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T here can be no greater 
privilege afforded 
mankind than to be 

called of God to tell out the 
good news of the gospel. And 
when it comes to heralding 
the story of the cross, all 
three persons of the blessed 
Trinity are involved. We are 
chosen by God the Father 
to proclaim the Lord Jesus 
Christ His Son, but what we 
have to say must then be 
carried home to the heart of 
the listener by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. We dare not 
attempt to do God’s will in our 
own strength, for our words 
will simply fall to the ground.

The first thing the true 
servant of Christ is 
consciously aware of, 
of course, is his own 
unworthiness. If any man 
thinks himself fit for such 
holy service as the service of 
God is, then let him stop right 
there! The best any man or 
woman can ever hope to be 
is just a sinner saved only by 
the matchless grace of God. 
We are all debtors to mercy 
alone, and we will ever only 
attain to what God chooses 
to do with us and through 
us. But that’s just it! He is 
able to do far more 

exceeding abundantly above 
all that we can ask or think!

That person who responds 
to the call to sacred service 
must do so unreservedly. To 
say, ‘Lord, here am I, send me’ 
must mean, ‘Lord, choose 
Thou for me the place of 
service’. If there isn’t a spirit 
of absolute surrender to the 
will of God, then that servant 
is wasting his own time and 
God’s!

So why does anyone respond 
to the divine call to service? 
Surely it’s because the 
truth of Calvary love has 
touched the heart! If Christ 
would die so willingly for 
poor benighted sinners in 
all their unworthiness, how 
can we who are saved not 
give ourselves gladly in His 
service?

Whether you feel equipped 
for service or not, God still 
calls you to go into all the 
world and preach the gospel. 
It might be no farther than to 
your next-door neighbour’s 
house, but if that’s where 
God wants you to go, then be 
ready to obey! If 

you’re concerned that your 
neighbour won’t give any 
heed to your message, 
that’s not your responsibility. 
You’re not accountable for 
how people respond to the 
gospel. 

You may feel like Moses did 
when he lamented to God, 
‘I am slow of speech, and 
of a slow tongue’, but God’s 
response to that was, ‘Who 
made man’s mouth?’ The 
only ability God requires is 
availability! So when the 
Almighty asks, ‘Whom shall I 
send?’ why not trust Him for 
the needed grace and power 
and say, ‘Lord, here am I, 
send me.’ And then just watch 
how God will bless your 
labours!

Here Am I, Send Me

Raymond McLernon
currently oversees the work in 
Bushmills Free Presbyterian 
Church, Northern Ireland.

That person who 
responds to the 
call to sacred 
service must do so 
unreservedly. 

P14
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NEWS MISSIONARY REPORT

Break-In
For several years now the Rev. Paul Thapa 
has been responsible for preaching, editing, 
mixing and sending the Let the Bible Speak 
programmes to over twenty FM stations in 
Nepal. The centre of operations is a small 
but well-equipped studio where he spends 
many hours per week in this labour of love 
in the gospel. In August the studio was the 
focus of attack when three essential pieces 
of equipment were stolen – a recently 
purchased laptop, a microphone and a power 
generator. Obviously the kingdom of darkness 
had felt the impact of the Word preached in 
the power of the Spirit and sought to disrupt 
the gospel going forth. 

Our immediate priority was to replace the 
laptop and microphone so that recordings 
would continue and the ministry of LTBS be 
kept ‘on air’. We value your prayers for Rev. 
Thapa and the ministry in Nepal, not forgetting 
the five workers, supported by LTBS, who 
endeavour to visit radio listeners living often 
in very remote areas. Their follow-up work 
gives opportunity to speak of Christ and the 
way of salvation to those who have written 
in response to the broadcasts and to leave 
gospel literature with them. 

Correspondence
An encouraging letter was received from a 
regular listener in Northern Ireland to our five 
daily broadcasts each week on Radio North in 
the Irish Republic: 

I feel I should drop you a note to say how 
much I enjoy the morning programme. The 
speakers are all very good. Today it was 
Mr Mercer and he just could not have been 
clearer and simple for anyone to understand.
I have written to you before and told you I got 
saved when I was seven years old and the 
Lord has been good to me all these years. I 
am in my ninetieth year now. Please find a 
small gift which I hope will help you continue 
your broadcasts on radio. Thanking you.

From Australia came appreciation for a recent 
issue of this magazine: 

The LTBS Quarterly on Prayer (April 2018) is 
really blessing me. I only have one copy and 
do not intend to give it away, but I would love 
to have some more copies to share with those 
praying ones that I keep in contact with. Would 
you please be able to find some extra copies 
– even if you only had two or three, but more if 
you can, and send them to me? Thank you.

TV Broadcasts and 
Recordings
Our previously recorded programs commence 
broadcasting on 7 November 2018.

Revelation TV channel will air our regular 
broadcasts as follows:

Times - 6.30am and 7.30pm each Wednesday

Channel
    SKY TV - channel 581
    Freesat - channel 692
    Freeview HD - channel 264
    ROKU BOX - Scroll through to Revelation TV
    Apple TV, iPhone/iPad and Android -
    Download the Revelation TV app
    Online - revelationtv.com/live 

Further TV recordings sessions are planned 
(DV) for 18–20 October in Lurgan FPC. 
Pray for the Lord’s blessing on the broadcasts 
and His help and guidance in the ongoing 
development of this ministry. 

Leslie Curran 
Programme director of LTBS in Northern Ireland and 
Convener of the LTBS Committee.

Missionary 
Focus – 
Orlando 

A s 2019 approaches, 
we look forward 
to celebrating the 

thirtieth anniversary of 
Orlando Free Presbyterian 
Church. To God alone 
belongs all the glory 
and praise.

Providentially, the 
Lord allowed 
us to come 
into contact 
with the Free 
Church shortly 
after Dr Cairns 
accepted 
the call to 
Greenville. 
Never before 
had we heard 
such preaching 
and praying!

At the time, we attended 
a sound, Reformed work, but 
our pastor accepted a call to 
another church, and chaos 
ensued. Many members left, 
and most of the core group 
were illegally voted out when 
a new pastor was called in 
1988. Soon afterwards, we 
contacted Dr Cairns and 
expressed interest in starting 
a  Free Presbyterian church 
in Orlando. Through his 
efforts, several men from the 
Greenville church came and 
preached for us in a rented 
room in Ramada Inn.

In early 1989, Mr John 
Wagner accepted the call 

to become the first pastor 
of what became Orlando 
Free Presbyterian Church. 
We met in the Wagners’ 
house, then in a rented room 
in a small shopping center, 
and finally we purchased a 
house with a building in the 
back that had been used to 

raise chinchillas. A complete 
renovation of the building 
was necessary, including 
adding restrooms, an office 
for the pastor, a storage area, 
Sunday school rooms, a 
raised platform for the pulpit 
and a small porch.

Rev. Wagner served about 
13 years and was called to 
begin a work in Columbia, 
South Carolina. Mr Paul 
Trimble then served his 
internship, after which the 
congregation issued a call 
to Rev. Derek Erwin, who 

was pastor until 30 April 
2017. A number of men from 
our churches in Northern 
Ireland, Canada and the 
U.S. have filled the pulpit for 
over a year. At present Mr 
Peter Banfe is serving his 
internship, which will last 
until May 2019.

Please remember us in 
prayer, especially in these 

areas:
     1. Wisdom 

concerning the man 
to call as pastor

     2. Mr. Banfe 
and all his 
responsibilities
     3. New 
people to be 
added
     4. Men to 
serve as elders 
and deacons

     5. Finances – 
always a need in a 

small work

We praise the Lord 
for His care for us, His 

comfort and His presence.

Ken Walters  
is an elder in Orlando
Free Presbyterian Church, 
Florida, USA.
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SERVICE STUDY DOCTRINE

Philippians Chapter 2:12–15

W riting to the 
young church 
at Philippi, the 

apostle Paul sets before the 
believers there a pattern for 
Christian service in chapter 
2 verses 5–7 (Christ the 
perfect servant). This has 
been relevant and up to 
date for Christians in every 
generation. The writer shows 
them and us that we are to 
have a servant’s mind and to 
strive for Christ-likeness in all 
that we do. In addressing the 
church collectively, wanting 
them to be at their best for 
the Lord, he reminded them 
in chapter 2 verses 12–15 
that they all had a uniting 
purpose, to serve the Lord. 
These verses still remind us 
today that we are all saved to 
serve.

WE ARE ALL SAVED
TO SERVE
Notice three important things 
in these verses:

An Important Challenge    

‘Work out your own 
salvation’ (verse 12). Paul was 
describing something which 
every saved person should 
strive to do. The verb ‘work 

out’ means to thoroughly 
develop or to get the best 
out of something. The same 
word was used to describe 
working the ore out of silver 
mines. There was, in those 
mines, that which was useful 
and valuable, but it needed 
to be worked out in order for 
anyone to benefit from it. The 

same verb was used also in 
reference to farming and how 
land needed to be worked,  
i.e., tended, cultivated and 
nurtured, in order that it 
might bring forth a fruitful 
crop.

The lesson is clear. The 
challenge is to seek to 
nurture, cultivate and 
develop any gifts or talents 
that God has given to us, 
remembering that every 
believer has been given 

some. Whether it is in our 
local congregation, on the 
foreign field, in the office, in 
the home or anywhere else, 
we all have the responsibility 
and privilege to serve the 
Lord in some way. In Romans 
chapter 16 there is a list of 
people whom Paul sends 
greetings to and who had 
obviously contributed in 
some way to the furtherance 
of God’s cause. We are given 
so little detail about most of 
them that you may well ask, 
‘Who were they?’ They may 
have been largely unnoticed 
and unknown, but they did 
what they could.

Many Christians who would 
love to do more for the 
Lord find apparent human 
limitation and a profound 
feeling of natural weakness 
a stumbling block. The Bible 
reminds us time and again 
that help is available.

An Important Companion      

‘It is God which worketh in 
you both to will and to do 
of his good pleasure’ (v. 13). 
This verse describes divine 
enablement. The words ‘to 
will’ imply every good desire. 
The main thrust of the verse 
is being ‘energised’. If we will 

make ourselves available, He 
promises to make us able to 
perform whatever task He 
sends us to. God enables His 
servants by filling them with 
the Spirit. 

In trying to encourage 
the believers at Ephesus 
to labour in God’s cause, 
Paul said in Ephesians 
5:16, ‘Redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil’. 
Then he reminded them of 
the key to fulfilling their duty 
in God’s work by saying in 
verse 18, ‘Be filled with the 
Spirit’. It is worth noting that 
in the original language this 
is not a suggestion but is 
in the form of a command. 
Make use of the means of 
grace, seek God earnestly 
and frequently, as the infilling 
of God’s Spirit is closely 
linked with prayer.

Writing to the Colossians 
in chapter 1 verse 29, the 
apostle reminds believers 
there that he sought to do 
his best. He uses the word 
‘striving’, which carries the 
thought of the strenuous 
agonising of an athlete, but 
ultimately it was the infilling 
of God’s Spirit that in a 
marvellous way enabled Paul. 
‘Wherefore I also labour, 
striving according to his 
working, which worketh in me 
mightily’ (compare also 4:13).

It is vital that labourers seek 
God daily for fresh infilling 
of His Holy Spirit in order 
that we can be channels in 
His service and effective 
instruments in His hand, 
wherever His providence has 
placed us.

An Important Command    

‘Do all things without 
murmurings and disputings’ 
(v. 14). The word ‘murmurings’ 
means secret displeasure. 
‘Disputings’ means hesitation 
and doubt. We must 
endeavour to put these 

things far from us if we are to 
shine for Him, remembering 
that what we do is for ‘his 
good pleasure’ (v. 13). God 
is never more pleased with 
His people than when they 
are earnestly and prayerfully 
‘working out’ what He has 
‘worked in’. 

This will tell as wherever we 
are we ‘shine as lights in the 
world (v. 15). ‘Lights’ here 
are luminaries or reflectors. 
Just as the moon reflects 
the light of the sun, we can 
reflect the light and love 
of Christ before a fallen 
world. Let’s do what we can, 
gladly. ‘Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy 
might’ (Ecclesiastes 9:10). 
The exhortation of Christ in 

His Sermon on the Mount is 
recorded in Matthew 5:16: 
‘Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.’ 
This still applies in 2018, in a 
day of growing indifference 
to spiritual matters, when so 
many in society will not come 
to hear gospel preaching.

Susan Warner got it right 
in her well-loved children’s 
hymn:

Jesus bids us shine, with a 
clear, pure light,
Like a little candle, 
burning in the night.
In this world is darkness, 
so we must shine –
You in your small corner, 
and I in mine.

The challenge is 
to seek to nurture, 
cultivate and 
develop any gifts 
or talents that God 
has given to us ...

It is vital that 
labourers seek 
God daily for 
fresh infilling of 
His Holy Spirit 
in order that we 
can be channels 
in His service 
and effective 
instruments in His 
hand ...

We are
saved to Serve 

Cairin Salt
is minister of Aghalee 
Free Presbyterian Church, 
Northern Ireland.
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W hat a stir the 
apostle Paul 
must have made 

in Damascus in the days 
immediately following his 
conversion. Instead of coming 
to arrest the Christians, he 
bravely aligned himself 
with their cause. Instead of 
persecuting the church, he 
started to preach Christ. What 
confusion the enemies of the 
gospel were thrown into! 

However, their disorientation 
did not last long, and soon a 
plot was hatched to murder 
this newfound defender of the 
faith. His would-be assassins 
watched the entrance to the 
city day and night. There was 
only one way of escape for 
Saul (Acts 9:25). The disciples 
within the city let him down 
the walls in a basket. In order 
for the plan to work, some had 
to stay and support the ropes 
at home. 

This principle has to be 
applied to how we can best 
support our missionary 
workers at home and abroad. 
If they are to succeed, then 
someone has to stay behind 
and accept the responsibility 
of holding onto the ropes 
for them. Practically, then, 
how can we support our 

missionaries in the work, 
those who have gone over 
the wall, as it were, to spread 
Messiah’s name?    

There is no better way to 
hold onto the ropes than by 
maintaining contact with our 
missionaries. The best form 
of contact one can make is of 
course at the throne of grace 
in prayer. 

More than anything else, 
every missionary of the cross 
covets your prayerful support, 
when you intercede with 
God on their behalf (Romans 
15:30; 2 Corinthians 1:11; 2 
Thessalonians 3:1–2). The 
value of intercessory prayer 
was highlighted to me once 
again in reading through the 
Larger Catechism. As we pray 
for God’s kingdom to come 
across the world, Question 
and Answer 191 reminds us 

that we need to pray for the 
defeat of the kingdom of sin 
and Satan and that the gospel 
will be propagated throughout 
the world, the Jews called, 
the fulness of the Gentiles 
brought in, the church 
furnished with all gospel-
officers, etc. I commend it 
to your further study and 
prayerful application. 

Christians need to learn 
how to pray definitely. Read 
and pray over the prayer 
letters and reports in the 
church magazines but 
also on the Mission Board/
Missionary Council website 
(www.fpcmission.org).  Pray 
regularly. This means setting 
aside time in your daily 
devotions to pray specifically 
for missionary work. Pray 
unceasingly. Older believers 
used to talk about ‘praying 
through’. Pray the matters 
through until the answer is 
received. 

Whilst prayerful contact 
comes first, don’t forget about 
maintaining personal contact. 
I don’t know of any missionary 
that does not love to get 
a phone call from home, a 
letter, an email, even a brief 
message via social media. 
Just a word of encouragement 

is enough most times. Those 
in the work cannot reply every 
time and to everyone, but I 
assure you their day will be 
blessed because of your effort 
to make personal contact with 
them. 

I am sure that when Paul 
was let down via ropes 
from the walls of Damascus 
in that basket, he was not 
sent away empty-handed. 
All of our missionaries are 
dependent upon Christians 
and congregations holding 
the ropes for them by 
covenanting regular financial 
support. When a missionary 
visits a local congregation, 
usually an offering is taken 
up which will be sent to their 
personal support within the 
Mission Board. (Don’t forget 
to support those special 
deputation meetings in 
your congregation.) In the 
normal run of things it will be 
approximately three to four 
years before that missionary 
is back again. Without 
individuals covenanting their 
further financial support, it 
would be near impossible to 
keep them on the field. 

You can further personally 
support that missionary by 
monthly/regular covenants. 
The apostle Paul, when he 
wrote about the members of 
the church in Philippi, said, 
‘Ye sent once and again unto 
my necessity’  (Philippians 
4:16, emphasis added). You 
might feel that what you 
are able to give would be 
too insignificant to make 
any difference. Remember 
the example of Israel and 
how they worshipped in the 
wilderness. It was of course 
the Levitical priestly order that 

was prominent in the services. 

Yet as Bro. George McConnell 
once pointed out to me, 
when the tabernacle needed 
moving to another place, 
every person had their job 
to do. We read of the sons of 
Merari, in Numbers 3:36–37, 
that among other things they 
looked after the ‘pins’ of the 
tabernacle, and how vital that 
task was, because although 
the pins were a very small 
part of the great tent, without 
them the tabernacle would 
have collapsed. I thank God 
for those who by their regular 
personal support keep the 
work of missions together 
in the Mission Board. Your 
monthly support could be the 
pin that helps keep a specific 
worker or work of the Lord 
going forward. 

You can further support our 
missionaries by showing 
genuine concern for them. 
They have needs beyond their 
salary, such as little personal 
items and support for their 
bigger needs like vehicles, 
homes and mission projects 
in which they are involved. 
The work does not stop on 
the field, for also when on 
furlough how many have 
appreciated even someone 
driving them occasionally 
to their far-off deputation 
meetings. These are just some 
of a multitude of ways in which 
to support those involved in 
missionary service. 

William Carey’s old analogy is 
ever vivid – before he left for 
India he asked those whom 
he left behind to ‘hold unto 
the ropes’. Paul would have 
fallen to the ground, and his 
whole future ministry would 
have been jeopardised, had 

he not had rope holders. Take 
a fresh hold of the ropes, dear 
believer, for those servants of 
God in missionary work who 
have bravely gone over the 
wall to serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ. What more can you do 
to support their missionary 
endeavour? 

When the Master returns, 
you will be richly rewarded. 
The Good Samaritan told 
the innkeeper in Luke 10 
that whatsoever more he 
spent in caring for the injured 
man, when he would come 
again he would repay him. 
Rope holders one day will 
receive their rewards, as 
will the missionary they are 
supporting, from the Master. 

Ian Harris
is minister of Annalong
Free Presbyterian Church,
Northern Ireland and Chairman 
of the FPC Mission Board.

SUPPORT STUDY DOCTRINE

How to Support 
Our Missionaries

Your monthly 
support could be 
the pin that helps 
keep a specific 
worker or work 
of the Lord going 
forward. 

More than 
anything else, 
every missionary 
of the cross covets 
your prayerful 
support ...
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I n Scripture we learn that the Lord 
has been pleased to use human 
instruments for the furtherance 

of the gospel. Christ Himself is seen 
labouring in the work, and His desire 
is that there will be others labouring 
in His harvest field. The Lord has a 
place for each to serve; therefore 
let none say there is nothing he can 
do. Surrender your life to Him, and 
He will use you that no flesh should 
glory in His presence. 

I. The Lord’s Compassion 
Concerning His Harvest
But when he saw the multitudes, 
he was moved with compassion 
on them, because they fainted, and 
were scattered abroad, as sheep 
having no shepherd. (Matthew 9:36)

During the earthly ministry of Christ, 
multitudes followed Him. Though 
many followed only to see His 
physical works, yet a few focused 
upon the spiritual.  

As the Saviour looked upon the 
people, He was ‘moved with 
compassion’. Such is the strength 
of these words that they signify ‘the 
moving of the inward parts’, a strong 
feeling at the sight of man’s need, 
along with a strong desire to meet 
the need and remove the suffering. 
This word is used of physical needs 
in Matthew 14:14, whereas Matthew 
9 employs it for spiritual needs. 
Therefore the words reveal the 
reality of Christ’s compassion for 
fallen humanity because of the ruin 
that sin has brought.

Christ’s compassion is displayed in 
the lives of many. Think of Mark 1:41, 
concerning the unclean leper: ‘Jesus, 
moved with compassion, put forth 
his hand, and touched him’; Matthew 
20:31–34, which tells of the two blind 
men; and Luke 7:13, which tells of the 
raising of the widow woman’s son.
Remember, in all these testimonies, 
the Saviour knows and sees the 
need of sinners. Those who are 

blinded by sin, broken-hearted 
because of sin, bereaved as a result 
of sin, poor and needy – the Lord 
knew their state. 

Verse 36 states, ‘He saw the 
multitudes’. The word ‘saw’ signifies 
‘to look upon with knowledge, to 
focus upon, to know the need’. The 
Lord was aware, not merely of their 
existence, but of the great spiritual 
need that they had. He saw their 
need of Him.

Did He not show the same 
compassion upon our own lives? He 
saw us in our sinful state. He knew 
all about our rebellion and crimes, 
treason against heaven’s King. We 
were spiritually dead in trespasses 
and in sin, on the road that leads to 
destruction, and we deserved to be 
punished for our own sin. No man 
deserves His compassion. He could 
have left us in our vile state, and He 
would have been just to do so. 

However, there was a day when the 
glorious light of the gospel shone 
into our darkened hearts, and we 
were made new creatures in Christ, 
all because of the mercy of God 
in Christ. Oh, such a compassion 
should motivate us to see men 
saved. Such a desire will be in the 
heart of every true believer and will 
be dominant in every true church.

Those who are saved by grace will 
desire to spread the message of 
saving grace, just as the woman of 
Samaria in John 4:29: ‘Come, see 
a man, which told me all things that 
ever I did: is not this the Christ?’ A 
moving of God broke out, because 
‘many of the Samaritans of that city 
believed on him for the saying of the 
woman, which testified, He told me 
all that ever I did’ (v. 39).

So in Matthew 9, the multitude 
in verse 36 on whom the Lord 
was moved with compassion are 
described in verses 37–38 as 
‘the harvest’. This is vital, because 

Scripture proves that Christ preached 
the gospel to sinners and that He 
was burdened over the souls of men. 
Notice in verse 36 the reason for His 
compassion: ‘they had fainted’. The 
word for ‘fainted’ means wearied. 
Physically they were worn out, but 
spiritually they had received no food 
for their souls. They needed the 
manna from above, Christ the bread 
of heaven, who satisfies the need of 
men. They ‘were scattered abroad, 
as sheep having no shepherd’. There 
was no one to give spiritual direction, 
because they did not have the right 
kind of spiritual shepherd. There was 
no one to love and care for them.  
If you notice the first use of this term, 
recorded in Numbers 27:15–17, you 
see that Moses prayed that Israel 
would have a man to shepherd 
them after his departure.  Through 
the years men departed from the 
Lord, and now Israel was left with no 
spiritual guidance. Even the religious 
leaders of the Lord’s day were the 
blind leading the blind. 

The Lord taught this in a parable in 
John 10, speaking of Himself as the 
good Shepherd who cares for the 
sheep. He knows their name. But 
in comparison, in verses 12–14 He 
mentions a hireling, who ‘careth not 
for the sheep’. The word ‘careth’ 
means to focus upon, to have 
concern for. But this hireling cared 
not; he was not concerned about 
them. They were shepherdless, but 
he didn’t care. They were in danger, 
but he was not interested. They 
wandered, but he didn’t search. 
How many people sit in church 
buildings today, and the man at the 
front has no care or concern for their 
spiritual life. 

Praise the Lord, you attend a ministry 
where one cares for your soul. 

II. The Lord’s Cause Concerning His 
Harvest
Then saith he unto his disciples, The 

harvest truly is plenteous. (Mattt 9:37)

The cause for His harvest centres 
upon His redemptive work. His 
purpose of coming into the world 
was to gather a people which no 
man can number and to bring many 
sons to glory. Isaiah chapter 53 
prophesies about Calvary seven 
hundred years before it took place. 
Isaiah 53:11 says, ‘He shall see of 
the travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied: by his knowledge shall 
my righteous servant justify many; 
for he shall bear their iniquities.’ It is 
because of His death that there is a 
harvest to be gathered. 

The thought of multitude rises 
naturally from the sight of a harvest 
field, when the crop is plenteous. 
Harvest time is very important, as 
everything is done by a time scale: 
planting, sowing and reaping. The 
Lord likens the multitude to a harvest 
that is plenteous. There are myriads 
of people that need to be gathered. 
The harvest is ripe, ready to be 
gathered. 

We must never forget that this 
spiritual harvest is ‘his harvest’, not 
ours. Therefore, because of the 
accomplishment and application of 
redemption, there is a harvest to be 
gathered. 

Here is the great zeal for evangelism. 
Don’t give up. You may feel, ‘What’s 
the point? I have tried and tried; 
I have laboured long and hard.’ 
However, the very fact that there is a 
harvest guarantees that the blood of 
Christ was not shed in vain and that 
souls for whom Christ’s blood was 
shed He will gather. Because it is His 
harvest we can go and preach with 
confidence the person and work of 
Christ, as salvation is of the Lord. His 
business is to save; our business is 
to spread the message of Jesus the 
mighty to save.

When Paul preached the gospel 
at Corinth, he did so with full 
confidence, because the Saviour 
assured him in Acts 18:10, ‘I have 
much people in this city.’
Who will go to gather the harvest?

III. The Lord’s Challenge 
Concerning His Harvest
The labourers are few. (Matt 9:37)

Since there is a harvest, Christ 
speaks of the need for labourers. 
The fact that Christ Himself was 
labouring in the field (v. 35) teaches 
His constant ministry in many 
locations. He was the servant 
of Jehovah. Read the gospels, 
especially Mark, and you will see 
the business of Christ, serving and 
labouring for sinners in obedience 
to His Father’s will.  Therefore all 
who serve the Lord must labour as 
their Master does, having a burden 
and desire to do His bidding. Our 
Lord was busy about His Father’s 
business. 

The word ‘labourer’ signifies 
workman. In 2 Timothy 2:15 Paul 
encourages Timothy to be a 
labourer, a workman in the Word. 
The workman is to labour in the 
Word, ‘rightly dividing’ the Word. 
The Lord’s labourers in His work are 
those who toil for souls. Evangelism 
takes time and effort. There can be 
no spiritual progress, no blessing, 
without labour. 

Christ reveals that His labourers must 
go ‘into his harvest’, right into the 
midst of the people. Gathering the 
harvest will not be accomplished by 
looking or thinking about it; we must 
go with the Lord’s vision, right among 
the lost. The labourer must go into 
the field. That field will be your home, 
community, country and, if the Lord 
lays it upon your heart, a field in a 
far-off country.  

Who is willing to labour for the 
Master? Will we surrender all to the 
Master and serve Him?  ‘Who will 
answer, gladly saying, “Here am I, 
send me, send me”?’

IV. The Lord’s Command 
Concerning The Harvest
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest. (Matt 9:38)

Christ commands His disciples to 
pray Him that labourers will be sent 
forth into His harvest. The word ‘pray’ 
signifies to plead, to beseech, in 
other words, not to give up in praying 
this prayer, but to continually make 
this your request before God. 
The words ‘send forth’ signify to 
push forward and thrust out. The 

Lord employs the same word, which 
is used for the expulsion of a devil 
from a man possessed, as ‘cast 
out’ in Matthew 7:22, and also for 
when the Spirit 'driveth' Christ into 
the wilderness in Mark 1:12. The 
Lord commanded His church to 
plead with Him, bring before Him 
His redemptive purposes, that He 
will cast out, thrust out labourers into 
His harvest, that sinners will hear the 
gospel.

Do you ever pray God to send such 
workers into His vineyard? Those 
who graduate from Bible college will 
be cast out, thrust out into the work. 
We long to see more labourers sent 
by God. 

Furthermore, the Lord Himself led 
by example in Matthew 10:1–7 as He 
called the twelve apostles by name 
and in verse 5, ‘these twelve Jesus 
sent forth’.  

In glory, He still is praying to this end, 
as in Matthew 16:18 He says, ‘I will 
build my church’.

We read in Acts 13:1–3 that as the 
church was in prayer, they were 
praying for the advancement of 
Christ’s work, involving the sending 
forth of men chosen and called of 
God.

Therefore let us enter into His prayer 
ministry, beseeching God to raise up, 
equip and send labourers into the 
harvest field.

Philip Knowles
is ministering in Lewes
Free Presbyterian Church, 
England.
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I n 2 Kings 5 we have 
the wonderful story of 
Naaman and how he was 

healed of leprosy. One of the 
‘minor’ characters in the story 
is a little Jewish maid who 
served in Naaman’s house. 
Little is known about her. 
However, we do know that 
Naaman was a captain, and 
she was a captive. He was 
a leper man, and she was a 
little maid. 

At some point she had 
been carried away from her 
home and family by Syrian 
raiders, but in spite of this 
she showed remarkable 
faith in God. In due course 
it got the attention of not 
only her master, but also the 
kings of two nations! That 
is remarkable proof indeed, 
that ‘little is much when 
God is in it’. We could think 
of this little maid as an Old 
Testament missionary for a 
number of reasons.

First, she was concerned. 
She was concerned for 
people around her that 
they might come to know 
something of Israel’s God. 

Naaman, a heathen living 
in Damascus, a city which 
had stood for some eleven 
hundred years, was a 
fearless and decorated 
soldier, highly esteemed by 
his men and greatly honored 
by the king of Syria. 

God wanted a witness in that 
city, and this man, dwelling 
in all the luxury of that great 
capital, became the object 
of His favour. And who did 
God use? An insignificant 
little captive girl! One author 
said of her, ‘Though a caged 
bird, she sang so sweetly the 
songs of Zion that she led 
her master into the liberty of 
the sons of God.’

She was a slave in a foreign 
land far from her people. Her 
village had been attacked 
by a band of Syrians. Some 

of the villagers were able 
to escape, but she was 
captured. But God was 
working out His purpose in 
her life. In His providence 
He allowed it to happen and 
placed her in that situation 
for a reason. Remember the 
story of Joseph!

The Shorter Catechism asks, 
‘What are God’s works of 
providence?’ Answer: ‘God’s 
works of providence are, His 
most holy, wise, and powerful 
preserving and governing all 
His creatures, and all their 
actions.’ God overrules all the 
circumstances in the lives of 
His people for His glory. The 
story of the little maid proves 
that. She was where she was 
by divine appointment to 
do a work for God. She was 
concerned.

Second, she was confident. 
She was a lone witness 
for God in a heathen land 
surrounded by idolaters and 
paganism. Yet she was willing 
to share what she knew 
about Jehovah with them. 
When she learned that her 
master had leprosy, she told 

his wife about the prophet 
Elisha and how God worked 
through him. 

She had confidence in the 
power of God, and so she 
simply told what she knew 
about Israel’s God and left it 
there. Like Mary in the New 
Testament, she did ‘what 
she could’. She directed 
Naaman to God’s man. The 
message of the church 
today is ‘Behold, the man’ – 
Christ. Elisha means ‘God is 
salvation’. Jesus Christ is the 
Saviour.

Naaman went to Elisha 
because of her witness, and 
he was healed. It is obvious 
that the maid loved the Lord 
and wanted to glorify Him. 
She proved to be faithful 
both to her earthly master 
and her heavenly Lord. 

Notice how far-reaching may 
be the influence of the most 
insignificant child of God. 
She was the least influential 
person in Damascus, yet her 
simple faith was the means 
of winning her master, who 
became a living witness 
for God in Syria. She has 
been preaching to millions 
of people for nearly three 
thousand years. What a 
sermon!

In this world we are strangers 
and pilgrims, far from the 
heavenly shore. Declare your 
faith in the One who is able 
to save to the uttermost. 
Because of her faith and 
courage, a great man of 
influence was healed and 

His life was changed forever. 
What a witness he became! 
The maid’s example still 
serves to inspire, even to this 
day. 

The maid simply told what 
she knew, Mary did what she 
could, and the widow in the 
Gospel gave what she had. 
We should do what we can 
and trust God to do what only 
He can do! We too need the 
confidence the little maid 
had. 

Finally, she was courageous: 
‘Would God my lord were 
with the prophet that is 
in Samaria!’ (v. 3). She 
introduced the name of God 
into her conversation. This 
was a courageous thing 
to do when one considers 
where she was – surrounded 
by pagans in a land full of 
idolatry. 

It’s almost a crime to mention 
God in the public domain 
today. The little maid had 
convictions that were real 
and deep, and she was not 
afraid to speak out. Paul’s 
sister’s son simply told what 
he knew, and it saved Paul’s 
life (Acts 23:16 – 24). It took a 
lot of courage to go to speak 
to the captain on behalf of his 
prisoner uncle. 

Someone said, ‘Without 
courage wisdom bears 
no fruit.’ It was a faithful 
testimony given in the right 
way at the right time. ‘We 
speak that we do know.’ 
The little maid used the 
opportunity presented and 

did a great service for God. 
Being a slave, she may have 
thought that she could do 
little to help, but what she 
did was vital. She showed 
great courage. Apart from her 
witness, Naaman would have 
died a leper. How challenging 
is that?

Mackintosh McKay describes 
her as ‘the first girl guide’ 
because she was a guide 
to Naaman. Oh, to have a 
concern, confidence and 
courage to witness for Christ. 
May we, in our day, be New 
Testament missionaries for 
God just the way the little 
maid was an Old Testament 
missionary for God in her day.

Derek Erwin
is retired, having 
ministered in Orlando 
Free Presbyterian Church, 
Florida, USA.
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STUDY DOCTRINE

S ome people just seem 
to have it! They always 
seem to be at the 

right place, at the right time, 
when big things happen! 
Some claim raw talent, others 
careful planning, and some 
extraordinary luck. Such are 
the leaders and pioneers 
of tomorrow.  However, 
in Christian work, it is not 
primarily talent or planning 
(and certainly not luck!) that 
puts a person in the place 
where God opens new doors.

When you read Barnabas’s 
life story you cannot help 
but notice that he is always 
present when new things 
happen in the church. In 
Acts 4 Barnabas’s name is 
highlighted when believers 
begin to sell their property 
to help the needy saints in 
Jerusalem. Chapter 9 finds 
him first to welcome Saul 
of Tarsus (who will become 
the Lord’s model missionary) 
while everyone else is 
suspicious.  

It’s Barnabas in chapter 11 
who is first sent to teach 
the new congregation at 
Antioch (later the launch 
pad for Saul’s missionary 

journeys). Two chapters later 
Barnabas leads Saul out on 
the first of those journeys. He 
features again at the first-
ever ‘presbytery’ meeting in 
Acts 15. No matter where he 
appears, Barnabas is in the 
vanguard of the action. 

Of course, by definition 
the same is true for every 
missionary! Whether at 
home or on foreign soil, 
theirs is to be where God is 
conquering new ground. But 
what was it about Barnabas 
that placed him consistently 
where God was working? 
What characteristics made 
him a successful missionary?  
Perhaps you share those 
characteristics! 

From the beginning 
Barnabas’s selflessness is 
clear, both publically, when 
he laid the proceeds from his 
property at the apostles’ feet, 
and later, in a more subtle 
way, when he recognizes 
that leading the new Antioch 
church is just too much for 
him and sends to the more 
gifted Paul for help. As 
Spurgeon once remarked, ‘It 
takes more grace than I can 
tell, to play the second fiddle 
well’.   

There can be no place for 
selfishness in the Master’s 
service. If you would be 
where God’s kingdom 
presses forward, you will 
certainly give up worldly 
wealth, ‘esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in 
Egypt’.  Very likely, you will 
have to work with people 
more gifted than you, with all 
the emotional challenges that 
brings. Do you have what it 
takes?

Barnabas’s selfless spirit 
was not just something 
he was born with. It came 
from the power of the risen 
Christ within him – as Henry 

Martin (missionary to India 
and Persia) put it, ‘The 
spirit of Christ IS the spirit 
of missions’. Christ owned 
the heartland of his life, and 
his devotion to the Saviour 
gripped others with similar 
effect. Ministering in Antioch, 
he ‘exhorted them all, that 
with purpose of heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord’. 
The product of their Christ-
centred hearts was that the 
ungodly created a new label 
for them – ‘Christians’. Once 
again Barnabas is there when 
something new takes place!  

It is no great secret as to 
how Barnabas’s love for 
the Saviour had become so 
fervent – it was the age-old 
recipe of Bible study and 
serious prayer. His name, 
Barnabas, means ‘Son of 
Consolation’, but deeper 
analysis shows that it was 
consolation using the Word 
of God. Before you can 
use Scripture to comfort 
others, you must know it 
well yourself, and Barnabas 
was no novice in the Bible. 
Neither was he an amateur 
in prayer. We first meet him 
after that seismic prayer 
meeting of Acts 4, and in 
Acts 13 we learn that his call 
to the mission field originated 
at the public prayer meeting. 
There is no other recipe for a 
life full of the Holy Spirit, and 
an eye for the lost. 

Barnabas’s (and Paul’s) 
method for reaching the 
lost was equally timeless. 
They began their missionary 
endeavour in Salamis on the 

island of Cyprus (Acts 13) by 
preaching the Word of God, 
and they did not change their 
methodology at any point. 
Contrary to the methods of 
‘evangelism’ used by many 
modernists today, the simple, 
passionate, prayer-soaked 
preaching of God’s Word in 
the power of the Holy Ghost 
was, is, and always will be 
the cutting edge of God’s 
work.  

The choice of Cyprus also 
provides an interesting 
sidelight into Barnabas’s 
character, for he was himself 
a Cypriot Jew. Before going 
on to Turkey, he went the 
full length of his own native 
island home. Never does 
God send a missionary to 
distant fields who shows no 
concern for those of his or 
her own place!     

After Acts 15 Barnabas 
disappears from view, apart 
from a few references in 
Paul’s letters. He and Paul 
had separated after a bitter 
row over (John) Mark before 
Paul set out on his second 
missionary journey. Paul 
refuses to take Mark because 
he had previously deserted 
them. Barnabas, however, 
would not abandon the 
young man and, leaving Paul, 
takes him to serve the Lord in 
Cyprus.  

Many feel that Barnabas 
missed out by severing ties 
with Paul, and they may be 
correct. However, it is worth 
noting that Mark went on 
to pen the Gospel that now 
bears his name. Perhaps 

it’s fitting that Barnabas, the 
man who loved God’s Word 
and was constantly at the 
forefront of what God was 
doing, should be chosen to 
re-engage the young man 
who would write the first 
divinely inspired record of 
Christ’s life. May many more 
join Barnabas at the cutting 
edge!

Marcus Lecky
is minister of Cookstown
Free Presbyterian Church,
Northern Ireland.
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homes and hospitals terrified 
me. However, the Lord 
challenged me and drove 
me to prayer to know His 
will. During a never-to-be-
forgotten prayer meeting, 
the Lord met with me in a 
remarkable manner and 
made it absolutely clear that 
my calling was the ministry of 
the Free Church.

The greatest encouragement 
has been that the Lord can 
take the nobodies and the 
nothings and use them in 
His service; that His grace is 
sufficient; and that the power 
of His Spirit is available to 
those who earnestly seek 
Him. As a young preacher I 
was very self-critical. That is 
a good thing, within reason, 
but I carried it to destructive 
lengths. I was constantly 
aware of my inabilities, and 
often when someone would 
speak of being blessed 
through a message I had 
preached, I would think, 
‘They are only trying to 
be kind, for the preaching 
was not very good’. Then 
the Lord dealt with me to 
show me that far from this 
showing humility, it actually 
demonstrated pride. What 
I was really saying was 
that He could not bless His 
people unless I performed 
up to a certain level. That 
changed a lot of things for 
me. Over the years the Lord 
has encouraged me in many 
other ways. He gave me 
the ideal wife, a constant 
help in His work. He let 
me see souls saved and 
congregations in Dunmurry, 
Ballymoney and Greenville 

built up. And, of course, He 
privileged me to be involved 
in the great movement of His 
Spirit among us in the 1960s. 
Those are happy memories.

Humorous moments are 
too many to detail! I recall a 
real foot-in-mouth occasion 
when I was a student minister 
in Dunmurry. One Sabbath 
morning I was telling a 
children’s story about a lad 
who was cleaning up the 
back garden of his mother’s 
house. Now when we spoke 
of the back garden of our 
family home we simply called 
it ‘the back’, and one of my 
chores was to scrub the 
concrete path outside our 
back door. So I said that this 
boy scrubbed his mother’s 
‘back’ and then naively 
asked, ‘Do you ever scrub 
your mother’s back?’  I didn’t 
live that one down in a hurry!

I have often repeated the 
advice that Thomas Carlyle 
gave to a minister who asked 
him what the parish most 
needed. He replied, ‘This 
parish most needs a minister 
who knows God other than 
by hearsay’. That is profound. 
Book learning is important, 
but the all-important thing 
is to know God in deep and 
intimate fellowship. That 
means spending much time 
alone with Him in the study 
of His Word and in prayer. 
Never be a lazy preacher; 
give yourself to reading, but 
do not simply rehash other 
men’s sermons. Make sure 
you get beyond producing 
sermons and get a message 
from God for the people 

every time you enter the 
pulpit. Learn to preach Christ. 
He is the great subject of 
our ministry. And remember 
that you cannot serve Him in 
the strength of the flesh; you 
need the fulness of His Spirit. 
Finally, something I learned 
from Dr. Paisley: expect God 
to bless His Word. 

Alan Cairns
is retired, having ministered 
in Faith Free Presbyterian 
Church, Greenville, South 
Carolina, USA.

INTERVIEW INTERVIEW

I was born into a Christian 
home. Our church 
connections were somewhat 
eclectic. My mother was a 
Presbyterian, and my father 
was saved in the Church 
of Ireland. Thus their early 
married life was in the 
Church of Ireland. However, 
my father became involved 
in a lot of mission hall activity, 
with the result that as well 
as attending the Church of 
Ireland Sunday school, we 
went to the local Brethren 
Sunday school and attended 
services in a mission hall in 
our area that was doing a 
remarkable work for God. 
Then my two older brothers, 
both excellent musicians, 
went to the Salvation Army, 
and in due time I followed 
them – though my time in the 
junior band proved that I had 
not inherited the music gene! 
It was in the Belfast Citadel 
that I came to Christ through 
the ministry of a team of 
American evangelists. 

Our family moved to a new 
home in the Cregagh area 

of Belfast when I was eight 
years old. A few years 
later the newly formed 
Free Presbyterian Church 
commenced a work in 
Mount Merrion Avenue, 
just a few minutes’ walk 
from our house. I started 
attending the Sabbath school 
there and  then the regular 

church services. After a few 
years the Rev. S. B. Cooke 
became our minister, and 
it was under his ministry 
that I finally came to a full 
assurance of faith. I say 
‘finally’ because I had long 
been plagued with doubts, 
mostly, I believe, because 
of my cowardice and 
compromise. That happened 
in an all-night prayer meeting 
with about half a dozen of 
us in attendance. Those 
around me were praying 
with great liberty, and I was 
in the throes of a great inner 
conflict. That early morning, 1 
February 1958, the Lord used 
John 6:37 to lead me into 
a blessed assurance of His 
saving grace.

I was fully involved in all 
aspects of the church’s 
work – Sabbath school, 
children’s meetings, 
Christian Endeavour, open-
air ministry, door-to-door 
work – but I never aspired 
to be a preacher. I did not 
like meeting new people, 
and the thought of visiting 
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TESTIMONY TESTIMONY

As I share my testimony it is 
with a heart full of rejoicing 
that the Lord ever set His 
love upon me and brought 
me to Himself.

As a child, attending 
church, Sunday school and 
children’s meetings was an 
important part of my life. At 
these meetings l heard of 
my need to be saved, so l 
knew from an early age that 
I was a sinner, even though 
l had never done anything 
really bad. Looking back, l 
remember attending gospel 
meetings in a Brethren Hall 
near our home. During those 
meetings l had a desire to 
be saved but didn’t come 
to the Lord at that time. In 
1967 l attended a mission in 
an Orange Hall conducted 
by workers from the Faith 
Mission. During that mission 
God spoke to me about my 
sin and the need to be saved, 
so it was during that mission 
that l trusted Christ as my 
Saviour. l knelt to pray a 
sinner and arose cleansed in 
the precious blood of Christ. 

My sin had been forgiven, 
and now l was a child of God.

As a young Christian, l along 
with others saved at that 
mission attended many 
meetings. On a Saturday 
night we went to a meeting 
in Banbridge Orange Hall. 
This meeting was conducted 
by John Dickson, who had 
a great desire to see us 
grow in the Lord. John knew 
missionaries all over the 
world, and in the meetings 
we had a time of prayer 
where we were encouraged 
to pray for the missionaries. 

John thought his preaching 
and teaching made us 
aware that God had a plan 
and purpose for lives, and 
on many occasions l was 
challenged from the Word of 
God to think about the will of 
God for my life. So l began to 
pray earnestly and sincerely 
that God would show me His 
will for my life, and it was at 
a meeting during FM Bangor 
Convention that God called 
me to serve Him. I was willing 
for the will of God. I didn’t 
know where l would be going 
or where the Lord would 
send, but l was willing to 
serve the Lord.

The Lord led me to FM Bible 
College in Edinburgh, where 
l spent three years. I didn’t 
know where the Lord wanted 
me to serve Him, but l knew 
it was important to prepare 
myself for service. During 
those years the Lord taught 
me much academically. l 
found the discipline of study 
difficult due to the fact that 
l didn’t much like school. 
However, I rejoice in all of 

the Lord’s blessing in my life 
during Bible college days. 
While I was in Edinburgh the 
Lord called me to serve with 
FM in Canada. Leaving home 
and loved ones wasn’t easy, 
but the Lord gave all the help 
that was needed. 

When I arrived in Canada 
I was told that l would be 
going to work with a lady 
called Cathie Macaulay in 
British Columbia, Western 
Canada. Prior to going to 
Canada my desire was to 
serve the Lord in British 
Columbia, and I was rejoicing 
in the fact that the Lord had 
answered prayer. It was in 
Canada that l became a 
children’s evangelist. Our 
time was spent in the rural 
communities, bringing the 
gospel to the boys and 
girls by means of after-
school Bible clubs, school 
assemblies and Sunday 
schools. What a joy it was to 
see boys and girls trust the 
Saviour, and on occasion, 
because of children getting 
saved, parents came to 
Christ.  As I look back 
I rejoice in all of God’s 
goodness during those years. 
There were times when it 
was hard and difficult, but 
l can honestly testify to all 
of God’s goodness and 
faithfulness.

In 1986 I began to feel that 
my time in Canada was 
coming to an end. l didn’t 
know where the Lord would 
lead, but as l prayed about 
the future the Lord confirmed 
to me through His Word that 
the time had come to return 

to Northern Ireland. So in 
December 1987 I left Canada 
and returned home. In due 
time I applied to our Mission 
Board to become involved 
in children’s ministry, and in 
September of 1988 I started 
as a children’s worker under 
our Board. When l first 
started to conduct children’s 
meetings, most of them 
were held in Orange Halls, 
Mission Halls and some 
homes. However, because 
of child protection rules 

and regulations, things had 
to change. The Lord has 
opened the door to many 
of our primary schools to 
conduct Bible clubs. Some of 
these are during the school 
day, and others are after 
school.

As l look back over these 
many years it is with a 
sense of deep gratitude 
to the Lord for all the way 
He has led and guided. l 
rejoice in the privilege that 
the Lord has given me to 
serve Him and the joy it has 
been to see many children 
trust the Saviour and the 

encouragement of hearing of 
them growing in the Lord.

As I finish, the words of a 
hymn come to mind:

All the way my Saviour 
leads me;
What have I to ask beside?
Can I doubt His tender 
mercy,
Who through life has been 
my Guide?
Heav’nly peace, divinest 
comfort,
Here by faith in Him to 
dwell!
For l know, whate’er befall 
me,
Jesus doeth all things well.

Joyce Walsh
serves as a Child Evangelist 
under the Free Presbyterian 
Church Mission Board.

Testimony
of a
Children’s
Evangelist

I was willing for 
the will of God. I 
didn’t know where 
l would be going 
or where the Lord 
would send, but l 
was willing to serve 
the Lord.

What a joy it was
to see boys and 
girls trust the 
Saviour, and on 
occasion, because 
of children getting 
saved, parents 
came to Christ.
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The apostle John records in 
Revelation 12:11, ‘And they 
overcame him by the blood 
of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony”. It is by 
God’s amazing grace that I 
can write these few words of 
testimony. 

I was born on 31 July 1973 in 
the city of London, and there 
with my parents we lived for 
a few years before returning 
to Ballymena. From the age 
of five I was faithfully sent 
along to Sunday school, 
children’s meetings and 
church services. I attended 
the local Congregational 
and Gospel Hall meetings, 
learning and enjoying the 
children’s stories, Bible 
verses and choruses. When 
I think of this, I see God’s 
hand on my life for the first 
time, as my father did not 
attend any church and my 
mother attended mass with 
my grandparents. Around 
the age of eleven I had a 
faithful old Sunday school 
teacher, Jack M’Cready, who 
took great care in explaining 

my need of salvation, the 
message of Calvary, and also 
what would happen to me if I 
neglected God’s dear Son.

As I came to my teenage 
years, however, rebellion 
and sin had their grip on me, 
and the world held much 
attraction. In Isaiah 53:6 
we read, “All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own 
way”. I got into trouble at 
school; I joined one of the 
local flute bands and was 
exposed to all that went with 
being in a band – the bars 
and nightclubs. At the age 

of eighteen I had no job and 
no direction in life. Then I 
met a girl who became my 
loving wife, and when we 
had a baby boy, my life had 
to change. I found full-time 
employment in Dale Farm 
dairies, and I thought my 
life had taken a turn for the 
better. 

While on holiday in 
September 2008, however, I 
was standing on the Golden 
Gate Bridge in San Francisco, 
supposedly enjoying myself. 
Suddenly my thoughts were 
turned to remembering 
what my old Sunday school 
teacher had taught me and 
saying to myself, Here you 
are and you’re still not saved. 
The words of 2 Timothy 3:15 
say, ‘And that from a child 
thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus’.

I continued with this sense 
of sadness on my return 
from holiday. At work we 

had a radio in the office, 
and on a Sunday I heard a 
programme called ‘Let the 
Bible Speak’. This helped 
to intensify what I knew 
as a child and the thought 
of what would happen to 
me without a Saviour. It 
affected me so much that I 
would turn the radio off or 
the volume down in my car 
when the advertisement 
of LTBS would come on; 
just the introductory music 
being played was enough to 
convict me.

By February 2009 the 
conviction of sin was keeping 
me from sleeping. All I could 
see and remember was my 
sinful past. I was exhausted 
by this load of sin I was 
carrying. I didn’t know which 
way to turn; all I knew was 
I wanted  the promise of 
heaven and  my sins forgiven.  
On Thursday the 12th of 
February, when I walked into 
the factory, the first person I 
bumped into was a Christian. 
I remembered his brother 
was saved and also an old 
friend I could talk to, so David 
arranged for me to meet Tom 
Laverty. 

I arrived that Friday afternoon 
at his house, knowing 
nothing of Tom’s connection 
with the Ballymena church 
or Rev. Greer’s ministry on 
the radio. I explained how 
I was feeling, and Tom told 
me what I already knew, that 
I needed to be saved. The 
voice of the Liar was telling 
me, How could I be saved or 
become a Christian? What 
about this sin and that sin? 
Little did I know this was the 
battle of the devil not letting 
go of one of his own!  But 
the Bible tells us that the 
Son of God came that He 
might destroy the works 
of the devil, and also that 
Jesus came to seek and to 
save that which is lost. That 
Friday afternoon, 13 February 
2009, I went into Rev. Tom 
Laverty’s home a sinner lost 
and exhausted with the load 
of sin, and I left that evening 
having called upon the name 
of the Lord with tears of joy, 
freed from the bondage of 
darkness and delivered into 
the kingdom of light.

I can now tell you how the 
Lord further transformed my 
home six months later, when I 
had the joy of seeing my wife 
being led to the Lord by Rev. 
Greer after a Sunday evening 
gospel service. I have also 
had the privilege of serving 
the Lord in the open air in our 
own town, in the Republic 
of Ireland and in the UK 
mainland along with Christ’s 
servant Rev. Tom Laverty.

May the Lord have all the 
glory in these few words of 
testimony. 

Nicky Allen
is a member of Ballymena
Free Presbyterian Church, 
Northern Ireland.

... I had a faithful 
old Sunday school 
teacher, Jack 
M’Cready, who 
took great care in 
explaining my need 
of salvation ...

TESTIMONY TESTIMONY

The Testimony
of
Nicky Allen

All I could see and 
remember was my 
sinful past. I was 
exhausted by this 
load of sin I was 
carrying.
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‘Life is precious from start to 
finish’ was written on a sign I 
saw recently. I appreciated its 
truth for the world to see, but it 
was the third word that caught 
my eye. Precious is a word we 
use sparingly. The dictionary 
defines it as ‘highly valued, 
beloved, cherished, rare’. 
Consider what is truly precious 
to you: the Lord, His Word, 
your children, your spouse, 
your friends, your family. 
Precious is a limited category 
reserved for what occupies 
the inner chambers of our 
heart. It has a totally positive 
connotation; therefore, to say, 
‘My job loss is precious’, or 
‘My cancer is precious’ would 
seem dark and unfeeling. That 
would explain why we have 
difficulty grasping this truth: 
‘The trial of your faith ... [is] 
much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth’ (1 Peter 
1:7). More precious than gold? 
Our trials? Yes, God uses them 
to shape us and ‘grow’ us 
spiritually. And yet we murmur 
and bitterly resent them as if 
some strange thing happened 
unto us.   
Are we not humbled, though, 
when we realize how seldom, 
if ever, we have accepted our 
trials willingly from our Father’s 
loving hand? We sing all six 
verses of ‘Take My Life and Let 
It Be’, but we fail to enter into 
what that will mean for us: the 
heat of the crucible.

We think we 
are fully for God 
until we are exposed 
to the cleansing fire of 
pain. Sorrow is a refiner’s 
crucible.  But, inasmuch 
as God has permitted it to 
come, it must be accepted 
as His appointment. It must 
be considered as the furnace 
by which He is searching, 
testing, probing and purifying 
the soul. Suffering searches 
us as fire does metals. There 
is probably no other way by 
which the power of the self-life 
can be arrested so that the life 
of Jesus may be manifested in 
our mortal flesh.  —F. B. Meyer

Our sovereign God does 
not appoint our trials and 
then leave us alone to 
suffer. He lovingly sits by the 
crucible and regulates the 
heat; sometimes He makes 
it intense, but He always 
allots each moment carefully, 
gradually removing the dross, 
which hinders us, until He 
beholds His reflection in the 
purged metal of our lives. 

No vigil is more painstaking 
or tender, no reflection more 
beautiful.  

All the while His gentle words 
reassure us: ‘Beloved, think 
it not strange concerning 
the fiery trial … But rejoice, 
inasmuch as ye are partakers 
of Christ’s sufferings’ (1 Peter 
4:12, 13).  Friend, whatever 
is causing you grief at this 
moment – maybe the loss of 
a loved one, or some other 
painful crisis – look up to 
the One who is in control of 
this trial. Your pain may be 
blocking Him from view, but 
He’s there all the same as 
He promised. In due time, He 
will reveal Himself and the 
blessing for which this trial 
was intended. Be of good 
courage.  
  
‘No chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous’ (Hebrews 12:11). The 
Greek word for ‘chastening’ 
here is the discipline and 
education of children. As a 
father disciplines in order to 
mold his child, so the Lord 
disciplines us to mold us. 
Oh, how the flesh rebels 
against chastening, but its 
purpose is clearly revealed 

in the latter part of this verse: 
‘Nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby.’ 

‘Nevertheless afterward’  – I 
have written these words in 
large letters on a sticky note 
which sits on my desk to 
remind me not to lose sight of 
the great purpose of my trials. 
God is in control of my life – 
not just the pleasant times, 
all of the time. Lord, help me 
to accept and submit so that 
I may enter into the blessing 
of the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness waiting for me 
when the trial is over.    
 
Many of us don’t suffer 
well and miss out on the 
‘preciousness’. Some might 
dare to utter fearful words 
like ‘It’s not fair’, or ‘What 
did I do to deserve this?’ In 
all of our ‘ill-suffering’, I am 
thankful that the Lord, who 
suffered more than any man, 
understands our frame, which 
cowers at distresses. He does 
not despise our tears. He 
does not expect us to grit our 
teeth and muster up our own 
strength, but He does want us 
to depend on His sufficient, 
amazing grace. It is ours for 
every trial. The Lord is near 
the broken-hearted. ‘In all 
their affliction he was afflicted’ 
(Isaiah 63:9). Have you ever 
thought that the Lord feels our 
affliction too? 

Sometimes it’s the small trials 
that provoke us more easily. 
We can accept that the Lord 
is in the big trials, but we don’t 
always acknowledge Him in 
the little ones. For instance, 

do we see His hand at work in 
a delayed flight or in a failed 
examination? The Lord is not 
responsible for evil, but He 
overcomes the evil with good. 
He reminds us that these 
circumstances allow the ‘trying 
of [our] faith [which] worketh 
patience’ (James 1:3).  If we 
allow the Lord to bring us to 
the place where we can see 
His hand in all things working 
together for our good, what 
bitterness we will avoid!

J. C. Ryle said, ‘Trials are 
intended to make us think, to 
wean us from the world, to 
send us to the Bible, to drive 
us to our knees’. As Christians, 
we stand beneath the tapestry 
of our lives as the divine 
Weaver works His will on us 
for His glory. From above, 
He sees only beauty as He 
weaves His various colours; 
we cannot see the beauty 
yet, because we see only 
the underside. The seeming 
confusion of threads often 
doesn’t make sense, and so 
we question and murmur. But if 
we let Him do His work, He will 
perfect that which concerneth 
us.
  

Not till the loom is silent
And the shuttles cease to fly
Shall God unroll the canvas
And explain the reason why;
The dark threads are as needful
In the Weaver’s skillful hand
As the threads of gold and silver
In the pattern He has planned.

– Author unknown

Trials give us opportunity 
to experience the Lord’s 
tender embrace. David 
understood that because he 

acknowledged, ‘It is good for 
me that I have been afflicted.’ 
When I think of the Lord’s 
tender dealings with us, I want 
to illustrate it this way: When 
my children were young, I 
loved to hold and hug them. 
When they were well and 
busy, they thought they didn’t 
need me as much. But when 
they were sick or sad, they 
would climb up on my knee 
and lay their head down on 
me. I loved those special 
times! I loved their nearness; I 
loved their need of me. Is it not 
the same with the Lord who 
pities His children as a Father? 
He longs to hold us tightly in 
His arms, but often we are too 
occupied to come near Him. 

Life is precious from start to 
finish; so are its trials, which 
are more precious than gold 
that perisheth. May we accept 
the preciousness of trials 
without despair, but follow 
James' advice, and rather 
'count it all joy' (James 1:2). 
We will be the more blessed 
because of it.

More Precious 
than Gold

Our sovereign God 
does not appoint 
our trials and then 
leave us alone to 
suffer.

Jill Saunders
is the wife of Dr Larry 
Saunders, minister of Toronto 
Free Presbyterian Church, 
Toronto, Canada, and a teacher 
and guidance counsellor at 
Whitefield Christian Academy.
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LTBS Worldwide
RADIO PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

JC PRINT LTD
email: joe@jcprint.net

Broadcasting the Word of Life throughout the world on AM, FM and INTERNET RADIO.
Schedule effective as of JULY 2018.

LTBS values the support and quality
of service offered by JC PRINT LTD. and
happily recommends them to all our readers.

Africa

Voice of Hope (Central & Southern Africa)
9680 kHz… Sun. 5.00pm

Voice of Hope (West Africa)
13680 kHz… Sun. 5.00pm

Imani Radio   88.8 FM...   Wed. 7.30pm, Thurs. 10.00pm

MMUST FM   103.9 FM...  Sun. 7.15pm, Wed. 7.45pm

Canada

Fredericton, NB  104.5 FM... Sunday 8.30am
Calgary, AB CHRB 1140 AM... Sunday 10am. & 10pm
& Saturday 5.30pm
Vancouver, BC KARI 550 AM... Sunday 9.30am 
Monday–Friday 5.00am & 5.00pm
Prince George, BC 93.1 CFIS FM... Sunday 8.00am
Fort St. John, BC   Moose FM 101... Sunday 8.30am
Portage La Prairie, MB CFRY 920 AM... Sunday 8.00am
Swift Current, SK CKSW 570 AM... Sunday 9.30am
Nipawin, SK CIOT 104.1 FM... Monday–Friday 6.00pm
GTA ON, Joy Radio 92.5 AM... Sunday 9.30am

Caribbean

Grenada, West Indies
Harbour Light 94.5 FM & Internet...
Monday–Friday 3.30am (AST)
Harbour Light 1400 AM, 94.5 FM & Internet...
Monday–Friday 10.30am (AST)

England

London Premier 1305, 1332, 1413 MW
Sky Digital Channel 0123
Freeview 725
Monday–Friday 1.00am.

Far East

Bible Voice 11945 kHz... Thursday 7.30am

New Zealand, Palmerston North

Access Manawatu 999 AM... Sunday 11.00am

Republic of Ireland

Castlebar, Co. Mayo, Community Radio 102.9 FM
Sunday 10.00am Tuesday 7.30pm
Donegal, Radio North Country 846 AM
Monday - Friday 9.30am Sunday 8.15pm
Monaghan, Radio Star Country 981 AM
Monday 10.00am & 3.00pm. Wednesday 3.00pm

Northern Ireland

Ballymena, Seven FM... Sunday 9.00am
Coleraine, Q97.2 FM... Sunday 9.00am
Cookstown, Six FM 106/107 FM... Sunday 9.00am
Newry, Five FM 100.5 FM... Sunday 9.00am
Omagh, Q101.2 FM... Sunday 9.00am

United States of America

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
WFIL 560 AM...Sunday 1.00pm

Lima, Ohio
WCBV 105.9 FM...Monday–Friday 1.00pm

Greenville, South Carolina
94.5 FM...Sunday 9.00am

wmuu.com... Monday, Wednesday, Friday
6.30am & 7.45pm Sunday 10.00pm

VCY America

For a complete listing of broadcast times refer to 
program schedules at www.vcyamerica.org.


