee, 

there was a man sitting on 
the path, leaning against the 
building. His dishevelled hair, 
bloodshot eyes, and aimless 
stare suggested a broken 
life: maybe addiction, failed 
marriage, lost job, reckless 
lifestyle? I rolled down the 
window and offered to buy 
him a coffee, but he replied, 
“I just need change to buy 
beer.” This was the first time 
I had met an ‘honest’ beggar. 
Whatever got him into this 
state, his life was now one 
of suffering, disappointment, 
and despair. Some would say 
he was “dealt a bad hand” 
and some would ask, “How 
could a good God allow a 
man to plummet into such a 
state?”

This relatively common 
example only opens the 
door to more horrific cases 
of turmoil, pain, and anguish 
endured by countless people 
repeatedly asking the same 
question, “Where is God?” 

In his work, The Silence of 
God, Sir Robert Anderson 
(renowned Scotland Yard 
Assistant Commissioner, 
author, and theologian) 
wrote, “What mind is 
competent to grasp the 
sum of all this great world’s 
misery, heaped up day after 
day, year after year, century 
after century … but in vain 
do we strain our ears to hear 
some voice from the throne 
of Divine Majesty. The far-off 
heaven where, in perfect 
peace and unutterable glory 
God dwells and reigns, is 
SILENT!”

From a different perspective, 
the avowed atheist Richard 
Dawkins, in his book, River 
Out of Eden: A Darwinian 
View of Life, wrote, “In 
a universe of electrons 
and selfish genes, blind 
physical forces and genetic 
replication, some people 
are going to get hurt, other 
people are going to get 
lucky, and you won't find any 
rhyme or reason in it, nor any 
justice. The universe that we 

observe has precisely the 
properties we should expect 
if there is, at bottom, no 
design, no purpose, no evil, 
no good, nothing but pitiless 
indifference.” Just like the 
‘honest beggar’ and his beer 
money, so the incredulous 
Dawkins holds consistent 
to his cosmology – no God, 
no purpose, no design, no 
reason – it’s just the way it is.

The theory of a random 
collision of atoms in the 
universe without purpose 
or design leads to a cold, 
blind nihilism that provides 
no comfort nor meaningful 
answer to suffering. 
Humanity needs the truth, 
and the only reliable source 
of truth is the revelation of 
the Creator, namely the Word 
of the living God. The answer 
to life, including human 
suffering is in the Scripture, 
which leads us to the cross 
of Calvary, where the Son 
of God suffered and died in 
our place. Fallen man faces 
thorns and briars, suffering 
and grief, separation and 

death, all the result of sin, 
but God intervened with His 
unconditional love and grace 
bringing to fallen man peace, 
hope, and everlasting life. 
Jesus Christ Himself suffered 
to pay the price for our sin 
so that we would be set free 
from eternal suffering in hell. 
This is the good news of the 
gospel!

Perhaps the more 
troublesome question about 
suffering comes from sincere 
believers who are trying to 
understand the purpose of a 
loving Father allowing them 
to suffer. Job’s three friends 
concluded it was retribution 
for secret and overt sin.  
For Eliphaz, it was an open 
and shut case, “Who ever 
perished, being innocent? 
or where were the righteous 
cut off?” For Bildad, “If thou 
wert pure and upright; surely 
now [God] would awake for 
thee” or Zophar, “Should 
thy lies make men hold their 

peace?” (Job 4:7; 8:6; 11:3). 
Job’s friends were sadly 
misguided. They did not 
know that secret forces were 
at work with Satan trying 
to destroy God’s faithful 
servant and God’s purpose 
of allowing soul-breaking 
anguish to a righteous man. 
But by faith, even in severe 
suffering, Job was able to 
declare, “But he knoweth the 
way that I take: when he hath 
tried me, I shall come forth as 
gold".

When Saul of Tarsus was 
saved and called to serve 
Christ, he was not promised 
fame and ease, but trial and 
suffering. God said, “I will 
show him how great things 
he must suffer for my name’s 
sake” (Acts 9:16). And was 
this not to be expected? Did 
not our Lord say, “If any man 
will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me". 

The suffering of God’s people 
is part of His providential 
plan to bring us into 
conformity with Christ. God 
does all things well and we 
must trust and rest upon the 
promise that “all things work 
together for good to them 
that love God, to them who 
are the called according to 
His purpose” (Romans 8:28). 
To trust when we cannot see, 
to embrace the rose bush 
of God’s will even though its 
sharp thorns will pierce us is 
the repose of faith. Richard 
Baxter said: “Suffering so 

unbolts the door of the heart 
that the Word has easier 
entrance.” How true! May 
the Word bring the joy of the 
Lord for our strength and 
perseverance when we are 
called to suffer in the will of 
God.

But what about the beggar, 
the atheist, and every other 
Christ rejecter? “God is 
silent now,” wrote Anderson, 
“because He has spoken His 
last word of mercy and love 
in Christ. He is beseeching 
men to be reconciled (2 Cor. 
5:20). The One to whom 
all judgment has been 
committed, and who will 
appear one day as the Judge 
of all, is now the Saviour…” 
Man brings eternal suffering 
on himself when He refuses 
to accept God’s offer of love 
and mercy in the gospel. May 
that encourage us to step 
up our resolve to share far 
and wide such gospel relief 
available to the broken lives 
we meet every day.

Rev Larry Saunders
is minister of Toronto Free 
Presbyterian Church, Canada.

Big Questions —
How can a
good God 
allow so much 
suffering in the 
world?       

The theory of a 
random collision 
of atoms in the 
universe without 
purpose or design 
leads to a cold, 
blind nihilism 
that provides 
no comfort nor 
meaningful answer 
to suffering. 
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O ften as I leave Annie 
Hanna’s home, I feel 
she has been as 

much an encouragement to 
me as I have to her. Annie is 
a mother, grandmother, great 
grandmother, prayer warrior, 
member of Rasharkin FPC, 
and avid viewer of LTBS 
television programmes. 
Her testimony to God’s 
faithfulness is remarkable 
and I trust a blessing to our 
readers. Ed. 

Annie was brought up 
just outside the village of 
Portglenone. Her parents 
were Christians and godly 
examples to their seven 
children. She recalls her 
father would frequently recite 
his favourite passages of 
Scripture in the family home.  
Many decades later, Annie 
still cherishes the memories 
of those times she had with 
her parents and siblings. 
Recently, during a pastoral 
visit, she recollected the 
days when the horse and 
cart were used as transport 
to and from the moss (peat 

bog). A very experienced jam 
maker, her family recognise 
that her technique must 
be shared with a younger 
generation.   
As a child, Annie came to 
the Lord in simple faith. 
She remembers that the 
Lord used a gospel tract 
to emphasise her need of 
Him. She acknowledges in 
her Christian life there were 
times when she rededicated 
herself to the Master, but her 
testimony is one that proves 
the faithfulness of God. 
Annie completed her training 
in commercial bookkeeping 

in Ballymena and then 
worked in the town and later 
in Portglenone.  In 1965 she 
married George Hanna; it 
was then that she moved 
into the house on the Craigs 
Road, where she still lives 
today. George and Annie 
were blessed with seven 
children. 
Tragedy struck the family on 
25 April 1985 when Annie’s 
daughter, Annette, was 
killed, aged fifteen. Annette 
had been cycling, and as 
the result of a road traffic 
collision, lost her life.  Annie’s 
brother rang her that day to 
tell her the awful news. He 
informed her that something 
terrible had happened, 
but Annie knew that it was 
“nothing outside what the 
Lord has allowed.” Obviously, 
those days were full of grief 
and pain, but she explains 
they were also “precious 
days” because “the presence 
of the Lord was so real.” 
Annie knew in the midst of all 
of the grief that the Lord was 
with her. In fact, she believes 
that the Lord had even been 

preparing her for this tragic 
loss. Others marvelled at 
the strength Annie showed 
during this heartbreaking 
time, but Annie clearly 
testifies the strength was 
not hers; it was entirely the 
Lord’s. Annette was ready 
for eternity; she had given 
her heart to the Lord and 
Annie looks forward to their 
reunion in heaven. Annie 
recounts that on the morning 
of Annette’s funeral, Annie’s 
father, well on in years and 
suffering from blindness, 
quoted a verse of Scripture, 
the very verse that Rev 
John Long would take as his 
text during the funeral. The 
nearness of God was so real 
to Annie in those dark days. 
In the many years since the 
loss of her daughter, Annie 
has endured difficult times. 

She has suffered the loss 
of her husband, has had 
numerous problems with 
her own health as well as 
sickness in her family, yet she 
has repeatedly proved the 
faithfulness of God. She says, 
“I just bathe myself in the 
Psalms.” She finds so much 
comfort and encouragement 
in the inspired poetry.  
Annie has a loving family who 
diligently care for her. She 
has eighteen grandchildren 
and one great grandson 
and her love for each one is 
evident as she talks of them. 
She acknowledges that she 
has much for which to be 
thankful: God has been good 
to her. 
For Annie the LTBS television 
programmes are “such a 
blessing”; she looks forward 
to them each week. Being 

unable to attend church 
services is challenging for 
many older believers.  Annie 
explains that she sorely 
misses the mid-week prayer 
meeting, but it is a joy for her 
to watch the LTBS recording 
on a Wednesday evening. 
The wide variety of preachers 
that give of their talent 
and time in making these 
programmes is something 
she really appreciates. 

Testimony —

Annie 
Hanna

As a child, Annie 
came to the Lord 
in simple faith. 
She remembers 
that the Lord used 
a gospel tract to 
emphasise her 
need of Him.

TESTIMONY TESTIMONY

For Annie the 
LTBS television 
programmes are 
“such a blessing”; 
she looks forward 
to them each 
week. Being 
unable to attend 
church services 
is challenging 
for many older 
believers.
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STUDY DOCTRINE

G od has ordained 
that we are born 
without knowledge 

and in need of instruction. 
During our formative years, 
education typically comes 
from our seniors, such 
as parents and teachers. 
However, as life progresses 
and God grants some of us 
the blessing of longevity, 
there will come a time 
when those teaching us 
are actually many years 
our junior. Without doubt, it 
can be challenging for the 
older to accept instruction 
from those younger, but 
the Apostle Paul offers 
encouragement in his 
letter to Timothy: "Let no 
man despise thy youth; 
but be thou an example of 
the believers, in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity" (1 

Timothy 4:12). This text 
implies that Timothy faced 
discouragement in his 
ministry, due to his youth. 
May we not harbour the 
same attitude as we reflect 
on the example of a child 
who displayed remarkable 
faithfulness to God. 

Samuel Was 
Submissive to God’s 
Will.

God knows the end from the 
beginning (Isaiah 46:10). He 
is sovereign, having planned, 
purposed, and permitted 
all that will happen. God’s 
plan for Samuel was clear: 
he would serve as a child 
at the temple and later as a 
prophet to Israel. A pivotal 
part of Samuel’s direction 
in life was the vow made 
by his mother, Hannah. 
Childless and heart-broken, 
Hannah vowed to dedicate 
her son to the Lord if He 
would bless her with a child. 
When Samuel was born, she 
faithfully fulfilled her promise, 
bringing him to the temple 
once he was weaned. At 
around four or five years 
old, Samuel was left with Eli, 
the priest. While we often 

focus on Hannah’s sacrifice, 
we should also consider 
Samuel’s experience. It must 
have been challenging for 
such a young child to be 
separated from his family. 
Likely, he wept and felt 
confused, yet Scripture never 
records Samuel complaining 
or becoming angry at God 
or his mother. Instead, we 
see a boy who submitted 
to God’s will and grew in 
grace. 1 Samuel 2:26 tells 
us, "And the child Samuel 
grew on, and was in favour 
both with the LORD, and also 
with men." There may be 
times when God places us 
in circumstances we would 
not have chosen. Instead of 
becoming resentful or bitter, 
we should humbly submit 
to His will. The best place 
for us to grow in holiness is 
in the centre of God’s will, 
whatever that may entail.

Samuel Served the Lord 
Faithfully.

From a young age, Samuel 
embraced a life of service to 
the Lord. His faithfulness and 
diligence are evident in two 
key ways:

a) Samuel Advanced in 
Responsibility. 1 Samuel 
2:11 states, "And the child 
did minister unto the LORD 
before Eli the priest." Later, in 
1 Samuel 2:18, we read, "But 
Samuel ministered before the 
LORD, being a child, girded 
with a linen ephod." These 
verses reveal a progression 
in Samuel’s service. Initially, 
he ministered "before Eli," 
suggesting he was under 
Eli’s supervision. However, as 
time passed, Samuel’s faithful 
service earned him greater 
responsibilities, shown by 
his wearing the linen ephod, 
a garment associated with 
priestly duties. Samuel’s 
obedience and diligence 
prepared him for his future 
role as a prophet (1 Samuel 
3:20-21). This reminds us 
that we cannot expect to be 
entrusted with significant 
responsibility without first 
proving our faithfulness in 
smaller tasks.

b) Samuel Remained Faithful 
Amidst Corruption. Samuel 
served alongside Eli’s sons, 
Hophni and Phinehas. These 
men did not know the Lord 
and committed grievous 
sins, including profaning the 
sacrificial system, engaging 
in immorality, and abusing 
their authority. Despite 
their wicked influence, 
Samuel remained steadfast 
in his service to God. He 
exemplifies how the Lord can 
sustain His people even in 
challenging environments.

Samuel Was Steadfast 
in Obeying the Lord.

In 1 Samuel 3, Samuel 
received his first vision from 
the Lord, foretelling judgment 
on Eli’s house. This was a 
difficult message for a young 
boy to deliver to a mature 
man who had served God 
for many years. Yet Samuel 
did not shy away from his 
task. He faithfully conveyed 
everything the Lord had 
revealed to him, despite 
the challenges it presented. 
Samuel’s obedience sets a 
standard for preachers and 
servants of God today: to 
be faithful in proclaiming 
God’s message, regardless 
of how difficult it may be. 
We may prefer to have other 
people deliver the message 
or we may not want to 
deliver the message directly 
to the person, but Samuel 
demonstrates that we must 
be steadfast in obedience to 
the Lord. 

The life of the boy Samuel 
teaches us important lessons 
about submission, service, 
and steadfastness. However, 
there was a greater Son and 
Servant than Samuel – Jesus 
Christ. He submitted to His 
Father’s will and served Him 
faithfully, even in the most 
challenging circumstances. 
Yet, Christ’s steadfastness 
went beyond that of Samuel, 
as He never wavered, even 
to the point of enduring 
the cross for our salvation 
(Hebrews 12:2). 

As we meditate on the story 
of Samuel today, may it point 
us to the greater Son and 
Servant, Jesus Christ. May 
His perfect example cause us 
to serve our God with humble 
submission, faithful service 
and steadfast obedience.

Lessons to
be Learned
from the
Boy Samuel

LESSONS TO BE LEARNED FROM THE BOY SAMUEL

A pivotal part of 
Samuel’s direction 
in life was the 
vow made by his 
mother, Hannah.

The best place 
for us to grow in 
holiness is in the 
centre of God’s 
will, whatever that 
may entail.

Rev Andrew Simpson
is minister of Heritage Free 
Presbyterian Church, Prince 
George, BC, Canada.
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STUDY DOCTRINE

A t the age of only 
eight, Josiah was 
crowned King of 

Judah. God’s people had 
turned their backs on the 
Lord and were engaged 
in idolatry. Josiah, a godly 
young king, sought change 
for the better, and his 
remarkable reign was 
characterised by widespread 
religious reform. Scripture 
testifies that Josiah “did that 
which was right in the sight of 
the LORD,” and true worship 
was restored under his 
leadership.

The Parents of Josiah
As we consider the story of 
Josiah, we are reminded of 
the importance of the role 
guardians play in a child’s 
life. Josiah’s grandfather 
was Manasseh and sadly, 
he did that which was evil 
in the sight of the Lord. He 
worshipped false gods and 
showed very poor paternal 
leadership. The father of 
Josiah was called Amon. He 
only reigned as king for a 
short time but again Scripture 
bears record of his sin and 
how he followed in the 
footsteps of Manasseh.

Even though Josiah’s 
forebears were ungodly, 
he sought to do that which 
was right in the sight of the 
Lord. The question then 
remains: how did Josiah 
learn of the Lord and gain 
his desire to do right before 
Him?  Scripture points to his 
maternal family. 2 Kings 22:1 
reveals Josiah’s mother was 
Jedidah. This name means, 
‘beloved’. Her father was 
Adaiah, meaning ‘Jehovah 
hath adorned’. It appears that 
Josiah was taught about the 
Lord from his mother and 
followed in her footsteps.

Psalm 127:3 records that 
“children are an heritage 
of the LORD: and the fruit 

of the womb is his reward.” 
Psalm 78 refers to children 
as, “the generation to come”, 
emphasising the importance 
of teaching children God’s 
Word that they “might 
set their hope in God.” 
Deuteronomy 6:7 further 
highlights the responsibility 
of parents to instruct children 
in the things of God: “And 
thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children.” 
The parental responsibility to 
teach children the things of 
God cannot be downplayed. 

The Path of Josiah
Following the godly influence 
of his mother, Josiah was 
said to walk “in all the way 
of David his father” (2 Kings 
22:2). Clearly then, Josiah 
had been taught Israel’s 
history and was emulating 
King David’s devotion to 
the Lord. 2 Chronicles 34:3 
confirms that Josiah, while 
still a child, decided by the 
grace of God that this was 
the path for him.
 As Josiah led reform in the 
religious practices in Judah, 
we can imagine that he 
would have been met with 
protest about ‘how times 

have changed’ and that 
following the false gods, 
‘offered more diverse ways of 
worship.’  However, here was 
a young man with the belief 
and conviction to walk in ALL 
the ways of David.
Later in his reign, Josiah 
determined to repair the 
house of the Lord and rid it 
of the idolatry his father and 
grandfather had embraced. 
During the repair work, a 
book was found. It was the 
Book of the Law of God. A 
re-discovery of God’s Word. 
In response to hearing the 
instruction of God’s Word, 
Josiah rent his clothes. The 
rending of the clothes was 
a symbol of the rending of 
the heart. God’s precious 
Word touched him. 2 Kings 
22:19 describes the heart of 
Josiah as “tender”. Sadly, so 
many are hard-hearted when 
it comes to God’s Word, but 
Josiah’s heart was ready to 
receive that Word and obey 
it. This was a pivotal moment 
in the life and reign of Josiah. 
Perhaps in our day and 
generation such a righteous 
religious reform in a royal 
palace or a government 
seems implausible? Yet, 
when we look at the history 
of the British monarchy, 
there is a striking parallel to 
Josiah. Edward VI, son of the 
infamous Henry VIII, came to 
the throne at the age of nine 
in 1547. Under Edward’s reign 
the English Reformation was 
consolidated. As a result, 
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer 
referred to young Edward as 

“Josiah the Second”. Despite 
his short reign (Edward VI 
died aged 15), he made a vital 
contribution to the English 
Reformation. Accordingly, 
there is a statue in Windsor 
Castle depicting the boy king 
reading the Bible. Even as we 
wrestle with our lack of faith, 
surely, we have to concede, 
the Lord is able to do this 
again? 

The Purpose of Josiah
Scripture says Josiah “turned 
not aside to the right hand 
or to the left” (2 Kings 22:2). 
No doubt, there were many 
temptations, yet he had a 
clear purpose and a devotion 
of heart. He made a serious 
and definite decision to seek 
after God with all his heart. 
True, Josiah reigned for 
thirty-one years, but even 
in his youth, he sought 
to please the Lord. The 
prominent Protestant and 
eventual martyr, William 
Tyndale, recognised the 
importance of teaching 
young people the way of the 
Lord. When once disputing 
with a Roman Catholic priest, 

Tyndale said, “If God spare 
my life, ere many years I will 
cause the boy that drives 
the plough to know more of 
God’s Word than you.”
Clearly then, the Lord has a 
special purpose for children. 
Beyond Josiah, there are 
many examples in Scripture: 
the young maid of Naaman’s 
wife; the boy with loaves and 
fishes; even Jesus, at the age 
of twelve, being found in the 
temple. 
May Christian parents, like 
Jedidah, seek to raise up 
more children and young 
people, like Josiah, with 
purpose of heart for the Lord 
and His Word.

Josiah:
The Boy King

JOSIAH: THE BOY KING

Even though 
Josiah’s forebears 
were ungodly, he 
sought to do that 
which was right 
in the sight of the 
Lord.

Sadly, so many are 
hard-hearted when 
it comes to God’s 
Word, but Josiah’s 
heart was ready to 
receive that Word 
and obey it.

Rev Ian Kenny
is minister in Hillsborough
Free Presbyterian Church, 
Northern Ireland.
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If ever there was 
an example of a 
little child leading 
someone (Isaiah 
11:6) surely this 
incident qualifies.

Naaman’s 
Little Maid

NAAMAN’S LITTLE MAID STUDY DOCTRINE

the leper who was 
healed (Luke 4:27). Still, 

all this was unknown to our 
heroine, and she honestly 
believed that Naaman’s 
application to Elijah would 
not be in vain. 

Her Example was Right.

It was not all plain sailing. 
When her words made it into 
the king’s palace, the King of 
Syria took it upon himself to 
command the King of Israel 
to heal Naaman, causing 
the neighbouring monarch 
unnecessary distress. Then 
Naaman himself brought his 
own thoughts to the matter, 
taking grave offence that 
Elijah did not even come 
out to meet him and then 
sent him to dip seven times 
in the River Jordan. Indeed, 
he was so angry that he was 
ready to storm away. If he 
was ready to forget about 
God, God was not ready to 
forget about him. Following 
the great example of the 
little maid, the other servants 
spoke up and persuaded him 
to obey the Word of God. 

As we read the story of this 
faithful little maid, there are 
several applications that can 
be made to our own lives 
today.  

Let evangelists take careful 
note of the power of a simple 
word of exhortation. A little 
seed sown can go a long 
way. Let us not inject our own 
thoughts into the simplicity 
of the gospel. The sinner 
will always reject the gospel, 
until the grace of God makes 
him willing in the day of His 
power. 

Sabbath School teachers and 
children’s workers ought to 
take heart. The child can be 
an evangelist in the home. 
God uses the weak things to 
confound the mighty. 

There is a word here for 
parents. It is likely that this 
little girl was well schooled 
at her mother’s knee. Such 
schooling survived the harsh 
realities of life to which she 
had been subjected. Like 
John the Baptist, schooled 
by the aged Elizabeth, she 
became a burning and 
shining light. 

Finally, there is a great word 
here for the unsaved. Only 
God can heal you of the 
leprosy of sin. Do not let 
rotten pride, or your own 
thoughts of what God ought 
to do, stop you from coming 
to Christ. You are in no 
position to negotiate. Had 

Naaman walked away, then 
he would have died in his 
leprosy, but he yielded, and 
his flesh came up as that of a 
little child.

W e do not know 
the name or the 
age of the little 

heroine to which we are 
introduced in 2 Kings 5:1-14. 
The Hebrew word for “maid” 
denotes “a girl from infancy 
to adolescence”, although 
the adjective “little” is 
noteworthy. If ever there was 
an example of a little child 
leading someone (Isaiah 11:6) 
surely this incident qualifies. 
We can draw several lessons 
and encouragements from 
the little maid.

Her Heart was Right.

This little girl was an Israelite 
indeed, whose heart and 
spirit had been inwardly 
circumcised by the Spirit of 
God. This is evidenced two 
ways: [i] She had a forgiving 
spirit. She was a slave in 
the house of Naaman, 
commander of the victorious 
army which had torn her 
away from all that she loved.  
[ii] She had a loving spirit. 
She was truly concerned 
that her master was dying of 
leprosy. 

Her Moment was Right.

Her words were not 
dismissed as wishful thinking, 
or childish chatter, from 
someone who needed more 
experience in the real world. 
Her words were apples of 
gold in pictures of silver, 
because they were fitly 
spoken (Proverbs 25:11). We 
give the highest praise to 
her words, because they 
were spoken in due season 
(Proverbs 15:23). They were 
the right words, to the right 
person, at the right time. 
Had she prayed for such 
an opening to exercise this 
seasonable word to the 
weary? It is evident that 
God gave her the tongue of 
the learned. This little maid 

was perhaps not scholarly 
in worldly philosophy, but 
certainly astute in the things 
of God. Did she see that 
continual look of worry on 
the face of her mistress? 
Her moment came, and she 
grabbed it with both hands.

Her Advice was Right.

She wanted her dying master 
to go to see the prophet in 
Samaria. Her description of 
Elijah is all-revealing. She 
draws attention to his office 
as prophet, a man inspired 
to preach the Word of God. 
Ultimately, Elijah, as an 
individual, was helpless in the 
matter. However, as God’s 
prophet, he had something 
which medical science could 
not match. 

Her advice was right 
because it was based on 
two convictions: [i] She did 
not doubt God’s power to 
heal. With God nothing is 
impossible. [ii] She did not 
doubt God’s willingness to 
heal. True, there were many 
lepers in Israel at this time 
and yet it was only Naaman 

Mr Colin Maxwell 
is a missionary serving in NI 
and the Irish Republic.

Let evangelists 
take careful note 
of the power of 
a simple word of 
exhortation. 

Sabbath School 
teachers and 
children’s 
workers ought to 
take heart. The 
child can be an 
evangelist in the 
home. God uses 
the weak things 
to confound the 
mighty. 
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poor; wheat was a lot more 
desirable and therefore, 
expensive.  Notice also a 
veiled emphasis on the fact 
that these were small fishes, 
underlining the supposed 
inadequacy of this offering. 
This can often be how the 
Christian feels in terms of his 
service for the Lord. There is 
so much to do; the work of 
God is so vast; there are so 
many perishing in their sin. 
We can feel that our best is 
nowhere near sufficient. We 
examine our talents and gifts 
and, like Andrew, we ask, 
“What are these among so 
many?”

The Lord Jesus simply 
commanded the disciples 
to bring the young lad to 
Him. Christ has the capacity 
to take our lives and best 
efforts, feeble though they 
be, and make a masterpiece 
from them. This is precisely 

what happened with the 
young lad and his lunch! 
Mark’s account states that 
Christ commanded the 
multitude to sit down on the 
grass in companies of fifties 
and hundreds. Christ then 
looked up into heaven, gave 
thanks, broke the bread and 
gave it to the disciples to 
distribute to the multitude. 
Christ took the lunch from 
the lad, broke it and simply 
blessed it. Christ delights to 
take our feeble efforts and 
seemingly inconsequential 
lives and bless them for His 
own name’s sake and glory. 

The gospels record that 
the entire multitude did eat 
and were filled and there 
were also twelve baskets 
of leftovers to spare. Christ 
marvellously used this young 
lad and his meagre lunch to 
meet the needs of the many 
people that day, and He 
continues to use the weak 
and the foolish things in His 
service (1 Corinthians 1:27).  
John, describing the coming 
of Christ into the world, 
in John 1:16 wrote, “Of his 
fulness have all we received, 
and grace for grace.” May 
Christ Himself cause us all 
to know more of His fullness 
and grace in His service. 

THE LAD AND HIS LUNCH STUDY DOCTRINE

N iccolò Paganini, a 
19th century Italian 
musician, was the 

most celebrated violinist and 
composer of his time, and his 
influence is still keenly felt 
in modern techniques today. 
Once while playing before 
the aristocracy in the Royal 
Opera House in Paris, one 
of the strings on his violin 
snapped. As he continued, 
a second also snapped, 
quickly followed by a third. 
Just one string remained 
on his violin. He still played 
masterfully. At the end of his 
performance the crowd arose 
to their feet and applauded 
him for his extraordinary 
accomplishment. They were 
astounded by what a master 
violinist could do with just 
one little string on a broken 
violin. We are reminded of 
the lad and his lunch in John 
6. In this miracle we see the 
Saviour takes that which is 
little or insignificant and uses 
it for His glory.  

In the account of the feeding 
of the five thousand, there 
are many lessons to be 
learned. In fact, the Lord 
Himself would later repeat 

the miracle in the feeding 
of the four thousand to 
reinforce the teaching the 
disciples seemed slow to 
learn. Whilst the focus of this 
miracle is ultimately on the 
Messiah, in John chapter 6 
an unnamed lad presents five 
barley loaves and two small 
fishes to the Saviour. With 
this humble lunch, the Lord 
does something wonderful. 

Mark’s gospel records 
Christ’s directive to the 
disciples, “Come ye 
yourselves apart into a desert 
place, and rest a while: for 
there were many coming 
and going, and they had no 
leisure so much as to eat” 
(Mark 6:31).  One old Baptist 
preacher used to say, ''Jesus 
said, ‘Come ye apart’, and if 

you don't come apart, you 
will come apart!” There are 
times as God's people where 
it is beneficial to come aside 
and rest, to ready ourselves 
again for the work laid before 
us. It was during this time of 
rest for the disciples that a 
crowd followed them out into 
the desert place. Scripture 
records that there were 
five thousand men besides 
women and children, and 
the compassionate Saviour 
asks the disciples how these 
hordes will be fed. 

In John 6:7 we read Phillip’s 
response, ''Two hundred 
pennyworth of bread is not 
sufficient for them, that every 
one of them may take a 
little.'' Providentially, Andrew 
introduced the lad with his 
lunch into this situation. 
“There is a lad here, which 
hath five barley loaves, and 
two small fishes: but what 
are they among so many” 
(John 6:9)? There was a 
young unnamed lad among 
the crowd and he was 
willing to offer everything he 
had. It was not very much: 
barley loaves were used to 
either feed animals or the 

The Lad and 
His Lunch
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Rev Julian Patterson
is minister in Ballymagerney
Free Presbyterian Church, 
Northern Ireland.

There was a young 
unnamed lad 
amongst the crowd 
and he was willing 
to offer everything 
he had.

Christ has the 
capacity to take 
our lives and best 
efforts, feeble 
though they 
be, and make a 
masterpiece from 
them.

Christ marvellously 
used this young 
lad and his meagre 
lunch to meet the 
needs of the many 
people that day, 
and He continues 
to use the weak 
and the foolish 
things in His 
service 
(1 Corinthians 1:27). 
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YOUTH DEVOTIONAL YOUTH DEVOTIONAL

I n the beginning God 
created man and woman. 
And God said a man 

shall “leave his father 
and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and 
they shall be one flesh” 
(Genesis 2:24). Marriage 
was instituted as a covenant 
union between a man and 
a woman for life. However, 
sin entered this world when 
Adam and Eve yielded to 
temptation. And since then, 
this divine institution has 
been constantly attacked. 
As we look around, we 
see the Biblical pattern for 
marriage and sexuality being 
destroyed and unsurprisingly, 
our society is falling apart.  
In this second article on 
the life of Joseph, we want 
to deal with the subject of 
temptation, but specifically, 
with the temptation Joseph 
faced in Genesis 39. His story 
is highly relevant in today’s 
culture. As Christians we 
must face temptation with 
our eyes on Jesus. Scripture 
reassures us that “he is able 
to succour them that are 
tempted” (Hebrews 2:18). 

Firstly, we want to deal 
with how a temptation 
can attack us. 
According to John Owen, 
temptation first darkens your 
mind, so that it is fixed alone 

on the object of temptation. 
You begin to forget the 
truths of God´s Word.  Then, 
it confuses your desires, 
entangling your affections. It 
makes you think the object 
of your temptation is a 
necessity. And finally, it fuels 
your lust and sinful desires. 
It makes it easier for you to 
follow a sinful path. Satan 
is subtle, but we “are not 
ignorant of his devices” (2 
Corinthians 2:11).

Temptation came to the life 
of Joseph when he was 
prospering as a servant in 
Potiphar’s house (Genesis 
39:2-6). Satan knows that 
prosperity can lead to pride, 
and pride to sin (Proverbs 
16:18). It also came through 
outward appearance. 
Joseph was handsome. That 
is the reason why Potiphar’s 

wife set her eyes on Joseph. 
Physical beauty is not always 
an advantage. A precious 
jewel attracts the most skilled 
jewellers, but also the most 
despicable thieves. This was 
also a very direct temptation. 
Potiphar’s wife was very 
direct with her advances. 
She was relentless; she 
would come “day by day”. 
Furthermore, this temptation 
was secret, which made it 
even harder to resist. After 
all, no one need find out! 
Young person, beware of 
Satan’s devices. Pray to 
the Lord: “Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us 
from evil” (Matthew 6:13).

Secondly, we want to 
deal with how to face 
temptation.
We need a proper view of 
sin. Joseph knew 
what was right 
and wrong. 

Through the testimony of 
his conscience and through 
his father´s teaching he 
knew what was against the 
law of God. He describes 
this temptation as a “great 
wickedness, and sin against 
God.” He had a great 
awareness of the presence 
of God. Thus, he faced 
temptation with his eyes set 
upon the all-seeing God.

We also need to have a 
proper reaction against sin. 
Joseph made it clear from 
the beginning that he did 
not want to embrace this 
temptation. As Christians, 
we must let others know 
from the start we have no 
intention of indulging in sin. 
1 Corinthians 6:20 states, 
“Ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's.”

Not only that, but Joseph 
would not even listen to 
her. Day after day, he shut 
his ears to the voice of 

temptation. Finally, 
Joseph took the 

ultimate step: 
he left. A 

trap had been set for him, but 
rather than falling, he “fled, 
and got him out” (v 12). The 
Bible commands us to “flee 
fornication” and Joseph did (1 
Corinthians 6:18)!  

Young person, there are 
occasions when you must get 
out of a certain place in order 
not to fall into sin! Fleeing 
means cutting things off for 
good. Christ himself said, 
“If thy right eye offend thee, 
pluck it out, and cast it from 
thee” (Matthew 5:29). Are 
there things in your life that 
you need to tear out, even 
if it hurts? Is it social media, 
or a poisonous friendship? 
Maybe a harmful relationship 
that is leading you to fall 
into sin? Be radical: flee. You 
must make drastic decisions. 
Either you kill sin, or sin will 
kill you! 

Perhaps you have fallen into 
sin? There is forgiveness for 
you in the blood of Christ. 
You do not have to keep 
falling. You cannot fight 
temptation on your own, 
but Christ can overcome 
temptation in you. Repent, 
trust Him and surrender your 
life to Him.

Finally, what happens after 
you resist temptation? 
Certainly, the world will 
not applaud you! Perhaps 
some will “speak evil of you” 
(1 Peter 3:16); they will lie 
about you, as they did with 
Joseph. And perhaps you 
will also suffer loss: Joseph 
lost his job and his freedom. 
However, do not despair; 

God honours those that 
honour Him. What a blessing 
to have a clear conscience 
that is the result of not 
succumbing to temptation. 
More than ten years later, 
Joseph got married, and he 
was able to enter that union 
with a clear conscience. Also, 
Joseph had the merciful 
presence of God with him 
(Genesis 39:21). Others may 
abandon you, but God will 
never leave you. 

Young person, temptation is 
all around you. Run for your 
life! As John Owen also said, 
“Meet thy temptation in its 
entrance with thoughts of 
faith concerning Christ on 
the cross; this will make it 
sink before thee…Say, it is 
Christ that died — that died 
for such sins as these.” What 
a precious remedy this is 
against temptation! 

Pastor Alejandro Bernabeu
ministers in
Cortijos Nuevos, Spain.

Facing Temptation
with Your Eyes on Jesus 

Physical beauty 
is not always an 
advantage. A 
precious jewel 
attracts the most 
skilled jewellers, 
but also the most 
despicable thieves. 
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A few months ago, I 
had a unique ‘desert 
experience’ with 

our son whose hometown 
is on the border of one of 
California’s three deserts. 
It was a ‘coaxed’ hike 
into some nearby hills 
where there was very little 
vegetation, strange rock 
formations, and wilderness 
conditions – also a haven for 
rattlesnakes – which explains 
my reluctance! 

Deserts are fascinating, 
but dangerous, particularly 
due to their lack of water 
and extreme temperatures. 
California's Mojave, Great 
Basin, and Colorado deserts 
cover approximately a 
quarter of the State, or 25 
million acres. The Mojave 
is home to Death Valley, 
the hottest place on Earth, 
where temperatures can 
soar to 54 degrees Celsius. 
I am not sure that I share 
our son’s enthusiasm for this 
sort of hiking, but I am glad 
I went because the terrain 
illustrated what can happen 
in the Christian life.

“Thousands of Christians are 
complaining of barrenness; 
but they fail to trace their 
barrenness to its right 
source – the meagreness 
of their communion with 

Christ. Consequently, they 
seek fruitfulness in activities, 
often right in themselves, 
but which, while He is 
unrecognised, can never 
yield any fruit” (AW Pink).

Yes, we often do fail to trace 
our barrenness to its right 
source, don’t we? Just as a 
wilderness does not happen 
overnight, so our spiritual 
vitality will gradually wilt if we 
do not irrigate it consistently. 
Instead of dealing with 
the root cause, we “seek 
fruitfulness in activities.” 
How easily we can fall into 
that trap of doing without 
devoting. We can be very 
active – even in the Lord’s 
work – and miss out on God’s 
blessing because we ignore 
quality time with the Lord, 
personally.

It is one thing for us to notice 
when our spiritual lives are 
becoming parched, but it is 
a bigger problem when we 
fail to realise it. When we 
are content to occupy a pew 
without our heart engaged; 
when we can go through the 
motions of worship with little 
or no thought; when we can 
switch off during the reading 
and the preaching and leave 
the service unmoved, more 
eager for our Sunday dinner; 
and when we can hang up 

our Christianity 
with our Sunday best until 
the same time next week – 
let’s face it, these are strong 
indicators that we are not in 
a good place, spiritually.

Scottish hymn writer, William 
Leslie, acknowledged his 
need in his well-known 
hymn: 

Our service for God has 
been barren and dry, 

And barren it shall remain,

Until we are blessed with 
the fire from on high,

And sound of abundance 
of rain.

No one can survive the 
desert long without water. 
And we, the Lord’s people, 
cannot survive without His 
Living Water. Sometimes it 
is not always carelessness 
that dries out our soul, 
but a series of sore trials. 
Whatever the case, the 
Lord will not turn us away 
when we call upon Him to 
restore, renew, and revive us. 
“Thus saith the LORD, your 
redeemer … I will even make 
a way in the wilderness, 
and rivers in the desert … to 
give drink to my people, my 

chosen” (Isaiah 
43:14,19–20).

What a blessed 
promise! What 

hope we have in 
our gracious God 

who does not cast off 
His people, but in mercy 

He restores their souls, 
and leads them to green 
pastures and still waters. 
When King David fled into 
the wilderness of Judah 
to hide from Absalom, he 
rightly could have asked 
for physical relief in such a 
place, but instead he craved 
the presence of the Lord 
Himself:

“O God, thou art my God; 
early will I seek thee: my soul 
thirsteth for thee, my flesh 
longeth for thee in a dry and 
thirsty land, where no water 
is; to see thy power and thy 
glory…” (Psalm 63:1–2).

Nothing surpasses the 
presence of the Lord in a 
Christian’s life. David knew 
from previous experiences 
that it is vain to relieve 
the body if the soul is out 
of touch with God. How 
often we ask the Lord for 
physical benefits first! Then 
we wonder why we feel so 
powerless and downcast. 
May God give us a desperate 
thirst for Him because He 
promises to “give unto him 
that is athirst of the fountain 
of the water of life freely” 
(Revelation 21:6).  

C.H. Spurgeon said: “Learn 
from this, and do not say, ‘I 

will get into communion with 
God when I feel better,’ but 
long for communion now. It is 
one of the temptations of the 
devil to tell you not to pray 
when you do not feel like 
praying. Pray twice as much 
then … Our misery is that 
we thirst so little for these 
sublime things, and so much 
for the mocking trifles of time 
and sense.”

Oh, the mocking trifles of 
time and sense, how they 
influence and distract us! 
The devil knows exactly 
what they do, and he will use 
them – and even legitimate 
things – to quench our thirst 
for God and coax us into a 
dead, dry existence where 
no joy, nor zeal abounds, and 
where devotion will shrivel, 
and prayer will cease. 

The Lord brought an old 
hymn across my path which 
really sums up our need 
in barren times, written by 
Dublin-born George Croly 
five years before the 1859 
Ulster revival. It is a prayer 
of five verses that the Spirit 
of God will move in his own 
heart: “Take the dimness of 
my soul away” and replace it 
with “one holy passion filling 
all my frame.” Here are two of 
the five verses:

Spirit of God, descend 
upon my heart;

Wean it from earth, through 
all its pulses move;

Stoop to my weakness, 
mighty as Thou art,

And make me love Thee as 

I ought to love.

Hast Thou not bid us love 
Thee, God and King?

All, all Thine own, soul, 
heart and strength and 
mind.

I see Thy cross – there 
teach my heart to cling:

O let me seek Thee, and O 
let me find.

I wonder if Mr Croly realised 
how close he was to the 
beginning of a mighty moving 
of the Spirit of God when 
he penned these words for 
personal revival? One thing 
is evident: the Lord burdened 
him to pray. May the Spirit of 
God descend on our hearts, 
burden us to pray, and fill our 
frames with one holy passion: 
to see the Lord make a way 
in the wilderness, and rivers 
in the desert in our lives, in 
our day, for His glory.

Rivers in 
the Desert

LADIES’ DEVOTIIONAL LADIES’ DEVOTIIONAL

Jill Saunders
is the wife of Dr Larry
Saunders, minister of Toronto
Free Presbyterian Church,
Toronto, Canada, and the 
Principal of Whitefield
Christian Academy.



24 LTBS QUARTERLY / JUNE 2025

JC PRINT LTD
email: joe@jcprint.net

LTBS values the support and quality
of service offered by JC PRINT LTD. and
happily recommends them to all our readers.

LTBS Worldwide
RADIO PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

Broadcasting the Word of Life throughout the world on AM, FM and INTERNET RADIO.
Schedule effective as of June 2025.
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Lima, Ohio
WCBV 105.9 FM...Monday–Friday 1.00pm
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