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ACCOUNTS

Income £ Expenditure £

Balance @ 01/01/24 452116.23 Broadcasts      Africa, India, USA 15720.65

Church Donations 57317.82                           London 12999.96

Church Deputations 23873.45                           Irish Republic 17528.66

Church Donations (Broadcasts) 4905.00                           Nepal 31825.00

Nepal LTBS Radio Project 1750.50                           Kenya Radio 3253.64

Bi-Monthly Covenant Donations 1700.00 Telephone & Broadband 2372.07

Gift Aid Donations 17800.00 Stationery/Postage 1246.02

Other Gifts 47640.22 Equipment & Maintenance 2112.95

Sales  -   Calendars 3817.54 Insurance (Radio Station) 7579.50

             A New Beginning 225.00 Paypal 69.79

               Books/literature LTBS Quarterly Magazine 7010.70

Xero Accounts Package 430.27

LTBS Studio Project 30120.00 Calendar 2400.00

Inland Revenue - Gift Aid 25929.98 Rev. Curran–Wages & Expenses 39006.53

Interest 12798.28                      –Tax & NIC 309.55

Bequests & In Lieu of Flowers 6060.00 Bank Charges 201.15

LTBS Retail Unit Sales 136157.58 T.V. Studio Project  Expenses 42983.23

Paye/Pension A/c 2190.41 Restoration of Lurgan FPC Hall 10000

Gratuities 8176.39

LTBS Retail Unit 85686.18

Paye A/c 2494.14

Accountancy Fees 380.00

Travel Exp 90.10

Debtors Adj 8435.56

LTBS  Property Centre (Repairs 
& Maintenance) 95921.62

 

Balance @ 31/12/24  426168.35

824402.01 824402.01

LTBS 2024 Accounts

Treasurer’s contact details:
Rev Andrew Patterson
61  Tandragee Road
Markethill BT60 1TQ

The asset of £247,020.51 (LTBS property centre) was incorrectly 
included in the income and expenditure in a previous issue. 
These republished accounts show this error corrected. Please 
accept our apology.

LTBS Support for 
Radio Ministry in 
Nepal 
LTBS was pleased to 
purchase a scooter 
to support the Radio 
ministry in Nepal. 
Deepak (pictured) works 
for Word FM, the radio 
station established and 
supported with the 
assistance of LTBS.
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EDITORIAL TESTIMONY

75th Anniversary
This month marks the 75th anniversary of the Free 
Presbyterian Church of Ulster. As a committee of the 
Free Presbyterian Presbytery, Let the Bible Speak 
rejoices in what the Lord has done over these years. 

The late Dr Alan Cairns, a Free Presbyterian minister 
for many years, and a founder of LTBS wrote, “Our 
call to separation is biblical. It is therefore right 
and holds out the only real hope of mounting a 
successful campaign to expose and oppose the 
unscriptural agenda of the ecumenical movement.”

Seventy-five years ago, separation was the 
heart of Free Presbyterianism. Why? What is 
so important about ‘separation’? What does 

‘separation’ in the spiritual realm even mean? In 
short: separation matters to us, because it matters 
to God. However, we seek to answer these 
questions much more fully in this issue. This special 
anniversary for our denomination is the opportune 
time. 

It is our prayer that this issue will be a means of 
informing scores of readers of the importance of 
biblical separation.

Testimony of
Geraint Bayliss
I was born and raised in the south Wales 
valleys in a home without the fear of God. 
There was no Bible in our house, and I didn't 
know any Christians. I didn't even believe 
in the existence of God despite the fact we 
would sing about Him in school assemblies. 
In my early teenage years, I was regularly 
consuming drugs and alcohol, as well as 
viewing pornography. I was content with my 
lifestyle and completely unconcerned about 
the eternal consequences.

It wasn't until I was around sixteen that I 
began to think more about life's meaning 
and purpose. I realised that there was more 
to our existence than I'd always been told.  I 
began to believe that there may be a God, but 
I didn't know where to find Him. As a result, I 
wandered down many different paths which 
only lead to destruction, including all manner 
of false religions, even dabbling in the occult. 
This led me to despair. I was overwhelmed that 
my life seemed to have no meaning. I could 
find no real satisfaction. I understand now that 
I had no hope because I was without God. 
After a few years wandering in this darkness, 
God's light began to dawn on me. I found 
myself regularly confronted with Bible verses. 
As I read articles and watched videos on the 
internet God’s Word was brought before me. 
Soon after, I realised that I actually believed 
the Bible is indeed the Word of God. However, 
I still did not yet have a clear understanding of 
the gospel. 

I remember experiencing conviction of sin for 
the first time. I knew that I needed a Saviour. 
Foolishly, I thought I could come to Christ 
at my leisure. I would call upon Him when it 
suited me. Furthermore, I felt I should clean 
up my life before I would seek the Lord. I 
eventually repeated a ‘sinners’ prayer’ several 
times, but in truth, nothing changed in my life. 
Eventually, I found peace with God through 
the blood of Christ. By faith and repentance, 

I rested in the mercy of God; no longer lost 
and in darkness, my soul was now satisfied by 
knowledge of the Truth. 

Once saved, I knew that I should find a church 
to attend, but I still didn't know any other 
Christians and was unsure what congregation 
to attend. Having recently moved house, 
I eventually went along to a small chapel 
situated in the village. I enjoyed the fellowship 
with believers, but soon realised that without 
a pastor, and without a consistent preaching 
ministry, I was unable to grow in the Lord as 
I desired. In the spring of 2021, I began to 
attend Cephas Free Presbyterian Church in 
Merthyr Tydfil. I was brought into membership 
and baptised there, and the Lord has blessed 
me greatly through the faithful preaching of 
His Word and opportunities to serve Him there.

Geraint along with his minister, 
the Rev Nigel Smyth
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PRACTICAL HELPS PRACTICAL HELPS

Rev Paul Foster commences 
a new series of articles 
aimed at helping believers 
(young and old) in their day-
to-day walk with the Lord. 
[Editor] 

D o you ever wake in 
the morning, sigh, and 
reluctantly declare, 

“I need to read the Bible”? 
Many Christians know the 
feeling. What should be a 
delight can sometimes feel 
like a duty. Yet the Psalmist 
could say of the Scriptures, 
“They are the rejoicing of my 
heart” (Psalm 119:111). How 
can we learn to experience 
Scripture as he did? Here are 
several helps:
 
1. Read the Bible peacefully.
Sometimes we approach 
Bible study with an anxious 
conscience, as though 
God’s love for us rises or 
falls with our devotional 
performance. Perhaps we 
miss a day reading the 
Word, and suddenly every 
red light or inconvenience 
feels like divine displeasure. 
Obviously, we must repent 
of our neglect. But we ought 
to begin our daily time in 

God’s Word remembering our 
standing before God in Jesus 
Christ. God loves His people 
as He loves His own Son – 
unchangeably, eternally, and 
infinitely – because Jesus 
Christ covers us with His 
perfect righteousness (John 
17:23; Jeremiah 23:6). Read 
Scripture from a place of 
peace, not guilt.

2. Read the Bible gratefully.
According to one Bible 
Society, 1.5 billion people in 
the world do not have the full 
Bible in their own language. 
Additionally, 100 million 
professing believers do not 
have access to a full Bible 
due to political persecution 
or economic difficulty. So, 
instead of saying, “I have 
to read the Bible,” learn to 
say, “I get to read the Bible 
– a book that tells me of the 
living God and His promises 
to me in Jesus Christ.” 
Gratitude awakens delight.

3. Read the Bible prayerfully
and expectantly.
Sometimes we sit down to 
read with little expectation 

that anything meaningful 
will happen. But Scripture is 
not a dead book. It is living, 
powerful, and Spirit-breathed. 
Pray, therefore, that God 
would make His Word to us 
today all that He promises it 
is, namely: a mirror to show 
us the truth (James 1:23); 
a light to guide us aright 
(Psalm 119:105); a sword to 
defeat the enemy in our 
lives (Ephesians 6:17); milk 
and meat to make us grow 
in Christ (Hebrews 5:12–13); 
seed to bring forth fruit in 
our lives (Luke 8:11); rain 
and snow to make our lives 
blossom (Isaiah 55:10–11); 
and a fire and hammer to 
purify and reshape our hearts 
(Jeremiah 23:29). The Bible 
is not merely information 
about God. It is our means of 
illumination and communion 
with God, where the Holy 
Spirit opens our eyes to 
behold wondrous things, and 
then works those wondrous 
things in us (Psalm 119:18, 
36–37). As The Westminster 
Shorter Catechism says, 
“The Spirit of God maketh 
the reading, but especially 
the preaching, of the Word, 
an effectual means of 

convincing and converting 
sinners, and of building them 
up in holiness and comfort 
through faith unto salvation” 
(Question 89). 

4. Read the Bible 
systematically and 
contextually.
The word Bible comes from 
the Greek biblios, meaning 
book. Like any book, the 
Bible is to be read in an 
ordered way. We recognise 
that what comes next is 
built upon what has gone 
before. Reading Scripture 
in this fashion helps protect 
against reading portions 
out of context. We are to 
compare Scripture with 
Scripture. We must let 
Scripture interpret itself. 
Furthermore, just as a healthy 
diet requires a variety of 
foods, so a healthy soul not 
only needs to read favourite 
portions, but the full range 
of Scripture. Remember, 
Scripture includes: history, 
poetry, sagacity, theology 
and prophecy. 

5. Read the Bible 
thoughtfully.
I am sure we have all 
finished a passage and 
felt, ‘I got nothing out of 
that.’ But whenever we 
pause long enough to 
reflect, Scripture always 
yields some treasure for us. 
The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism reminds us that, 
“the Scriptures principally 
teach, what man is to believe 
concerning God, and what 
duty God requires of man” 
(Question 3). In light of this, 

ask two simple questions 
from what you read: ‘What 
does this passage teach 
me about God?’ and ‘How 
should I respond?’ If the 
passage reveals that God 
hates lying, we respond by 
confessing and forsaking 
deceit, thanking God 
afresh that Christ bore 
our guilt at Calvary. If the 
passage displays God’s 
faithfulness, we respond by 
remembering His promises 
to us in Christ and trusting 
them despite our feelings or 
circumstances. Thoughtful 
reading turns information into 
transformation.
 
6. Read the Bible 
theologically. 
One practice that has 
greatly improved the 
blessing I receive from 
reading Scripture is the 
study of systematic theology 
alongside the Word of 
God. Such a practice not 
only helps us understand 
Scripture’s rich theological 
terms, but it helps us trace 
the great theological themes 
woven through the whole 
narrative. What a joy to 
consider recurring doctrines 
and subjects, for example: 
the kingdom of God, the 
character of God, and the 
covenants of God. We must 
not fear such theological 
study since the Scriptures 
were originally given to 
ordinary Israelites, many 
of whom had little formal 
education. God wrote His 
Word to be understood. 

7. Read the Bible collectively.

Throughout history God has 
gifted the world with many 
great scholars in medicine, 
technology and music. Just 
as it would be foolish to 
ignore their contributions in 
these subjects, so it would 
be foolish to ignore the many 
great pastor-teachers that 
God has gifted the church 
for her edification (Ephesians 
4:11–16). Make use of faithful 
commentaries, sermons and 
books written by those who 
have mined the riches of the 
Bible for our benefit.

8. Read the Bible practically.
When God shows you 
something of Himself and His 
love in Christ, do not keep it 
to yourself. Pray it into your 
heart. Share it with others. 
Apply it to the next decision 
you face. As we respond to 
the Word in obedience, and 
speak it to others, we will be 
able to say with the Psalmist 
that the Scriptures “are the 
rejoicing of my heart” (Psalm 
119:111).

Rev Paul Foster
is minster of Mourne Free 
Presbyterian Church, 
Northern Ireland.

How to Read 
the Bible

Credit: Pexels.com
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CHURCH HISTORY CHURCH HISTORY

James Algie 
and John Park

J ames Algie and John 
Park were residents 
of Eastwood, a village 

about four miles from 
Glasgow. They were joint 
tenants of a farm in the parish 
of Kennishead. 

When they originally took the 
lease of the farm it appears 
that these co-workers were 
of different persuasions 
regarding the religious affairs 
of the land. Algie was content 
to attend the church services 
that were conducted by the 
local parish curates, while 
Park was a firm Covenanter. 
It appears that James Algie 
was greatly influenced by 
the godliness of John Park 
and as a result he ceased to 
attend the preaching of the 
curates and started to attend 
the field meetings where 
he was stirred and blessed 
under the faithful preaching 
of the Word of God.

Shortly after Algie stopped 
attending the parish church 
services, they decided not to 
renew their lease on the farm 
and indicated that to the land 
agent. This news angered the 
agent because it would result 

in a lack of income, so he 
plotted his revenge. He wrote 
a letter to John Cochrane, 
a ballie at Paisley, in which 
he informed him of the 
rebellious activities of Algie 
and Park. He insisted that it 
was the duty of Cochrane 
to have the two young men 
arrested. The letter was 
delivered by the land agent’s 
nephew who, when he 
arrived at Cochrane’s home, 
found him to be at the parish 
church. The nephew was 
detained at the ballie’s home 
until the service was finished. 
After giving directions to 
the Kennishead farm, the 

messenger was released.

A party of soldiers were sent 
to the farm and on arrival 
they found Algie and Park 
engaged in worship. They 
were secured with their 
hands tied behind their 
backs and taken five miles 
to Paisley and put into cells 
in the town’s jail. They were 
questioned about their 
attendance at the illegal 
field meetings and non-
attendance at the parish 
church, but their answers 
were not satisfactory to the 
authorities, so their detention 
continued.

The following day they 
had a visit from Rev James 
Hay, one of the indulged 
ministers. It was his opinion 
that the captured men were 
not ardent rebels and he 
convinced them that they 
could take the Oath of 
Abjuration, assuring them if 
they did so they would be 
released.

The next morning, Tuesday 
3rd February 1685, they 
appeared before the judges 
but were denied the benefit 
of having a lawyer to plead 

for them. They were asked 
if they were willing to take 
both the Oath of Abjuration 
and the Test. They replied 
that they would take the Oath 
but not the Test. The Test 
affirmed the king’s absolute 
authority over all church 
matters; that he was the 
head of the Church. Their 
statement was resolute; “If to 
save our lives we must take 
the Test, and the Abjuration 
will not save us, then we 
will take no oaths at all.” 
The sentence of death was 
passed on them.

Four hours later, at two 
o'clock in the afternoon, they 
were taken to the scaffold 
to be publicly executed. A 
report in the local Broadsheet 
describes James Algie and 
John Park as “youths”. They 
were probably in their early 
twenties. That report says of 
them: “When they came to 
the scaffold they behaved 
with great fortitude, but when 
they attempted to address 
the assembled multitude, the 
drums were beat to drown 
their voices. They sang the 
118th Psalm from verse 17 
onwards, and when they 
were giving out the lines 
– ‘We shall not die but live 
and shall the works of God 
discover’ – the miscreant, 
Lord Ross, exclaimed, 
shaking his head, ‘But ye 
shall die.’ After engaging 
in the Psalm and praying, 
they offered their Bibles to 
any of the crowd that might 
be pleased to accept them, 
but such was the general 

fear that no person would 
take them. The martyrs then 
quietly declared that they 
would die with the Word of 
truth in their bosoms. Their 
waistcoats were accordingly 
unbuttoned by the 
executioner, and the Bibles 
placed nearest their heart 
and in a few moments these 
worthy youths were banished 
into eternity.” Thus died these 
noble martyrs; and well may 
their epitaph say,

This shall a standing witness 
be,

‘Twixt Presbytery and 
Prelacy.

The full wording on their 
memorial stone reads:
HERE LIE THE CORPSES OF 
JAMES ALGIE AND JOHN 
PARK WHO SUFFERED AT 
THE CROSS OF PAISLEY 
FOR REFUSING THE 
OATH OF ABJURATION 
FEBRUARY 3 1685.

Stay, passenger, as thou 
goest by,

And take a look where 
these do lie,

Who for the love they bore 
to truth

Were deprived of their life 
and youth.

Though laws made then 
caused many die

Judges and ‘sizers were 
not free.

He that to them did these 
relate,

The greater count he hath 
to make;

Yet no excuse to them can 
be,

At ten condemned. At two 
to die.

So cruel did their rage 
become,

To stop their speech 
caused beat the drum.

This may a standing 
witness be

‘Twixt Presbytery and 
Prelacy.

This extract is from the 
book The Martyred Youth 
of Scotland’s Covenanters 
and is reprinted with the 
kind permission of Rev David 
Linden (Retired).

Shortly after Algie 
stopped attending 
the parish church 
services, they 
decided not to 
renew their lease 
on the farm and 
indicated that to 
the land agent.

After engaging 
in the Psalm and 
praying, they 
offered their Bibles 
to any of the crowd 
that might be 
pleased to accept 
them, but such 
was the general 
fear that no person 
would take them.
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A s a committee we rejoice as the 
Ahoghill building project draws 
to a conclusion. We are thankful 

for the interest and excitement many 
across the province, even the world, have 
shown in this endeavour. Much prayer has 
been offered; funds have been donated; 
many hours have been spent in planning, 
procuring, building, fitting, testing and 
retesting. The work goes far beyond the 
new and improved infrastructure the 
eye can see. Behind the scenes, many 
days and weeks of labour have been 
given sacrificially to this project. First 
and foremost, we are thankful to God 
for bringing us to this point; we rejoice 
in every provision that has been made. 
Additionally, we are thankful to ALL 
who have contributed in any way to this 
endeavour.  

Now, we look forward. We are excited 
to open these premises. We are eager 
to see how God can and will use these 
resources to extend His Kingdom. We are 
enthusiastic to show our supporters what 
has been accomplished at Ahoghill. While 
the construction work will conclude, the 
broadcasting ministry of LTBS commences 
a new chapter.

As ever, the prayers and the practical 
support of God’s people are essential 
as we seek to move forward in the days 
ahead.

LTBS NEWS LTBS NEWS

Building Project Draws to a Conclusion
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for forgiveness.  After 
conversion, the believer 
is required to mortify the 
sins of the flesh: “Mortify 
therefore your members 
which are upon the earth” 
(Colossians 3:5). Mortifying 
sin carries the idea of 
putting sin to death.  John 
Owen famously described 
mortification of sin as 
something which is ongoing, 
a daily putting to death the 
deeds of the body.  This 
is not self-improvement, 
but a divinely empowered 
stripping of the old nature 
in order to bring about 
conformity to the image of 
Christ.  This is sanctification.  
Sanctification is one of the 
benefits of the redemption 
secured by the life, death, 
and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  When 
Christ died on the cross, 
part of His work was to deal 
with the corruption and 
power of sin.  One aspect 
of sanctification is that it is 
an ongoing work of God’s 
grace whereby the Holy 
Spirit enables the regenerate 
to put sin to death more 
and more in their lives.  
The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism sufficiently 
defines sanctification: 
“Sanctification is the work of 
God's free grace, whereby 
we are renewed in the whole 
man after the image of God, 
and are enabled more and 
more to die unto sin, and 
live unto righteousness.” 
Therefore, even though 
sin, by definition, is deadly 
hostility towards a holy God, 

the Lord Jesus Christ has 
dealt with the problem of our 
sin.  

Separation unto God 

Union with Christ is at the 
very heart of the Christian 
experience.  In fact, it is the 
Christian experience!  It is 
only by virtue of union with 
the Lord Jesus Christ that a 
person can be brought into 
a right standing with God 
and into a living relationship 
with Him.  Because of our 

union with Christ, the Bible 
refers to believers as “in 
Christ”.  Union with Christ 
stands in stark contrast to 
the hostile relationship we 
had with God when in our 
sin.  Being “in Christ”, we 
are God’s adopted children.  
Romans 8:15 states, “…but ye 
have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father.”  Being in a 
new relationship with God, 

the old self dies, and the new 
self rises with a desire and a 
duty to fellowship with God 
and live according to His 
will.  This new relationship 
means that the Christian 
has a new source of power 
from Heaven which enables 
him to truly mortify the flesh 
and separate himself unto 
God – a power he never had 
before union with Christ.  The 
Christian then, can flee from 
sin, but also run unto God, 
who is now our source of 
comfort as well as our source 
of spiritual life. 

It is the Holy Spirit who 
makes separation unto God 
a reality in the daily life of the 
Christian.  The Spirit cleanses 
from sin and produces 
fruit.  He helps believers 
discern what pleases God 
and what constitutes sin in 
a fallen world.  “And be not 
conformed to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God” (Romans 
12:2). The Spirit enables 
faithful living, including 
perseverance and prayer.  
With the aid of the Holy Spirit, 
the life of separation unto 
God and conformity to God’s 
will is not a lonely struggle 
but a Spirit-empowered 
endeavour. We are helped to 
kill sin and obey the will and 
the Word of God.  

Separation unto God is 
vital and inseparable from 
separation from sin.  We 
cannot truly separate from 

SeparatIon is a major 
theme of the Bible. 
Naturally then, it ought 

to be of critical importance in 
the life of the Christian.  We 
are instructed in Ephesians 
5:11: “And have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove 
them.” We must remember 
‘separation’ as a term is 
somewhat broad.  There 
is a biblical separation that 
applies to the Christian in a 
personal sense; there is a 
separation that applies to 
the Christian in a fellowship 
sense; and there is a 
separation that applies to the 
Christian, and the church, in 
an ecclesiastical sense.  

For our purposes we focus 
on the theme of biblical 
separation on a personal and 
individual level.  The fact that 
God’s people are to separate 
themselves from sin and 
separate themselves unto 
God is the plain teaching of 
Scripture. 

Separation from Sin 

From the very beginning, the 
Bible presents sin as that 
which alienates humanity 

from God.  In the 
fall, Adam and Eve’s 
disobedience severed their 
communion with the Creator 
and introduced death into 
the world.  Genesis 2:17: “But 
of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it: for in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die.”  Therefore, 
sin is deadly.  This is the 
clear record of Scripture. 
In the Old Testament, 
the prophets repeatedly 
denounced all forms of sin.  
They accurately proclaimed 
it as rebellion against a holy 
God.  This pattern continues 
into the New Testament 
where the apostolic message 
continues to diagnose sin 
as not merely a mistake, 
but a deadly estrangement 
from a holy God.  Given the 
deadly nature of sin, the 
Bible commands that we 
separate from it.  Romans 
6:1–2: “What shall we say 
then? Shall we continue in 
sin, that grace may abound? 
God forbid. How shall 
we, that are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein?”  
Furthermore, separation from 
sin is absolutely necessary, 

because sin is hostility 
towards God.  

True separation from sin is 
more than a mere external 
reformation. Rather, it is 
a transformation initially 
wrought by grace, through 
the regenerating work of the 
Holy Spirit in the dead and 
helpless sinner.  The Spirit 
convinces the conscience of 
sin.  The gift of repentance 
causes one to turn away 
from sin and toward God, 
while the gift of faith means 
one lays hold upon Christ 

One aspect of 
sanctification 
is that it is an 
ongoing work 
of God’s grace 
whereby the Holy 
Spirit enables the 
regenerate to put 
sin to death more 
and more in their 
lives.  

SEPARATION UNTO GOD STUDY DOCTRINE

Separation 
Unto God    

The gift of 
repentance causes 
one to turn away 
from sin and 
toward God, while 
the gift of faith 
means one lays 
hold upon Christ 
for forgiveness. 

Credit: Pexels.com
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SEPARATION FROM ERROR

O ne of ‘the 
outstanding features 
of New Testament 

Christianity is the emphasis 
placed upon individual 
Christians pursuing a life 
of true godliness and 
holiness. Commenting on 
2 Corinthians 6:17 John Gill 
noted, “The people of God 
are a separate people in 
election, redemption, and 
effectual calling, and ought 
to be so in their conduct and 
conversation; they ought 
to separate themselves 
from all superstition and will 
worship in religious matters, 
and from the evil customs 
and manners of the world.” 
Personal separation is the 
outworking of God’s grace 
in the life and will invariably 
include separation from 
doctrinal error.

The call to separate from 
false teaching is established 
in the Old Testament and 
comprehensively set forth in 
the New Testament. When 
the apostle Paul wrote to 
the believers in the city of 
Corinth he urged them, “Be 
ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers: 
for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with 
darkness? And what concord 

hath Christ with Belial? 
or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel? 
And what agreement hath 
the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, 
I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my 
people.” Then he added: 
“Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you” 
(2 Corinthians 6:14–17). He 
was just as pointed when 
writing to Timothy in 1 
Timothy 6:3–5, and to the 
Christians at Rome in Romans 
16:17, 18. According to these 
Scriptures, there will be 
false teachers who will teach 
contrary to the Word of God. 
They will preach another 
gospel, bring a message that 
is contrary to sound doctrine 
and thus deny the faith that 
was once delivered to the 
saints. Such a denial involves 
refusing the inspiration 
and inerrancy of Scripture; 
the deity of Christ; Christ’s 
virgin birth, atoning death, 
bodily resurrection, glorious 
ascension and prevailing 
intercession at His Father’s 
right hand. It includes a 
denial of justification by 
grace alone, through faith 

alone, in Christ alone. False 
teachers will reject the 
depravity of man and the 
necessity of the new birth. 
They will present a gospel 
that is not the gospel at all. 
They are not true servants of 
Christ. They are deceivers, 
and the Christian is called 
to “mark them which cause 
divisions and offences 
contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; 
and avoid them” (Romans 
16:17). This is not schism, but 
biblical separation. Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon became 
so concerned with the 
downgrade in the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland in his day that he 
withdrew his church from 
the Union and stated: “The 
bounden duty of a true 
believer towards men who 
profess to be Christians, 
and yet deny the Word of 
the Lord, and reject the 
fundamentals of the gospel, 
is to come out from among 
them.” Some years later 
Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
called for evangelicals to 
leave denominations that 
had embraced theological 
liberalism, and he refused 
to co-operate with James I 
Packer and John Stott in their 
new-evangelicalism. 

The principle of separation 

Separation from Error

SEPARATION UNTO GOD

In worship, 
believers proclaim 
that God is holy, 
that sin is costly, 
and that Christ’s 
atoning work 
has secured their 
salvation.

Rev Jonathan Eccles
is minster of Sixmilecross 
Free Presbyterian Church, 
Northern Ireland.

sin without separating unto 
God.  Those who pursue 
such a path fall into the trap 
of legalism; they focus so 
much on separation from 
sin but forget to run to God. 
They fail to seek that intimate 
fellowship and spiritual 
power which renovates us 
internally, conforming us to 
the image of Christ.  

Separation from Sin and 
Separation unto God: The 
Practical Application 

Separation from sin and 
separation unto God will 
manifest themselves in 
practical obedience. Faith 
and works are not opposed 
but united: genuine faith 
produces obedience, and 
true obedience flows from 
faith aided by the Spirit.  For 
the Christian there will be 
ongoing mortification of 
sin – a refusal to tolerate 
persistent sin.  There will 
be that desire to live a life 
shaped by Scripture and 
illuminated by the Holy Spirt.  

Separation from sin and 
separation unto God will 
also manifest themselves 
in worship.  Worship is 
the primary place where 
separation from sin and 
separation unto God are 
most publicly displayed in 
the Christian life.  In worship, 
believers proclaim that God 

is holy, that sin is costly, and 
that Christ’s atoning work has 
secured their salvation. The 
corporate act of worship, as 
well as the partaking of the 
ordinances and the means of 
grace, strengthen separation 
from sin and devotion to God.  

It must be noted that the path 
of separation is never free 
from conflict in this life. Every 
day, believers face pressure 
to conform to ungodly norms.  
Believers face personal trials.  
Believers endure spiritual 
warfare.  Such things can 
hinder the ability, perhaps 
even the motivation, of the 
child of God to mortify sin.  
Christian, the answer to this 
is to persevere by grace.  
This perseverance is both 
a personal discipline and 
a divine gift, rooted in the 
finished work of Christ and 
the enabling power of the 
Spirit.

In conclusion, separation 
from sin and separation unto 
God belong together as two 
inseparable aspects of the 
Christian life.  We note both 
sin’s deadly grip but also 
the transforming work of the 
Holy Spirit that produces a 
sanctified life. Separation 
from sin is a Spirit-wrought 
turning away from the old life, 
accompanied by mortification 
of the flesh.  The life-altering 
union with Christ the believer 
experiences is the grounds 
for our separation unto God. 
May we always be mindful 
of our duty to stand apart 
from sin and seek intimate 
communion with God. 
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SEPARATION FROM ERROR STUDY DOCTRINE

from doctrinal error is further 
examined and explained in 
2 John. John was writing to 
Christians who assembled 
as the church in private 
homes, and he warned, “If 
there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, 
receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God 
speed: for he that biddeth 
him God speed is partaker 
of his evil deeds” (2 John 
10–11). The reference to “this 
doctrine” is a reference to 
the doctrine of Christ, and 
if a man comes denying the 
person and work of Christ, 
he is not to be received, or 
supported, or endorsed, 
because to do so would 
mean partaking with him in 
his evil deeds. If we endorse 
a man that denies the truth, 
then we become complicit, 
or share, in denying the 
truth. Separation from such 
a false teacher is the correct 
course of action. We must 
not sanction their activity or 
participate in their ministry. 
Separation from spiritual 
apostasy is commanded by 
God. It is not to be viewed 
as a negative command 
but a positive step for the 
sake of God’s glory and the 
unsearchable riches of the 
gospel of Christ. He has 
promised to bless such a 
position, for it is a separation 
unto Him who is without the 
camp. It is for this reason the 
Free Presbyterian Church 
is separatist in practice, 
believing in the biblical 
doctrine of separation in 

the area of ecclesiastical 
and personal fellowship 
and therefore it has no 
association with the modern 
Ecumenical or Charismatic 
movements, nor will it 
fellowship with any church 
which has departed from the 
fundamental doctrines of the 
Word of God.

God’s people must 
endeavour to follow this 
path and therefore we 
need grace and wisdom to 
practise biblical separation 
in a way that glorifies God. 
We must guard against 
the danger of adopting a 
position on separation which 
falls short or goes beyond 
what Scripture teaches. 
Sometimes there is an all or 
nothing approach and as a 
result the doctrine of biblical 
separation is misused. In 
Mark 9 the disciples said 
to the Saviour, “Master we 
saw one casting out devils in 
thy name, and he followeth 
not us, and we forbade him, 

because 
he 
followeth 
not us. But 
Jesus said, Forbid 
him not. For there is no 
man that shall do a miracle 
in my name that can lightly 
speak evil of me. For he that 
is not against us, is on our 
part” (verses 38–40). The 
disciples were wrong on 
that occasion. Separation 
is not the answer to every 
disagreement or to every 
difference of opinion within 
the professing church. 
Believers might differ on 
the modes of baptism, or 
eschatology, or church 
government but this would 
not necessitate separation. 
There can be differences 
among believers that do not 
necessitate separation from 
one another. In its booklet, 
Separated Unto the Gospel, 
The Free Presbyterian 
Church of North America 
states, “Our separation 
should not blind us to the 
duty of Christians to express 
their love one for another 
and their spiritual unity in 
Christ. The Free Presbyterian 
Church therefore seeks to 
stand with faithful men and 
churches around the world, 
even when they do not 
endorse all our positions 
on matters that, though 
important to us, are not 
fundamental to the gospel.” 

Being 
a 

biblical 
separatist 

does not 
mean being an 

isolationist. 

The church scene has 
become much more 
complicated in recent years 
than it has been for some 
considerable time. There 
are new churches being 
established, in some cases 
drawing great numbers. They 
go by different names and 
have different emphasis. 
Some are community 
churches, many of them 
are charismatic churches; 
several are ecumenical 
and new evangelical. Many 
of them, because of their 
denial of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ are clearly 
out of bounds for the Bible 
believer. Others may have 
good points and bad points. 
So, what are we to do? We 
must examine them in the 
light of Scripture and ask 
probing questions such as: 
Is the gospel being denied? 
Is there wilful departure 
from the Word of God? Is 
there ecumenism and/or the 
support of ecumenism? Are 
there charismatic issues? 
Is there respect for the 
inspiration and inerrancy of 
the holy Scriptures? Is Christ 
faithfully set forth as the one 
Mediator between God and 
men? Is there a confession 
of faith and if so, what do 

they believe? We have to 
ask about the worship; is it 
biblical, reverent, and God-
glorifying or it is worldly? In 
many cases, we will have 
to say, we cannot worship 
there because of error and 
to do so would make us 
partakers of that error. Failure 
to be careful in these matters 
will lead to compromise 
and confusion and most 
importantly, a dishonouring 
of God. 

Separation from error 
requires courage. The path 
of biblical separation is often 
a lonely one. Elijah was bold 
when he challenged the 
prophets of Baal. John the 
Baptist was strong when 
he spoke against the false 
religious leaders of his day. 
And the Lord Jesus Christ 
was forthright when he 
spoke out against the scribes 
and Pharisees, describing 
them as a generation of 
“vipers” and “hypocrites” 
(Matthew 12:34; 23:27). In 
His ministry there was no 
uncertain sound. We too, 
must be set for the defence 
of the gospel. There are 
numerous passages that 
speak of the church as 
an army, the believer as a 
soldier, the situation we face 
as a battle and all of those 
phrases suggest a militant 
stand against the errors of 
apostasy. Paul uses dynamic 
language when writing to 
the Galatians in Galatians 
1:8, 9: “But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach 

any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him 
be accursed. As we said 
before, so say I now again, 
If any man preach any other 
gospel unto you than that 
ye have received, let him 
be accursed.” The point is 
we must not accept another 
gospel, and we must open 
our mouths with boldness 
in defence of the one true 
gospel. This does not 
mean arrogance or pride or 
ungraciousness. The doctrine 
of biblical separation requires 
grace and we should 
constantly pray to be like 
Christ in our separation unto 
Him. Biblical separation must 
always be for the sake of the 
gospel and for the glory of 
God, and if it is, it will be the 
path of blessing. 

Rev Colin Mercer 
is minister of Dromore 
Free Presbyterian Church, 
Northern Ireland.

Credit: Pexels.com

We must guard 
against the danger 
of adopting 
a position on 
separation which 
falls short or goes 
beyond what 
Scripture teaches. 
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Foul, I to the fountain fly,
Wash me, Saviour, or I die.

Another Key Question

Lack of assurance among 
God’s children often results 
from failing to look to Christ. 
Listening to the accusations 
of Satan or the murmurings 
of conscience can pierce the 
soul with arrows of despair. 
But fixing your gaze upon the 
Man at God’s right hand will 
calm the troubled spirit. 

Paul addresses this lack of 
assurance in a final, decisive 
question:

5. “Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ” 
(Romans 8:35)?

Essentially, he is asking, is 
there anything or anyone 
who can disinherit the child 
of God? He continues with 
a list of potential threats: 
“Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?” Each of these 
represents a genuine terror. 
For first-century citizens of 
the vast Roman Empire, the 
threat of famine, plague, 
or war was ever-present. 
For Christians, persecution 
added an even sharper peril. 
The believers to whom Paul 
wrote would soon feel the 
wrath of a pagan empire.  
James Montgomery Boice 
titled his study on Psalm 44, 
which Paul quotes in Romans 
8:36, “Sheep That Conquer”. 
Amazingly, the “sheep for 
the slaughter” would be 
transformed into “more than 
conquerors through him 
that loved us”.  The Christian 

becomes a hyper-nikeō – a 
“super-conqueror”. A sheep 
does not normally conquer, 
yet in Christ, even the lamb 
triumphs. Christ Himself is 
both Lamb and Lion: the 
Lamb of God who gave 
Himself unto death, and the 
Lion of Judah who triumphed 
in resurrection. Therefore, 
in His power, we stand 
victorious.

Final Flourish 

Paul concludes with a 
final flourish, asserting 
that Christianity is the only 
worldview that truly endures 
and succeeds. Confidently he 
declares his persuasion that 
nothing in life or death, in 
heaven or hell, in the present 
or the future, can defeat the 
believer:

“For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 
8:38–39).

The Romans would marshal 
all their might against a small, 
defenceless flock – without 
army, wealth, or status. Yet 
the power of paganism could 
not withstand the power of 
Christ. The empires of those 
who defied God crumbled 
into ruins, while the Gospel 
continued to advance across 
the world. Likewise, the 
systems of atheism, Islam, 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and 
every ideology that opposes 

Christ will fade, but the 
Church will prevail. 

So, too, in our personal 
battles – against temptation, 
against the brokenness of 
this fallen world, and against 
the spirit of godlessness that 
dominates humanity – we 
shall conquer. Victory may 
not be immediate, but it is 
certain. “Ye are of God, little 
children, and have overcome 
them: because greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is 
in the world” (1 John 4:4).

The love of Christ is the 
supreme reason for both 
the triumph of Christianity 
throughout history and 
the victory of faith in each 
believer’s life. His love 
remains constant through 
every storm, failure, and 
season of despair. For this 
reason, we have every cause 
for confidence and joy: 
nothing will ever separate us 
from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

NEVER SEPARATED FROM THE LOVE OF GOD STUDY DOCTRINE

Rev Peter McIntyre helps 
us digest one of the most 
comforting passages of the 
Scripture: the closing verses 
of Romans 8. [Editor]

Romans 8 – described 
as “the brightest gem in 
the cluster” by Dr Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones – begins 
with “no condemnation” 
and concludes with “no 
separation”. This chapter is 
the key passage in Scripture 
revealing the assurance 
the Christian enjoys while 
awaiting his great inheritance 
as an heir of God and joint-
heir with Jesus Christ.

In unfolding these blessed 
truths, Paul teaches that 
grace once received can 
never be lost. Indeed, 
a golden chain with 
unbreakable links binds the 
believer to Christ through the 
covenant promises of God. 
These links – predestination, 
calling, justification, and 
glorification – lead us onward 
and homeward to final 
rest: forever with the Lord. 
Because of these truths, Paul 
brings this chapter – the 
beating heart of his sublime 
exposition of the Gospel – to 
a close with a thunderous 
crescendo.

Key Questions

Paul leads the reader into 
this remarkable climax with 
two preliminary questions:

1. “If God be for us, who 
can be against us” (Romans 
8:31)?

It is impossible for God ever 
to turn His back upon His 
adopted children.

2. “He that spared not his 
own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely 
give us all things” (Romans 
8:32)?

The God who gave His Son 
to the cross will withhold 
nothing good from the 
people for whom Christ died.

Paul then asks two further 
questions, each pointing 
us to Christ and to the “all 
things” that are ours in Him.

3. “Who shall lay anything 
to the charge of God’s 
elect” (Romans 8:33)?

No accusation can stand 
against the Christian, for he 
has been justified by God. 
Justification is complete – sin 
pardoned, and the once-
guilty made righteous. No 

charge can be brought, for 
God Himself has prepared 
His people for judgment.

4. “Who is he that 
condemneth” (Romans 
8:34)?

No condemnation can 
prevail against God’s elect 
because of Christ’s death, 
resurrection, and ongoing 
mediation at the Father’s 
right hand. The emphasis 
is never on human effort, 
natural faithfulness, or even 
the believer’s prayers. Our 
righteousness is Christ’s 
righteousness. The Christian 
leans entirely upon Him: His 
death paid the price of our 
sin, His resurrection secured 
our justification, and His 
intercession guarantees our 
glorification. As Augustus 
Toplady beautifully wrote in 
Rock of Ages:

Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for 
dress,
Helpless, look to Thee for 
grace;

Never Separated 
from the
Love of God

Rev Peter McIntyre
is the minister of 
Clogher Valley Free 
Presbyterian Church, 
Northern Ireland.
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YOUTH DEVOTIONAL STUDY DOCTRINE

T he Jewish leaders 
repeatedly brought 
their ‘trick questions’ 

to Jesus. Of course, their 
intention was to trap the 
Saviour, but time after time 
the Lord left them speechless 
with His masterful answers. 
Finally, the Pharisees 
asked one last question: 
“Master, which is the great 
commandment in the law” 
(Matthew 22:36)? Although 
emerging from a rebellious 
heart, it was a good question. 
The Old Testament is full 
of commandments given 
by God; the Jews counted 
613 commands in the Torah. 
Naturally, they asked which 
of all these was the most 
important. Jesus answered 
without delay: “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great 
commandment. And the 
second is like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all 
the law and the prophets” 
(Matthew 22:37–40).

Much has been said 
about these two great 
commandments which 
are a summary of the law. 
Christ is the great Prophet 
(Deuteronomy 18:15) and 
therefore, His Word is 
authority. In the Sermon on 

the Mount, He explained 
the true meaning of the law 
(Matthew 5:22, 28, 32, 34) 
but here Christ details for us 
the true summary of the law. 
The Ten Commandments are 
summed up in these two: 
loving God (Deuteronomy 
6:5) and loving your 
neighbour (Leviticus 19:18). As 
Paul later said, “Love worketh 
no ill to his neighbour: 
therefore love is the fulfilling 
of the law” (Romans 13:10). 
The first four commandments 
can be summarised in love 
for God, and the following six 
in love for your neighbour. 
Christ also specifies that 
love for God must be with 
our whole being; that is, 
with our will (“heart”), our 
affections (“soul”), and our 
understanding (“mind”).

Have you ever considered 
why the first and greatest 
commandment is 
summarised as ‘love’? Why 
did Jesus say that what 
matters most is “loving 
God” and not “obeying 
God”? Surely, there is 
something here for us to 
meditate upon? 

Love for God is the great 
commandment because 
what God seeks is a change 
in the heart. That is why 
the prophet spoke of a 
spiritual heart transplant as 
an illustration of conversion 
(Ezekiel 36:26). God says to 

each of His children, as wise 
Solomon once said: “My 
son, give me thine heart” 
(Proverbs 23:26). He seeks 
in us something deeper than 
mere obedience. In fact, a 
kind of external, forced, or 
hypocritical obedience – 
without love, without heart, 
without desire – is not 
something that pleases God. 
God outlines His displeasure 
at such behaviour: “This 
people draw near me with 
their mouth, and with their 
lips do honour me, but have 
removed their heart far from 
me” (Isaiah 29:13; Mark 7:6). 
Therefore, as a Christian, 
you cannot be satisfied 
with a kind of obedience 
that is empty of love. This is 
offensive to God and very 
dangerous. That was the 
‘forced obedience’ of Jonah 
when he finally went to 
preach to the Ninevites, 
but his heart was 
still far from 

the love of God, and God 
rebuked him. That was the 
proud ‘obedience’ for so 
many years of the eldest son 
in Luke 15:29, and in the end 
he did not enter his father’s 
celebration. And that was 
also the patient ‘obedience’ 
of the church in Ephesus 
(Revelation 2:1–7), but having 
lost their love, they were in 
danger of losing their church 
as well. So, you must ask 
yourself: “Is love for God the 
motive of my obedience? 
Why do I go to church every 
Sunday, why do I serve in 
some ministry, or why do 
I resist temptation?” God 
wants obedience, of course, 
but an obedience that flows 
from a love for Him.

Moreover, Christ said 
that loving God with our 
whole being is the greatest 
commandment because, as 
Creator and Designer of man 
(Colossians 1:16), He knows 
perfectly how we function. 
Our thoughts, words, and 
actions always follow our 
inclinations. In other words, 

we do what we 
love the most 

at a given 
moment. 

Perhaps 
you 

say, 
“I 

don’t always do what I love. 
For example, I don’t like 
some things I have to do at 
work, and yet I do them.” 
Well, think about it carefully. 
Perhaps you do not love 
what you are told to do at a 
certain moment, but you love 
keeping your job even more, 
and therefore you do it. In 
the end we act according to 
our strongest love, desire, or 
inclination.

“Love God, and do what you 
will,” said an early church 
theologian. He knew that 
when our heart is in love 
with something or someone, 
our desires will go in the 
same direction, and our 
actions will follow that path 
as well. Therefore, if God 
has our heart, if we love Him 
supremely, our desires will be 
for Him, and our actions will 
align accordingly. “For this is 
the love of God, that we keep 
his commandments: and 
his commandments are not 
grievous”(1 John 5:3). On the 
other hand, if God is not our 
chief love, His commands will 
be grievous and burdensome 
to us, and we will not be able 
to fully obey Him or please 
Him. 

Now, if we are honest, 
none of us has ever 
perfectly fulfilled this great 
commandment. In fact, 
sinful creatures do not 
love God; we are “haters 
of God” (Romans 1:30). We 
have failed in the greatest 
commandment. Therefore, 
we need a Substitute: Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. He 
always loved the Father with 

all His heart, soul, and mind, 
and that love led Him to do 
what the Father commanded 
Him (John 14:31), even to die 
on the cross in our place. His 
obedience always flowed 
from His love. And it is when 
we put our faith in Him and 
receive Him as Saviour that 
“the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us” (Romans 5:5). Thus, 
He enables us to love God. 
Let us seek more and more 
that love, and in doing so, a 
willing obedience to Him will 
be evident in our hearts and 
lives.

Pastor Alejandro Bernabeu
ministers in Cortijos Nuevos, 
Spain.

In the end we 
act according 
to our strongest 
love, desire, or 
inclination.

The Mandate of Love
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L ittle did Julia know that 
her name would be 
included in the canon 

of Scripture among a list 
of people greeted by the 
apostle Paul in his letter to 
the Romans. Like a name in a 
long genealogy, Julia can be 
easily overlooked because 
the only information we 
have about her is that she is 
mentioned with Philologus, 
who was likely her husband 
or her brother.

While we do not know what 
Julia did, the Lord knows, 
and that is all that matters. 
She is a classic example of 
an ordinary Christian woman 
who lived, served, and died. 
No memorial in her honour 
was erected in Rome where 
she lived. But the apostle 
Paul singled her out because 
he must have appreciated 
her contribution to the work 
of Christ. It is obvious that 
Julia made a difference in her 
time.

Fast forward across the 
seas and the centuries to 
another unassuming woman 
who made a difference in 
her time. She was born in 

1867 in the little village of 
Millisle, County Down, by 
the shores of the Irish Sea. If 
you drive through the main 
street of Millisle today, you 

might notice the small, blue 
plaque on the Baptist church 
wall with Amy Carmichael’s 
name and dates. In her late 
teens, Amy started a Sunday-
morning class for the mill 
girls of Belfast or “shawlies” 
who wore their shawls to 
church because they could 
not afford hats. Amy’s 
motto became, “Nothing is 

important but that which is 
eternal.”

Two years later Amy heard 
missionary Hudson Taylor 
speak of his work in China 
which spoke to her about 
venturing all for Christ. Amy 
applied to the China Inland 
Mission, but her application 
was turned down because of 
her weak health. Eventually 
she was able to go to Japan 
for fifteen months, but illness 
forced her to return home. 
You would think that two 
major setbacks to becoming 
a missionary were enough to 
quash Amy’s determination, 
but she knew God had 
called her, which meant she 
must go. As soon as she 
recovered, Amy sailed to 
India where she remained for 
the rest of her life.

Almost immediately, Amy's 
missionary work involved 
rescuing young girls who 
were dedicated to Hindu 
gods and forced into 
prostitution in the temple 
by their parents from an 
early age. Amy brought the 
girls home and soon she 
had 1000 children, among 

whom was little 
Preena who 

escaped from 
the temple by 

herself. Amy stood 
up to the threats of 

those who insisted 
Preena be returned. 

Amy remained steadfast. 
To the girls, Amy was 
“Amma” (Tamil for "mother"). 
She founded the Dohnavur 
Fellowship and laboured for 
the Lord for fifty-five years. 
Her writings and life story 
have touched millions and 
just before her death in 
1951, India outlawed temple 
prostitution. 

On her deathbed, Amy asked 
that no stone be erected 
over her grave at Dohnavur.  
Amy’s own words reveal her 
humble heart: “If I do not 
forget about such a trifle as 
personal success, so that it 
never crosses my mind, or 
if it does, is never given a 
moment’s room there; if the 
cup of spiritual flattery tastes 
sweet to me, then I know 
nothing of Calvary love.” Amy 
Carmichael did not desire 
recognition, even though 
she made a difference in her 
time.

The key to Amy’s success 
is revealed in her prayer: 
“God, harden me against 
myself, the coward with 
pathetic voice who craves 
for ease, and rest, and 
joy. Myself, arch traitor to 
myself, my hollowest friend, 
my deadliest foe, my clog 
whatever road I go.” She 

embodied Ada Whiddington’s 
hymn: 

Not I, but Christ be 
honoured, loved, exalted,

Not I, but Christ be seen, 
be known and heard;

Not I, but Christ in every 
look and action,

Not I, but Christ in every 
thought and word.

Two different women, two 
different time periods, two 
different nationalities – but 
the same consecration of 
heart and life. Their memory 
inspires us in our time. The 
apostle Peter conveyed that 
women’s primary adorning 
should not focus on the 
outward but on “the hidden 
man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even 
the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price” 
(1 Peter 3:4). Why would we 
not want something that is so 
valuable to God?

True service for the Master 
does not desire to be 
showcased, congratulated, or 
recognised, but it is faithful, 
humble work behind the 
scenes when no one but God 
sees – maybe even in the 
seclusion of a hospital bed 
where prayer is the only act 
of service that can be done. 
But what a service that is! 
Often the Lord forwards His 
kingdom unspectacularly, 
using quiet, unassuming, 
ordinary people living in 
ordinary circumstances. 

“We may easily be too big 
for God to use, but never too 
small” (Dwight L. Moody).

This came home to me when 
I was standing in the queue 
of a big grocery store in 
Toronto recently. Suddenly, 
behind me I heard a child’s 
voice calling out, “Amma! 
Amma!” It took a moment 
before I realised it was the 
voice of a little Indian girl 
simply calling her mother. 
Immediately I felt a lump in 
my throat. I thought of Amy 
and the faithful work she 
did with those little girls. 
She gave up her homeland, 
her family, her friends, and 
her comfort for the honour 
of Christ. Amy was just an 
unknown little woman – but 
used by God in the extension 
of His kingdom. Fighting 
tears as I put my groceries on 
the counter, I asked myself 
that soul-searching question, 
“Am I making a difference 
for the cause of Christ in my 
time?”

Quietly 
Making a 
Difference

You would 
think that two 
major setbacks 
to becoming 
a missionary 
were enough 
to quash Amy’s 
determination, but 
she knew God had 
called her, which 
meant she must go. 

LADIES’ DEVOTIIONAL LADIES’ DEVOTIIONAL

Jill Saunders
is the wife of Dr Larry
Saunders, minister of Toronto
Free Presbyterian Church,
Canada, and the Principal of 
Whitefield Christian Academy.

Credit: WikiMedia Commons
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LTBS Worldwide
RADIO PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

Broadcasting the Word of Life throughout the world on AM, FM and INTERNET RADIO.
Schedule effective as of September 2025.

Africa
Radio Africa #2 (Southern Africa)
21525 kHZ...Sun 6:30pm

Imani Radio   88.8 FM...   Wed. 7.30pm, Thurs. 10.00pm
MMUST FM   103.9 FM...  Sun. 7.15pm, Wed. 7.45pm

Canada

Frederiction, NB JOY 96.5... Sunday 9.00am
Calgary, AB CHRB 1140 AM... Sunday 10am & 10pm
& Saturday 5.30pm, Mon – Fri 4:30pm
Vancouver, BC KARI 550 AM... Sunday 9.30am 
Monday–Friday 5.00am & 5.00pm
Prince George, BC 93.1 CFIS FM... Sunday 8.00am
Fort St. John, BC   Moose FM 101... Sunday 8.30am
Portage La Prairie, MB CFRY 920 AM... Sunday 8.00am
Swift Current, SK CKSW 570 AM... Sunday 9.30am
Nipawin, SK CIOT 104.1 FM... Monday–Friday 6.00pm
GTA ON, WDCX Radio 970 AM... Sunday 9am
Halifax NS, Harvesters FM 93.9... Sunday 9:30am

Caribbean

Grenada, West Indies
Harbour Light 94.5 FM & Internet...
Monday–Friday 3.30am (AST)
Harbour Light 1400 AM, 94.5 FM & Internet...
Monday–Friday 10.30am (AST)

England

London Premier 1305, 1332, 1413 MW
Sky Digital Channel 0123
Freeview 725
Monday–Friday 1.00am

Far East

WRMI 7780 kHZ... Friday 9.00pm

Nepal

Kathmandu, WORD 106.1 FM... Daily 7.00am-11.00am

New Zealand, Palmerston North

Access Manawatu 999 AM... Sunday 11.00am

Republic of Ireland

Castlebar, Co. Mayo, Community Radio 102.9 FM
Sunday 10.00am
Donegal, Radio North Country 846 AM
Sunday 3.00pm & 8.15pm, Monday–Friday 9.30am 
Monaghan, Radio Star Country 981 AM
Sunday 12 noon, Monday 10.00am & 3.00pm,
Wednesday 3.00pm

United States of America

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
WFIL 560 AM...Sunday 1.00pm
Lima, Ohio
WCBV 105.9 FM...Monday–Friday 1.00pm
Greenville, South Carolina
WELP 1360 AM and 104.3 FM
Monday-Friday 1.30pm & 8.30pm (FM Only),
Saturday 1.00pm

VCY America

For a complete listing of broadcast times refer to 
program schedules at www.vcyamerica.org.

JC PRINT LTD
email: joe@jcprint.net

LTBS values the support and quality of service offered by JC PRINT LTD. 
and happily recommends them to all our readers.


